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5 0g T will be Eye neddlefs'ts Jl 
x 015 ws 'W ſpend Time in proving” to 1 
LON the Members of the Prote- 9 
85 ſtant Church of England, to 
W theſe Diſcourſes are addreſſed, WW. 
the Obligations they are under to, have. 1 
| a competent Knowledge | of thoſe Offi- 2 
ces of Devotion of which our Publ ic 
Servite confiſts,” "OA 
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ee 
The Adminiſtrstion of the Two. 
N Sarraments | inſtituted by our bleſſed 
Lonp, and the Order of the Apaſtoli- | 
| cal Rite of Confirmation, are of ſuch 
intereſting Concern to every one of 
us, that it 15 hardly, pardonable in any 
to be wholly ignorant of what is N 
therein tranſacted between God and 
us, for our Spiritual and Eternal 
3 £0 en. 8 


iy Baptiſm A the Sacrament by which 
Ve are admitted into the Church of | 
Cunisr, and therefore is never to be 
repeated. And as we: are but once 


Ik 'baptized, and moſt of us received that 
W- -Sacrament whilſt we were in our In- 


vt fant State, when we were incapable to 
7 underſtand. either the Promiſes which 


were then made 3 in our Names, or the 


| Benefit | 
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PREFACE. 


| Benefits which we then N mite : 
to; | this- Sacrament is ordered ta. be 
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adminiſtred, as often as may be, pub- 


icly | in the Church; to the End that | 
we may be frequently reminded of out 


oven Duty, and of the Heavenly Blek- 


ſings which were then e on 5 


Hence ariſeth the Neceſſity "of WY I 
edis aright that holy Office of 
our Church, that whenever we are 1 
preſent at the Reception of any into 4 
the Church by Baptiſn, we may not q 
ſtand as mere idle Spectators, or Wit- 1 
115 neſſes to the naming of a Child, but 


2 t 


may ſeriouſly recolleẽt and renew the | [ 
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Promiſes which were made on our „Be. | 


af when we ourſelves were baptized, 
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ll le ines wich, 70 | upon the 
| performance of! thoſe. A 


infallibly acerue to us. N 10 of T WI | 
188 . (rüde ) 51 Rt iet . 
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Thot -wh. were 8 baptized. in their 
anche 8 had. : Spreties to engage | 
for them, are andere, When. they, 

. 3 of Ag ge, to take theſe Engage- 
ments on themſelves, and in their on 

FH Perſons to promiſe the Performance of 
them in tlie Preſence of ithe Biſhop; | 
| and to this End the Church hath pro- a} 


9 a vided, the Office of Confirmation: And 


.therefore the Neceſſity of underſtand- 


ing this, as well as the Office for maps 2 


| tim, muſt appear Plain and evident. 
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What hath been id f. in this Trani — 5 


® Baptiſcm and Confirmation is the 5 
ons Subſtance 
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"PREFACE. 


"Subſtance of Four s Age ch 
preached, and now firſt! preſented | to 

the Public, What followeth under 17770 
the Title of The Rational Communicant, 38 
contains Four DiscouRsEs, form Wh, 
publiſhed, With the Addition of 50 | 

ral Notes, attempting to ſhew the } 
Agreement of our preſent nene, of 4 
Service with the ancient Liturgies; a | 
of an Euchariſtical Office, taken * 
ly from theſe, e n ly 


N a + 


As the Author U be 3 the ; 
former Edition hath, through Gon 
Bleſling, done. ſome Good, he is en- 
couraged to reprint it in a ſmaller 
Form, that the Cheapnels of the Book 
may be a means of its being more — 4 

that 0166050614; 0c 0 
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a 20 "Ink diſperſed, and thereby come in in- ha 
to >the Hands of the EDD Number. 2 


" 1 Sn *Þ 5 5 ers 
| cho 
| n Wer to reduce the Treatiſe to Fu 
| e Size, the Notes are many of them of 


| omitted, eſpecially ſuch as were in- 
tended only to ſatisfy tlie learned 
Readers; and thoſe which were thought 
neceſſary to be retained, are thrown 
I into the Text, that they may! neither be 
8 veglected as uſeleſs, nor cauſe any In- 
terruption in the aan 
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The Deſign of all theſe Diſcourſes 
is, to inform the pious Chriſtians in 
the true Senſe and Mearing of che 
Sacred Offices, and to direct their Zeal 
and Devotion to that Decency and 
g of Behaviour which the ſe- 
il | veral 
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Ty Ye 


0 phe aer na Teach all Nations; Baptizing © 
them in the Name of the Father, and ef the 
Son, and of the 'Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to 
obſerve all Things whatſoever I baue com- 
manded yon: And lo, I am With. you 7 
even unt he TMP 9 the hrs: oh 
08 HE Evang kt St e Weis 1 
2 E given. us a arge Account of the Birtn 
and Circumciſion, the Preaching ang 
N the Miracles, the Crucifixion and tile 
Reſurrection of the Bleſſed ' Jzsvs, concludes 


1 XXV III. 19, 20. 8 


— is Goſpel with relating the folemn- Manner © 
„„ n whic be inſtituted the holy Sacrament of 
in Baptiſm,” He tells us, chat when! the Eleven 
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4. Ai on the G. 
9 were gathered together, W 
the Appointment of their Maſter, Jeſas came, B 
and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power is given 
unto me in Heaven and in Earth, ver. 18. As 
if he had aid, I have finiſhed the Work which 
my Father gave me to perform; I have con- 
ſtituted and built a Church which I have 

| chaſed with my own Blood ; I was obedient 
unto Death; but now Death is ſwallowed up 
in Victory; I am riſen from the Dead, and 
have triumphed over the Grave, and am by 
Gop the Father exalted to be a Prince and a 
Sa vioux; He hath given all Things into my 
Hands, and my Power is unlimited and unre- 


obey my Will, and as an Act of this Autho- 
rity, As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend 
 T you, and give you, by Virtue of the follow- 
ing Commitſion, Power to.make Diſciples, and 
in my Name to admit them into the Church: 
What ye ſhall. do herein according to my In- 
ſtitution, I will ratify and confirm your Act, 
for Lo, I am with you always even unto the End 
4 the World; Go ye therefore, and Teach all 
Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of | the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Word . Bap!:ſm inte dipping or. 
"Banging in Water, or ſprinkling or waſhing 
with it ; and as the Element of Water hath a 
natural Property of cleanſing, fo this hath very 
ancientiy been uſed both by Jews and Cen 
as a Sacred Rite to ſignify e, Purification, 
and the walking ane of Crimes and Guilt ; 


7 1 and 
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and to this the Fes introduced another uſe f 
> ne. Ml Baptiſm, and beſides Circumciſion, adopted it 
wen as a Ceremony at the Initiation of Members 


As Minto their Church. After this, chu, the Fore- 
ich runner of the Meſſiah, in order to prepare the 
way for the Reception of the Goſpel, did in 
che River Jordan adminiſter the Baptiſm of 
. Repentance. The Jeu, then, being accuſ- | 
tomed to this Rite, did not look upon it as a 
and I new or uncouth Ceremony, when our Los 
exalted it into a perpetual Sacrament for the 
nd a Admiſſon of Members into his Church. 

All the Eſſentials of. Baptiſm were pointed 
out by the Founder of our holy Religion, and 
theſe were to remain without any Alteration: 
But as to other Circumſtances relating to tje 
Adminiſtration, He hath left the Church at 
Liberty to order ſuch Ceremonies as ſhall ſeem 
fitteſt to the State and Condition ſhe is at any - 
time in; and to make ſuch Orders in relation 
to the Manner of adminiſtring this Sacrament, 
which, though, they are in themſelves indif- 4 
ferent, yet it becomes our Duty to comply © : 
with them, becauſe ſhe preſcribes them. 

The Primitive Churches were not without 
heir Forms for the decent and ſolemn: Admi- 
niſtration of this Rite; and the Church of Zag- 
and hath not been wanting in making the ſam 
Proviſion; and hath in her Common Prayer 
Book inſerted: three ſeveral Offices for the Mi- 
iſtration of Baptiſm, to be uſed according to 
er Direction. One of them is for tlie Sake | 
ey - ſuch whom the ancient Church ſtiled Adults, | 

2 B 2 . Who 


4 . An Ege on 15 - Offer 


ho were of Riper Years, and were come to 
the Uſe of their Reaſon, and capable of an- 
ſwering for themſelves when they came to be 
Baptized. The other two are for the Uſe of 
Infauts, one of them to be performed in the 
Church; and the other in Private Houſes, out 
of Compaſſion to ſuch Children, whoſe Health 
will not permit them to be carried out of Doors. 

As all our Offices of Religion ought to. be 
well underſtood by thoſe. ho join in them, 05 
that their Zeal may be well guided, and their , 
Behaviour ſuitably and properly directed; and 
with this View the Communion Office hath been 
already explained, as being a Service which 
every good Chriſtian ought frequently to be 


preſent at: So the Baptiſmal Office will requir . 50 
the ſame Pains, though it be but once uſed ing. y 
Behalf of every Member of our Church, and -. ky 
his Baptiſm is never to be repeated, For as by 
to thoſe Few who were Baptized ſince they came ** 
.to Years of Diſcretion, and anſwered for them Chi 
elves, it is very fit-that in attending to thelff - ©" 
Baptiſm of ore whe they ſhould be reminded of He 
the Things they themſelves promiſed, and ol ph 
the Engagements they entered into, which ii be. 
is their bounden Duty to comply with. Ane fon 
as the far greateſt Part of us were Baptizec 17 00 
in our tender Age, when we knew neither tha Bap 
Benefits of this Sacrament, nor the Y,ows anc c = 
Promiſes which the charitable Care of our God 3 
fathets and Godmothers made for us, and, i ole 
our Names undertook: that we ſhould Perfor ow 


them; ſo it is en uſeful for us feriouſ 


„ 


, Baptiſm and Confimiim. 5 


to eo liſten to the Baptiſmal Service whenever it 


e are entitled to from having received that 


ig Sacrament, and ' the Obligations which from 
ur hence we are bound to ful fil. 
alth In order therefore to make this divine ae 


a Practical Explanation of "The Miniſtration f 
Public Baptiſm of Infants, to 'be' uſed in the 
Church, This is the Title it bears in the Com- 
mon Prayer Book; and this will remind us to 
make two Obſervations. . F irſt, That the Law- 
fulneſs of Infant Baptiſm is maintained by our 
Church, who in her twentyſevently Article of 
Religion declares, that it ought to « be re- 
e tained in the Church, as moſt agreeable with 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and hath here fur- 
niſhed us with a peculiar Office for the Mini- 
ſtration of it. The Baptizing of Infants is no 
novel Practice, but was in ule in the Primitive 


manded his Apoftles to Baptize all Nations, 
He would have expreſsly forbid the Baptizing 
of Infants, if he had meant that they ſhould 
be excluded; but as he hath not, his Permiſ- 
fion | muſt be underſtood, : and even Infants 
comprehended under the Term of all Nations. . 
Baptiſm ſucceeded-in the Room of. Circumci- 


Soc ſion, and thoſe who were then capable of the 
J ill one, are undoubtedly now qualified for the 
FA 5 other. If Children of eight Days old were fit 


to enter into Covenant with Gop by Circumci- 
ſion, no Reaſon can be given Why Infanes 
| B '3 „ Bere 


— bo — 


5 performed, and to conſider the ædvantages 


ice the better underſtood, I ſhall proceed td | 


Church : And certainly when our Logp:com- 


ment. 


6 n Expoſition on the Offices + 
| ſhould at any Time be debarred from entring 
into Covenant with Gop by Baptiſm : Nor 1s 
it any new Thing for Children or Minors to | 
agree to, and Promiſe thoſe Things by their 
Guardians or Sureties, which themſelves are 
not able either to underſtand or perform at the 
Time in which they enter into that Engage- 


A ſecond Obſervation i is, That this Office i is 
intended to be uſed only in the Church , and 
therefore whenever this Public Service is uſed 

in any other Place, the Deſign of the Church 
is oppoſed, who hath provided another Office 
for Fonts Uſe. But J ſhall defer entring far- 
ther on this Topic, until I come to conſider 
that other Form. a2 

After the Title there follow ſome Rubrics 140 
of Direction. 1. Though, If Neceſſity fo 
require, Children may be Baptized on any 1 

Day, yet the People are to be admoniſhed, | 
that it 1s moſt convenient that Baptiſm ſhould ¶ dec 
not be adminiſtred but upon Sundays and 


„other Holy-days, when the moſt Number Cn 
ef People come together; as well for that 111 


the Congregation there 8 reſent may teſtify 
the receiving of them t t be newly Bap- fel 
« tized into the Number of Cur1st's Church; för 
as alſo becauſe in the Baptiſm of Infants, Ch 
every Man preſent may be put in Remem- ien 
„ brance of his own Profeſſion. made to Gon de 
in his own Baptiſm; for which Cauſe alſo I Ar 
it is ex t Fthat Baptif Baptiſm be winzſtreg 
„in ae ulgar MI" . 
8 ce There 


2. 4 There ſhall be for every Male Child 
to be Baptized, two Godfathers and one! = 
* Godmother; and for every Female, one 
Godfather and two Godmothers.“ It will 


ir Witerfere leſs with the Explanation of the Of- 
Rce, if I here ſpeak of this Inſtitution; which 


dems to be borrowed from the Jews, who 
ormerly did, and even now do require Spon- 
ors to anſwer for thoſe who are to be Cir- 
umciſed. Baptiſm is a Covenant, wherein on 
dne Side Gop promifeth to convey Pardon 


and Grace, and expects that Man ſnould, on 
his. Part, promiſe Faith and Obedience : And 


ſo when Infants, not yet arrived at the Uſe of 
heir Speech or their Reaſon, are Baptized, it 
becomes nèceſſary for ſome other Perſons to 
lend their charitable Aſſiſtance, and to under- 
take in the Name of ſuch Infants for the Per- | 
formance of their Part of the Covenant. 
In the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity this Cuſtoms . 
was introduced into the Church; and then in- 
deed there was eſpecial need of it: For if thoſe 
who were related to, and had the Care of any 
Child which was Baptized, were, by the Per- 
miſſion of Providence, taken off by Perſecu- 
tion ;—or if, through their own Frailty they 
fell from the Faith, and revolted to Heatheniſm 
for fear of Perſecution ; —in theſe Caſes the 
Church had ſtill in reſerve ſome who had ſo- 
lemnly engaged themſelves to fee the Children 
brought up in the Faith and 8 of CnRIs Tr. 
And as the Caſe ſtands now with us, conſider- 
ing the Coldneſs and Feuer of maſt ** 

1 > FR - | 4 _ 
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ple i in Affairs of Religion, the Ignorance which 
incapacitates ſome Parents, and the wicked 
glothfulneſs which hinders others from Inſtruct- 
ing; it from hence becomes. very fit, that 
ſome other Perſons, beſides the Parents, ſhould 
n to overlook the religious Education of 
the Children to be Baptized. The Parents are 
already bound by an inviolable Law to pro 
mote the Spiritual, as well as the Temporal 
Happineſs of their Children; and therefore 
they are not admitted as Sponſors in Baptiſm, 
| fic the Church' requires this from others, as. 
a ſupernumerary Security. If the Parents of 
| the Children take all poffible Care to give them 
a virtuous and religious Education, the Sureties 
are then eaſed of their Charge: But if the Pa- 
rents omit. this; — if the Children have the 
Mis fortune to loſe their Parents, and to be left 
Orphans; — if they take to ill Courſes, and 
neglect the Duties of Religion; in theſe Caſes, 
Godfathers and Godmothers are obliged to exert 
themſelves, and to remind them what a ſolemn 
Vow, Promiſe and Profeſſion was made In their 
Name at Baptiſm ; for they have a Sort of Pa- 
ternal Right to admoniſh, exhort and rebuke 
thoſe for whom they are Sponſors. If this Kind 
of Guardianſhip be thought by any to be too 
reat a Burden, let them remember, that as 
hy as the Child is me to Years of Diſcre- 
tion, and is inſtructed in the firſt Principles of 
Chriſtianity, they may diſcharge the Obligation, 
and quit themſelves of the Truſt, 'by brin ging 
; the young Perſon to the puny to be Confirmed 
1 


75 2 a b ende we. * 
by lian and to take upon himſelf thoſe Vows 
which his Sureties formerly made in his Name. 


3. The next Rubric enjoins the giving de- 
cent and timely Notice of a Chriſtening to the 


Miniſter, either “ over Night or befbre the 


e beginning of Morning Prayer; and that 
when he hath “ appointed“ the Time of the 
Day, they are all, immediately after the laſt 
Leſſon, to be ready at the Font,“ where 
Pure Water“ is to be provided for the Fern 
formance of this ſacred Rite. Water is the 
Element appointed by our Savioux 28 an 
Eſſential, without which the Sacrament cafinot 
be adminiſtred; and it ought to be. Pure, 
both with, regard to Decency, and to the ſpi- 
ritual Significancy of it, as employed to waſn 
away Sins. The Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſ- 
tians Baptized in Ponds and Rivers, and in 
any Place which had Water convenient; but 
when the Empire became Chriſtian, ang 
Churches were built for the Worſhip of 
CnRISr, Baptiſteries were joined to them, or 


Fonts: (receiving their Name from the Foun- 


tains or Springs formerly uſed. for the ſame 
Purpoſe). were ſet up at the Entrance of them. 
to ſignify by their Situation the ag 1 % | 
Members into the Church by Baptiſm. # 

The'Fime being now come, and every thing 


reatly for the Celebration, the! Prieſt, who un- 


der the Biſhop,/ and by Authority derived from 
him, is the proper and ordinary. Miniſter | of 
Baptiſm, or the Deacon, as his Deputy or Aſ- 


n Randing: at the Font 1 is to enquire whe- - | 


B 5 „ 
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| ther 4 this Child hath. already been tized, 
or no?“ The: Reaſon: of this Queſtion is 
founded upon this Chriſtian Maxim, that Bap- 
tiſm is never to be repeated, There is but 
„ one Lok o, one Faith, one Baptiſm.“ Zpb. 
iv. 5. As we are by that Sacrament admitted 
into the Church of Cnr1sT, the very Nature 


of it ſhews that it ought to be but once admi- 


niſtred. Circumciſion under the Law, and Bap» 


LN Mr e 


tiſm under the Goſ pel, were inſtituted as Sa- 
craments by which Men were to enter into Co- 
venant with Gop ; and if through Malice or 
Frailty they afterwards break his Covenant, 
they were not to be.re-entered by thoſe Rites, 
but other Means were provided whereby they 
might be reconciled to Gop, without being 

Circumciſed or Baptized again: And thus in 
the Nicene Creed we profeſs to believe one 
« Baptiſm for the Remiſfion of Sins.“ If 
indeed this Rite ſhould be adminiſtred i in any 
other Manner than that in which our LORD 
inſtituted it, and any of the Eſſentials of Bap - 
tiſm ſhould be omitted, it then ceaſeth to be a 
Sacrament, it is of nd Value or Efficacy, and 
the Perſon in Behalf of whom this vain Cere- 
mony was uſed, is obliged to receive the true 
Ehriſtian Baptiſm, attended with all its eſſential 
Parts. Neither is this Rebaptization or a Re- 
petition of the Sacrament, becauſe the other 
was not accorditig to the Inſtitution of Cuxisr, 


If the Miniſter, upon Eaduiry, is ;nformes 
that the Child bath not TR Oy RY 


a” 
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5 2 begins the Office with a Preface; in 
which is. declared that all Men are conceived 
« and born in Sin, and none can enter into the 
Kingdom of Gop, except he be regenerate”. 
and dan anew of Water and of the Holy 
6c Po, oh * and therefore he deſires the Con- 
tion to call upon Gop through Cunisr, 
6 4 t he will grant to this Child that Thing 
« which by Nature he cannot have, that he 
« may be Baptized with Water and the Holy 
« Gposr, and received into CHXIsT's holy 
„Church, and be made a lively Member of 
« the ſame. Then, after the uſual: Invita- 
tion, Let us Pray,“ olle y two depot Pray: 
ers: The former of them commemorates Gop's. 
Mercy in „ faving Noah and his Family in 
« the Ark from periſhing by Water, and in 
« ſafely leading the Children of Iſrael through . 
e the Red Sea,“ which were two remarkable 
Ypes of Baptifm ; and alſo the Baptiſm of 
his Beloved Son, who thereby did ſanQufy 
. Water to the myſtical waſhing away of Sin; 
and then God is beſought merciful! to look 
upon the Child, to waſh him and bw 
him with the Holy Gnos r, that he being 
„ debvered from Wrath, may be received in | 
the Ark of ered Church, — bei 1 4 
* ſtedfaſt in Faith, joyful through | 
© rooted in Charity „may ſo w — Waves 
« of this ed RA World, that finally he 
« may come to the Land of everlaſting Life.“ 
All here is ſo eaſy to the meaneſt Chriſtian, | 
that it needeth no N only _ i 
m 


| 
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much al} be remembred, that every one in 
the Congregation ought devoutly to join in 
this and all the other Prayers, and tb ſhew their 
Piety, their Zeal and their Charity, in inter- 
ceding for the Child or Children here offered 
to Gop, that they may effectually receive all 

the Benefits annexed to this holy Sacrament. 
The next Prayer, by the moſt awful and 
prevailing Titles, begs of Gop, that “ the In- 
* fant coming to his holy Baptiſm, may receive 
c Remiſſion of Sins by Spiritual Regenera- 
6 tion: that Gop, according to his Promiſe, 
* would. give to thoſe who afl, let them that 


« ſeek find, and open the Gate unto them 


that knock ; ; that this Infant may enjoy the 
everlaſting Benediction of his heavenly Waſh- 
40 ing. and come to his eternal Een, 22 
What is meant here by Spiritual Regeneration 
requires to be ſpoken to; to be regenerate 
« and born anew of Water,” are in, the Be- 
- ginning of this Office ſpoken-of as the ſame 
Thing; the Inward and Spiritual Grace,” 
- conveyed. to us in this Sacrament, is by our 
Church Catechiſm. ſaid to be «© a Death. unto 

(. Sin, anda new Birth unto Righteouſneſs ; for 
being by Nature born in Sin, and the Chil- 
te dren of Wrath, we are hereby made the 
«. Children of Grace,” -. We are buried with 
«. Cnz1sT by Baptiſm into Death, that like 
« as CyR1$ST was raiſed. up from the Dead 


4. by the Glory of the Fark, even ſo we 


«, ſhould walk in Neyneſs of Life.“ Rom. 
vi. 4. And the ſame * FIRE" ſtiles * 


K 7 „ by 
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of Baptiſm and Confimation. 8 
Dr 0 TID 0 BR PRO OORNGLE SIT PENS ce ct | 
_ « the Waſhing of Regeneration ;” 777. ili. 3. 
becauſe in Baptiſm the Holy Spirit works, in us 
a Change ſomething like a new Birth, tran- 
flating ds from a. natural State in Adam, to a 
ſpiritual State in CarisT 3 both the Water 
and . Spirit at the fame Time concurring to 
this new Birth: For as. we are bur once Born 
into our. natural Life, ſo we are but once born 
into our Spiritual or Chriſtian Life: We are 
but once Baptized, and once Regenerated ;— 
Regenerated at; the very Time when. we are 
Baprized. This is the Language of Scripture, 
thus this Term was applied by the ancient Fa- 
thers, and thus it is uſed by our Church: So 
that to ſpeak. of a Chriſtian's being ,Regene-, 
rated in any other Stage of his Life; or to a- 
ply the Term of Regeneration or new Birth, .. . 
to the turning from a lapſed State to a State of 
olineſs, —to that Renovation, Amendment or 
enewal of the Heart of Man, which is'the | 
Duty of a Chriſtian, and which the Word of ³⁵⁶ 
Gop exhorts us to acquire, to make it fignify M 
Converſion or Repentance ; is, if there were 


i © 4 a 


no worſe Conſequences attending it, mixing 
and confounding of diftin& Notions, miſap- 
plying Scripture Phraſes, and. abuſing the an- 
cient and known Language of the Church. 
After this Prayer is ended, the Miniſter iſ 
reads that Portion of the Goſpel by St Mart, 
in which is related the kind Reception which 
tittle Children met with from the Bleſſed IE- 
sus; and then he is ordered to make “a brief 
Exhortation on the Words“ which he 8 9 
read ; 


| "A, 


24 WG Earth an the „ 
read; obſerving to the People that . CHRIST Pr 
« commanded little Children to be brought « 
* unto him; how he blamed thoſe that would | 


i $6; have kept them from him; how > exhort- p 
} + ethall Men to follow their Innocency; wo. 
he declared his Good-will Ab lem, by 
1 Embracing them, Laying his Hands upon 
| * them, and Bleſung them :** Hence we ought 
| to believe that he Sell be equally indulgent. 
| towards this preſent Infant, and favourably 
allow the charitable Work of thoſe who bring 
bim to Baptiſm: And upon this he begins a 
Thankſgiving to Almighty Gov, for having 
| © vouchſafi baſed to call us to the Knowledge of 
| * his Grace, and Faith in him,“ begging that 
| he would * increaſe this Knowledge, and con- 
« firm this Faith in us eyermore, and give 
« his Holy Spirit to this Infant, that he may 
be born again, and be made an Heir of 
40 everlaſting Salvation, through our- Lo RD 
« Jesvs-Curisr.” 
Next follows an Addreſs to the Godfathers 7 
and Godmothers, reminding them of what 
they have prayed for, and that they may ſurely. 
depend on Christ's performing his Promiſe 
of granting their Petitions. But as in all Co- 
9 there muſt be an Engagement on both 
Sides, ſo in the preſent Caſe, the ** Infant muſt 
{ *< alfo faithfully for his Part promiſe by his 
«© Sureties, until he come of Age to take it 
upon himſelf, that he will renounce the De- 
= vil and all his Works, wy than" be- 
i 


+ 
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« lieve Gop's holy Word, and obediently 
« keep his Commandments.” - 


to, and anſwered by the Perſon who is to enter 
into Covenant; ar: as the Infant is not capable 
of underſtanding the Queſtions, or of maki ng. 
any Anſwer, this Incapacity muſt. be ſupplied © 

by thoſe who undertake for him, who muſt | 


might without any Abſurdity be put to the In- 
fant, Doſt thou Promiſe ? Wilt thou be Bap- 
« tied! „% And the Anſwers made by the Sure- 
ties, repreſenting the Perſon of the Infant, 
might without the. leaſt Impropriety be, 1 

« promiſe, — I will:“ Or the Demand may 
be addrefled directly to the Sponſor, © Doſt 
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however this be done, Anſwers . ought to be 
made in the Words ſet down in the Common 
Prayer Book, and not, as is too much the 
Pradtice of the Times, Aſſent to be Sven only ' 
by Silence or a, confenting Bow. 
The firſt Demand relates to the Renuncia- 
tion of the Devil, and every Work which is 
oppoſne- to the Deſign of Chriſtianity, which 
are to be abjured by all who enter into Cove- 
nant with Gop by Baptiſm. The Second re- 
quires a ſtedfaſt and lively Faith in the Holy 


2487 1a 2H - * 
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"Theſe Queries ought regularly to be made "0 


anſwer in his Name: And the Queſtions © {| 


« thou in the Name of this Child?“ Bur 


Trinity, and in all the feverat Articles of the 3 1 | 


Religion of CarisT, which are there briefly 
ſummed up in the Words of the Apoſtles 

Creed. The Third regards the Will and De- 
dre of che Child to enter into the Church by 


Baptiſm, | 


* 
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Baptiſm, or be Baptized in this Faith and 


and the Politive Anfwer is, „This is my De- 
« fire; charitably ſuppoſing that if the- In- 


fant underſtood what is now tranſacting for his 


eternal Benefit, and was capable of explaining 


himſelf, he would do it in theſe Words; and 


if when he comes of Age, he doth not wil- 
lingly and heartily confirm every Thing which 
7 here done and promiſed for him under every 
one of theſe Demands, he thereby forfeits all 
the Benefits which Chriſtian Baptiſm confers. 


The fourth and laſt Queſtion is, whether he 


will obediently keep Gop's holy Will and 
« Commandments, and walk in the ſame all 
„ the Days of his Life? And the Anſwer i is, 
will.“ Thus then Wickedneſs being re- 


- nounced, Faith declared, Obedience vowed, 
and. Baptiſm requeſted, the Miniſtration of the N 


Sacrament may folemnly proceed. = 


But let me ſtop to remark; that it is ſup⸗ 


ſed that the Sponſors who undertake this 

ind Office in Behalf of another, do for them- 
felves renounce all Sin, believe the Truths of 
Chriſtianity, and reſolve to live as the Servants 
f Cnr15T ; for otherwiſe they 'are unfit Re- 
preſentatives of an innocent Child, and ſhame 
themſelves when they enter into this Enga 
ment. Whilſt theſe Demands and Anſwers are 
making, the reſt of the Congregation are not 
to join therein; the whole I ranſaction bei 
between the Miniſter on the one fide, and the 


| , Godfathers and Godmothers on the other. But 


that this U inſtead of being leſt; may be 
: | Th ebe 


w, 
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employed to their Spiritual Advantage, let 
every one ſeriouſly recollect what paſſed at his 
own Baptiſm ; and let him take this proper 


Opportunity of renewing the Vows which were 
then made in the Behalf of himſelf. . When 


the Miniſter begins, Doſt thou renou nce 2 


Let him fay, not aloud ſo as to difturb the 
Congregation, but to himſelf, with a devout 
Heart, I do renounce the Devil and all his 
« Works, the vain Pomp and Glory of the 
&« World, with all covetous Deſires of the 
« ſame, and the carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, 

4 that, Gor being my Helper, I will not ä 
« follow nor be led by them. When the 
Miniſter ſaith, Doſt thou believe?“ repeat 
to yourſelf the Articles of your Chriſtian 
Faith, and at the Pnd ſay in your Heart, 
« All this I ftedfaſtly believe.“ When he 
faith, © Wilt thou be Baptized * —ſay foftly, 
6 Loxp, I thank Thee that I have been Bap- 
« tized in this Faith.” And when he comes 
to the laſt Demand, © Wilt thou then obedi- 
© ently keep PP ſay within yourſelf, I wilt 
&« obediently keep Gop's holy Will and Com- 
% mandments, and walk in ha fame all the 

% Days of my Life; and may the Grace of 
“ Gop aſſiſt me herein.” Thus ſhall we turn 
this Part of the Service to our own ule, into 


an Act of true Devotion, beneficial to our 


own Souls, and err to Almighty Go 
The Stipulations ng made, he Prieft of- 
fereth up to our merciful Gon four ſhort Pe- 


titions, to every one of which, as to every 


bother 


PR 


other Prayer in this Office, the People are to 


anſwer ** mer.” The Purport of them is, 


that Gop would «© Grant that the old Adam 


in this Child,” the Original Corruption 
which every one brings with him into the 
World, may be ſo Buried, that the new Man 
% may be raiſed up in him: That all car- 
nal Affections may die in him, and that all 
% Things belonging to the Spirit, may live 


e and grow in him: — That he may have 


„Power and Strength to have Victory, and 
to Triumph againſt the Devil, the World, 
« and the Fleſh” — And that all who are 
here (that is at this Font, erected in the Houſe 
of Gop, and ſet apart for this ſacred Office) 
dedicated to Gop by his Miniſters, ** may alſo 
* be endued with heavenly Virtues, and ever- 

“ Jlaſtingly rewarded, through Gop's Mercy.” 
Next after this, follows à Prayer for the 
Conſecration of the Water. As in the other 
Sacrament we hold, that after Conſecration the 
Elements retain the ſame Nature, and are Bread 
and Wine ſtill: So here we think not that 
there is any material Change of the Water, but 
that it is nevertheleſs proper, that by reciting 
the Words which our Lon p uſed when he In- 
ſtituted this Sacrament, and by Prayer, we 


would ſet apart this Water from profane and 
common Uſes, and dedicate it to Gop for the 


i  facred Purpoſe for which it is deſigned, en- 
treating him that it may become the Laver of 
Regeneration to the Child to be Baptized there» 
in: And therefore the Church prayeth, tha 
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He * whoſe moſt dearly beloved Son, for the 


«. Forgiveneſs of our Sins, did ſhed out of 


« his moſt precious Side both Water and 


„Blood, and gave Commandment to his Diſ- \ 
40 ciples, | that they ſhould £0 Teach all Na- 
<< tions, and Baptize them in the Name of the 


& FATHER, and of the Sox, and of the Holy 
«. GHosr; would regard the Supplications of 


« his Congregation, ſanctify this Water to 


« the myſtical Waſhing away of Sin, and 
6c grant that this Child now to be Baptized 


te 


ful and elect Children, through IE SuS 


« ChRIST our Log.” - Tok 
The Miniſter then, taking the Child into 
his Arms, requireth of the Godfathers and 


Godmothers to Name it. The Jews always 


named their Children at the Time of their Cir- | 
cumciſion, and Chriſtians have always given 


them a Name at the Time of their Baptifm 
both which were Sacraments of their Initiati 
into their reſpective Churches. The Option 


of the Name undoubtedly belongeth to the Pa- 
rents, but as it is a Token of our new Birth, 


thoſe who undertake for us are enjoined to ac- 


quaint the Miniſter with it: Who calling the if 
Child by his Name, and either dipping him in 
the Water, or pouring Water upon him, faith,, | 


« I Baptize thee in the Name of the Far HER, 
ce and of the Sox, and of the Holy Gnosr.“ 


This Form of Words is an eſſential Part of 


this Sacrament ; it was preſcribed by our Bleſſed 
T + 2 Loksp, 


. * ” 
- 


therein, may receive the Fulneſs of Grace, 
e and ever remain in the Number of his faith- 


j 1 
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Log, and none but Heretics ever preſumed 
to make any Alteration in it. It denotes not 
only the Authority of the Adminiſtrator, and 


by whom he is empowered to admit new Mem- 


bers into the Church; but alſo- declareth the 


Three Perſons in the holy and undivided Tri- 


nity, into whoſe Faith, Worſhip and Obedi- 
ence every one is Baptized. | 
As to the Manner in which the Water is 
uſed, either by pouring 'it upon the Child, or 
d;pping him in it, our Church hath not deter- 
mined, but left it at large that either Way may 
be uſed according to Diſcretion. In the firſt 
Ages of the Church, the moft common Cuſ- 
tom was that of plunging or dipping the new 
Converts, numbers of whom were grown Per- 
ſons, into the Water: And as long as the 
warm Climates of the Eaft, and the Strength 
of the Perſons Baptized prevented any Incon- 
veniency from following it, this was obſerved ; 
but yet not fo rigidly, as never to be altered; 
for even then, in the Primitive Times, in the 
Caſe of Clinics or Sick Perſons who were con- 
fined: to their Beds, and could not attend 52 5 
public Baptiſteries, this Sacrament was 
mitted to be adminiſtred by Aſperſion or pour- 
ing of Water on them. This Method after- 
= wards grew more common; and as the Goſpel 
fpread towards the colder Countries of the 
North, .ſprinkling was more commonly ufed, 
leſt the Perſon's Health ſhoald be endangered 
by. the other Practice of dipping : And furely 


Infants require as tender Uſage as Sick Per- 
ſons,. 
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ſons, and if ſprinkling with Water hath always 
been thought ſufficient for theſe, it cannot with 
any ſhew of Reaſon be denied to the others. 
Water muſt be uſed; as-to the Quantity it is 
indifferent; nor muſt we think that the Grace 
given by God in Baptiſm is meaſured by, 


or bears any Proportion to the Quantity 8 


Water uſed in that Sacrament. 

The Baptiſm being compleated, and the In- 
fant thereby made à Chriſtian, the Miniſter, 
ſtill holding him in his Arms, ſolemnly declares 
his Reception into the Congregation of 
„ Caris7's Flock, and ſigns him on the Fore- 
4 head with the Sign of the Croſs, in Token 
« that hereafter he ſhall not be aſhamed to 
« confeſs the Faith of CHRIST crucified, and 
4% manfully to fight under his Banner againſt 
4 Sin, the World, and the Devil, and to con- 
« tinue Caxisr's faithful Soldier and Servant 
„ unto his. Life's End.“ 

This ancient, harmleſs and ſignificant Cere- 
mony hath met with much Oppoſition from 
the Adverſaries of our Church, and by ſome 
Der made an Argument for diſſenting. from 

The Rubric at the End of this Office re- 
For us to the thirtieth Canon of our Church for 
Satisfaction herein; and therefore inſtead of 
ſaying any Thing of my own on this Head, 


and becauſe many have not the Book of Ca- 


nons by them, I ſhall beg Leave to make a 

large Extract from it. It bears for its Title, 

The lawful Uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm ex- | 
* plained,” In it the Convocation « con- 
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c © mends to all the true Members of the Church 
of England, theſe their Directions and Ob- 


ſervations.“ 


. + « Firſt, That although the Fews at Hea- 
thens derided both he Apoſtles, and the reſt 
of the Chriſtians, for preaching and believ- 


ing in him Who was Crucified upon the 


. Croſs; yet all, both Apoſtles and Chriſtians, 


were. ſo far from being diſcouraged from 
their Profeſſion by the Ignominy of the 
Croſs, as they rather rejoiced and triumphed 


in it. Vea, the Holy GrosT, by the Mouths 


of the Apoſtles, did honour the Name of 
the Croſs (being hateful among the Jer) 
ſo far, that under it he comprehended not 


only CnRIS r crucified, but the Force, Ef- 


fects, and Merits of his Death and Paſſion, 
with all the Comforts, Fruits and Promiles 


which we receive or expect thereby. 


« Secondly, The Honour and ignity of 
the Name of the Croſs, begat a reverend 
Eſtimation even in the "Apoſtles Times of 


<& the Sign of the Croſs, which the Chriſtians 
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ſhortly after uſed in all their Actions, there- 
by making an outward Shew and Profeſſion, 
even to the Aſtoniſhment of the Jews, that 


they were not aſhained to acknowledge him 


for their LoD and Saviouk, who died for 
them upon the Croſs. And this Si 

did not only uſe themfelves with a og of 
Glory, when they met with any Fews, but 


ſigned there with their Childten when they 
were 2 to dedicate them by that 
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ec Badge to his Stehe, whoſe Benefits be- 
« ſtowed upon them in Baptiſm, the Name of 
<« the Croſs did. repreſent. And this Uſe of 
« the Sign of the Crcis in Baptiſm was hel® 
« in the Primitive Church, as well by the 
% Greeks as the Latins, 'with one Conſent and 
« great Applauſe. At what Time, if any had 
ke: 888 themſelves againſt it, they would 
„certainly have been cenſured as Enemies ß 
„ the Name of the Croſs, and conſequently - *_ 
« of CHRIS T's Merits, the Sign whereof they 
« could no better endure. This continual and 
« general Uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, is ev-H 
« dent by many Teſtimonies of the Ancient | 
* Fathers,” 11 
« Thirdly, It muſt be confeſſed that in pro- 
« ceſs of Time the Sign of the Croſs was 
“ greatly abuſed in the Church of Rome, — 
60 ipecially after that Corruption of Popery had | 
once poſſeſſed it. But the Abuſe of a Thing 
« doth not take away the lawful Uſe of it. 
« Nay, fo far was it from the Purpoſe of the 
& Church of England to forſake and reject te 
„ Churches of ; Ara France, Spain, Germany, 
« or any ſuch like Churches, in all Things 
„ which they held and practiſed, that it dom 
« with R retain thoſe Ceremonies⁵ 
« which do neither endama age the Church of - 8 
„ God, nor offend the Minds of fober Men: 
„And only departed from them in. thoſe par- 
< ticular Points, wherein they were fallen both ⁵⁶ 
% from themſcloes in their ancient Integrity, 
< and * the Apoſtolical Churches which 2M 
were 


4 Bupoftio jon on pag . 


ON were pt firſt F LNEAS: + Ia which reſpect, 
« amongſt ſome other very ancient Ceremo- 

e nies, the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm hath 
been retained in this Church, both by the 


Judgment and Practice of thoſe Reverend 
« Lace and great Divines, of whom ſome 
. conſtantly ſuffered for the Confeſſion of the 
'« Truth, and others being Exiled, did after 


. « their Return continually defend and uſe the 


« ſame. This Reſolution and Practice of our 
< Church hath been allowed and approved, 
becauſe indeed: the Uſe of this Sign in Bap- 
'«© tiſm, was ever accompanied Here with ſuch 


4 ſufficient Cautions and Exceptions againſt all 


« Popiſh Superſtition and Error, as in | the like 


«, Caſts are either fit or convenient.“ 


« Firſt, The Church of England ſince the 


0 aboliſhing of Popery hath ever held apd 
< taught, and ſo. doth hold and teach ſtill, that 
e the Sign of the Croſs, uſed in Baptiſm, is no 
c Part of the Subſtance of that Sacrament : 
% For when the'Miniſter dipping the Infant in 
Water, or laying Water upon the Face of 


« it, (as the Manner alſo is) hath pronounced 


1 0 theſe Words, J Baptize Thee in the Name of 
de Father, and of the Sin, and of | the Holy 


"a "Ghoſt, the Infant is fully and perfectly Bap- 


„ tized., So as the Sign of the Croſs being 


< afterwards uſed, Van neither add any thing 
<« to the Virtue and Perfection of Baptiſm, 


% nor ak omitted doth detract any thing 
"Ga Rea the | 


ffect and Nabltance of it. 


Cen 
- 


þ . «Secondly, 


"of Bain ini r "© 
« Secogilly, It is apparent that the Infant 
* baptized is, by virtue of Baptiſm, before it 


th MW be figned with the Sign of the Croſs, re- 
ge ceived into the Congregation of Cuglsx's 
1d Flock as a perfect Member thereof, and not 
ne by any Power aſeribed unto the Sign of the 
he Croſs. So that for the very Remembrance 
er of the Croſs, which is very precious to all 
he them that rightly. believe in- Jesv-CunrisT, - 
ur and in the other Reſpects mentioned, the 
d, Church of England hath: retained. ſtill the 
p- Sign of fit in Baptiſm: Following therein 
ch IF che Primitive and Apoſtolical Churches, and 
all accounting. it a lawful eutward Ceremony 


and hpnourable Badge, whereby the Infant 
is dedicated to the Service " Boe that died 
upon the Croſs. 
Laſtly, The Ui ofthe Sign o tbe Croſs 
hat in Baptiſm, being thus purged * all Po- 

90 piſn n Error, and reduced in 
nr.: the Church of England to the primary In- 
td ſtitution of it, upon thoſe true Rules of 

SE Doctrine, concerning Things indifferent, 
ed which are conſqnant-to the Word of God, 


7 and the Judgments of all the ancient Fa. 
Holy thers, we hold it the Part of every private 
= Man, both Miniſter and other, reverently i 
_ to retain. the true Uſe. of it preſcribed. by: 
— | public Authority, conſidering | that: Things 


of themſelves indifferent; do in ſome Sort 
alter their . Natures, when. they are either 
commanded or forbidden by a lawful Ma- 
en and may 8 be — at every 


_« Man's _ 


"= an Exhbrtatien Which the Niidifieris: th make 


. ſcon as heiſhall be able tolearn, What à ſo- 


26 An Bxyofition'on the Offices. 
„Man's Pleaſure — to the Law when 
4 they be oommanded, no uſed when oy; are 

prohibited.“. to 

To return to the Napa Office: After cc 
the Infant is received into the Congregation, << 
the Lonv's Prayer is 17 And after that, << 
the: Church, ſenſible: of "the great Benefit the Ser 
Child hath been made Partaker of, heartily ¶ are 
Derr hath been . pleaſod to Ne- and 
generate him wittr bis holy Spirit, to receive 
him for his own Child by Adoption; and to 


4 j him into his ly Chiureh, And 2 
then Gov'is hambly beſought */t6';grant that MCon 
this Infant being dg ue Sin, E50 living * 
unto Rigbrevufseſs and being buried with . d. 
„ Cunts in his Death, may crueify xhe 61d . u 
Man, and utterly aboliſh the whole BO Ind 
<« of Sin; and that as he is made Partaker of of tl 
</ the Death of his Son, he may: alſo be Par- Have 

„ taker of his Reusten; other Gnally he T 


< may be an Inberitet of the Heavenly King- 
6 dom.“ 14 G 44 747 417 
All now Nandin 10 nothing remains but 


to the Godfathers ahd Godiiothers!; reminding 
them of what they as Sureties Have undertaken 
for the Child: and: that this Is fle Matter of 
meer. Form, but that it is their Pürts and 
Duties to ſee that this Infant Be tauft; Iſo 


lemn Vow, Promiſe and Profeſfjo Ilie Harh 
4 here made by them; to do all? that is in 
their Power towards having him. Virrucuſly 

| 8 brought 


f of _ deere ry 
1 brought vp to lead a Godly and a Chriſtian 
e Life; that to this End he. ſhould attend 
to © hear Sermons, and ſhould learn the Creed, 
r the Loxp's Prayer 1 7 me Ten Command- 
„3 fue ig the; Vulgar and be in- 
t, ſtructedꝰ not onlf in 22 ords, but the 
ie Wl Senſe of the Church Catechiſm, and then the 
y are to bring him to the Biſhop to be Cinſir med, 
e- and to take upon himſelf thoſe Vows: which 
ve they his Sureties have now made in his Name. 
And hete the Service Ends. 


After this is added this Declaration for the 


nd 

at WComfort' of Parents, lt is certain by God's 
ng MW Word, that Children which are Baptized, 
ith , dying before 1 — 55 commit actual Sin, are 
61d , undoubtedly fa For as full Pardon 
dy nd Remiſſion of _ is one of the Benefits 


of this | Sacrament, the Baptized: Infant can 
ave remaining in him no Taint of that Ori- 
vinal Guilt which he derived from the Fall of 
is firſt Parents ; and if he die in his tender 
ige, before there is any poſſibility of appre- 
ending Good and Evil, or of offending by 
ake Nhe Commiſſion of actual Sin, he muſt to that 


Jing Mime have continued Guiltleſs, and fo die in 

ken Ile Favour of Gop, and lee 

r of Ie Grace received iu Baptiſm, be admitted (as 
ne of Eis are Fold ome eee 19 


* 
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of PR IVATE BAPTISM. 


AVING and explaint/ in an eaſy $6 
and practical Manner, The Office of 
Public Baptiſm; I come now to conſider the 
next Service in our Common Prayer Book, 
which is there intitled, The Miniſtration of Pri. 
vate Baptiſm of Children in Houſes. And here 
my Labour will be much Abridged, as there 
are many Things in this Office which have 
been already explained in the former. The 


Eſſentials of Baptiſm are always the ſame; and tha 
are never to be omitted or altered: But the der 
Time and the Place, the Manner and Circum: Ad 
ſtances, admit of ſome Variation Cn 
IJ The firſt Rubric which precedes this Office Sac 
requires the Miniſter or Curate of every Pa. and 
<« riſh to Admosiſh the People, that they de. Pro 
* fer not the Baptiſm of their Children longe: * 
than the firſt or ſecond Sunday after theiſ mit. 
Birth without great and reaſonable Cauſe. ve 
Jo delay any Point of Duty is: dangerous, ſino i ef 
Time and the Accidents it brings with it ar Hor 
not in our Power; and if Parents for no ſubW Sacr 
ſtantial Reaſon defer the Baptiſm of Children mini 
when their precarious Life depends on ſo ſlende Hou 
a Thread, and in the mean Time Death ſhoul Inde 


- ſnatch them away VIGIL how Bre 
443 g ; the) 


ge e ebe. 
they blame themſelves for fuch a Veglea 0 
1 ; 

The Ministers are eke to; warn their 
Flock, % That without great Cauſe and Ne- 
0 ceſñty they procure not their Children to be 
% Baptized at Home in their Houſes: But 
« when Need ſhall compel them ſo: to do, then 
« Baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtered on this Fa- 
«© ſhion,” afterwards ſer down. From whence + 
we may draw two Obſervations, firſt, That 
the Church ĩs the Place in which Baptiſm ought 
generally - and regularly to be adminiſtered ; 
and, ſecondly, That whenever it is done in 4 
Private Houſe, this Private Office only muſt 
be uſed, I need not take any Pains to prove 
that no Part of Gop's Service more properly 
demands Reverence and Solemnity than the 
Adminiſtration of thoſe Sacraments which 
Carisr himſelf hath ordained. | The Jeb 
Sacrifices were confined ſolely to the Temple, 
and the Chriſtian Sacraments, are with great 
Proptiety to be celebrated in our Churches, 
except in thoſe Caſes where Sickneſs or Infir- 
mity diſpenſeth with Solemnity: And ſurely 
we ſhall ſeem very undeſerving of the Grace 
of God, if we think much to wait in his 
Houſe to partake of the Means. And as to the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, it cannot well be ad-. 
miniſtred with ſo much Reverence in private 
Houſes, where it is frequently attended with 
Indecencies very unbefitting ſuch an holy 
Rite; where the Gueſts come as to an Enter- 
tainment or a Merry- meeting, and too. often, 

ö e = Ry © 


be given in Private by a Lie, is a Crime which 


— 


go An Expuſition an ie Offices: 
L fear, look upon the Miniſtration of it, and | 
the Prayers uſed at it, only. as a formal cuſ- A 
tomary Introduction to their Jollity and Feaſt- By 
ing, if not to their looſe Mirth. In order to ; 
prevent this Cuſtom as much as poſſible, let Nthi 
the Parents or thoſe who have the Care of un- 
baptized Infants, neither deceive the Miniſters WWt** 
nor their own Souls, by pretending the Chil- 
_ dren are weak and in danger of Death, when 
they are not; for to procure the Sacrament to 


will certainly be very odious in the Sight of 
the Gop of Truth, and: will not 89. un 
puniſhed. 7 

Secondly, As our Church hath kindlpor pro- 
vided for Caſes of Neceſſity by a particular 
Office, ſhe muſt be underſtood to forbid the 
Uſe of the other Office of Public Baptiſm upon 
ſuch Occaſions. The former was compoſed to 
be uſed when the Danger the Child is in re- 
quires Haſte, and the Time and Exigence will 
not permit larger Forms or greater Salemaity 
and therefore the Eſſentials being obſerved, the 
other Ceremonies mult give 4 Jr Neceſſity; 
and if the Child ſurvives its preſent weak State, 
it is to be brought to Church to be recei ved into i "* 
the Co ation, and the Sponſors are then 8 
to Promiſe for it: But all is prevented . 
when the whole Solemnity is Persone in a. 
Chamber, which is ſtrctly ordered to be done . 
only at the Font. Beſides which I might add, * 
that there are ſeveral Paſſages in the Public 5 

Office; which are peculiarly adapted to its Uſe WW - 
OW? { 5 2 * in 8 


in a C 0 Wich ate not Algen 
Abſyrdity and Impropriety when they are de- 
ered in a private Room. 8 
The next Rubric limits the Nen of 
his Sacrament to the Minifter of the Pariſh; 
« or in his Abſence to any other lawful Mi- 
« niſter that can be procured. So that Wo- 
men and mere Lay-men are wholly excluded 
from intermeddling herein. When our Loxp 


ich his Apoſtles, and in them to their Succeſſors, 
t of and promiſed, as to what they ſhould do — 
un- in, to be with them (even unto the End of 
the World.” To admit Perſons into the 
\ro- Church, is an A& of Authority which none 
alar ſhould pretend to, but thoſe who are thereunto 
* — by Cur1ST the Head of it: And 
ad in his Name it is that they on Gop's Part pro- 
miſe Remiſſion of Sins and Spiritual 
ration, which -come primarily and originally 
from Gon, and are never conveyed to Man in 
the Sacraments, but by. thoſe whom he bath 
been pleaſed to make his: Inſtruments. That 
this is the Opinion of our Church is plain from 

her Declaration in the twenty-third Article, 


eto take upon him the Office of public Preack- 4 
ing or Miniſtry of the Sacraments in the 
+ Congregation, before he be lawfully called 

and fent to execute the ſame:“ And in her 
twenty-fixth/ Article ſhe diſcovers the Grounds 
on which ſhe. paſſeth this Judgment, becauſe. 


ow 


eto {i inſtitured Baptiſm, he gave his Commiſſion to 


where ſhe faith, <* It is not lawful for any Man 


. N n have N in the Miniſtra- wY 
6 tion # 


* 
Bs , 3: of 


- | % 


8 dts 
<-tion-of the Word and Sacraments, do not 
the ſame in their own Name, but in C HRIST'S, 
« and do miniſter by his Commiſſion. I 
12 thority.? TD 
Wben therefore an infirm Infant: is to be 
Baptized at Home, and a lawful Miniſter is 
procured, he with them who are preſent, is 
„ to call upon Gop, and fay the Lo R 's 
Leg FR and as many of the Collects ap- 
pointed to be faid before in the Form of 
"0 « Public Baptiſm, as the Time and preſent 
* Exigence will ſuffer. And: then the Child 
being named by ſome one that is preſent, 
the Miniſter ſhall pour Water upon it,“ and 
uſe that divine and unalterable Form; „ I 
* 'Baptize Thee in the Name of the Farhex, 
<«. and of the Son, and of the holy Gnos x.“ 
After which he concludes the Service with a 
Thankſgiving fromthe former Office. 
Left any one ſhould imagine that the Sacra- 


1 5 i ment adminiftred' in this ſhort and conciſe Man- 


ner, is not complete, and the Child hereby not 
made a Chriſtian; or ſhould be apt to think or 
ſay, that the Child is only half Chriftened, as 
too many Ignorant People fooliſhly and ab- 
ſurdly expreſs themſelves ; the Church adds, 
by way of Explanation, © Let them not 
% doubt, but that the Child ſo Baptized is 

* lawfully and ſufficiently Baptized, and ought 

not to be Baptized again. Yet nevertheleſs, 
& if the Child which is after this ſort Bap- 
ec tized, do afterward. live, it is expedient that 


40 it. be brought into the e to the Intent 


that 


＋ 
3 4 
PR. 


: En. 
„ 


ee that if the Miniſter of the ſame Pariſh did 


*« himſelf Baptize that Child, the Congrega- 
tion may be certified of the true Fopm of 
« Baptiſm. by him privately before uſed :*} 
And To he is to declare this } in the Words ſet 
down in the Book. 

But if the Child were Baptized by any 
& other lawful Miniſter, then he is to exa- 
mine thoſe who bring the Child to Church, by 


whom it was done, — in whoſe Preſence, and 


with what Matter and Words the Child was 
Baptized; and if by their 4+ Anſwers he finds 


«+ that all Things were done as they ought to 
e be; then ſhall not he Chriſten the Child 


& again, but ſhall receive him as one of the 


% Flock of true Chriſtian People, and in 

Words ſet down, acquaint the Congregation, 
that all having been well done, he is by the 
Laver of Regeneration in Baptiſm received 


into the Number of the Children of Go 


« and Heirs of everlaſting, Life.“ 
The Goſpel is read, and the Exhortatios 


upon it, the Loxp's Prayer repeated, and the 


Thankſgiving follows, almoſt all agreeing with 
the former Office, except the change of a few 
Words in regard to the Child's having been al- 


ready Baptized. Then the Name of the Child 


being aſked, the Godfathers and Godmothers 
have the ſame Demands put to them, and the 
ſame Anſwers are required. After which the 


Miniſter. receives him into the Congregation, 


and ſigns him with the Croſs; and after the 


ſhort Preface, returns Go p hearty Thanks in 


C5 Behalf: 


# 


EF Behalf of the Infant, and concludes with an 


n N T 1 
o * 8 
— 
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Exhortation relating to the Duty of the Spon- 
ſors, all pretty nearly the ſame as in the former 
Office. Sothat here no farther AR 1s 
uiſne. 
OY is a Poſlibility chat when the Prieſt 
Queſtions thoſe who bring the Child, whether 
he hath been rightly Baptized, their Anſwers 
may be fo uncertain that he cannot learn whe- 
ther the Infant hath had the true Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm, or whether any of the eſſential Parts of 
that Sacrament were omitted : And in this Caſe 
he is ordered to uſe the whole Service of Public 
Baptiſm, but when he comes to the Form of 
Baptiſm to ſay, * If thou art not already Bap- 
<<. tized, I Baptize thee, Sc. And this Form 
of H ypothetical Baptiſm is, I think, made uſe 
of a, thoſe Children whoſe Parents have de- 


ſerted them in their Infancy, when they fall 


into charitable Hands, and it is not known 
whether they 405 been _— E pas of 
not. 25 ö 


10 | 


* 
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Of the BAPTISM of ſuch as ave of 
D ee Tens. e 


T hach been obſerved that aud Church in 
her Liturg gy. hath furniſhed us with three 
81 arent Offices to be uſed in the Celebration 
of che Sacrament of e each r 
1 war 


S2FEgSSYCTS we, * 
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in WM the particular Circutmſtances either of Place or 

n- Perſon. The chird and laſt of theſe comes 

er now to be briefly conſidered,.— I ſay briefly, 

is becauſe the Eſſentials of Baptiſm being religi- 

5. ouſly preſerved in them all, and the Addreſſes 

ft to: the "harm lt y boch in the ions, and 

er Thankſgivings being nearly the fame, a Si 

rs Explanation of them is ſufficient, and Mertz. 

e- tions would be uſeleſs and infipid. __ 

p- This Service is entitled, . The Miniſtration 

of of Baptiſm to ſuch as are of Riper Years, f 
fe « and able to anſwer for themſelves.” And | 
lic therefore it is plain that, in this Caſe, ſome _ i 
of Parts of it muſt differ from the other Forms, 1 
p- which regarded: only the Baptizing of Infants, b 
m who could not comprehend the 8 the 

fe Goſpel Covenant, nor were able to "_ for 


themſelves. 
all This Office was not o indy! in our Litur- 
in gy, but was compoſed and inſerted at the laſt. 
or Review, ſoon” the Reſtoration of our 
i, Church and Nation; when with the Return of 
thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, we were overflowed 
HJ vith Jews and Infidels, and an Inundation of 
B Wl Scttaties who called themſelves Chriſtians, 
when many of them had never been regularly 
of admitted into the Church. On theſe Accounts 
the tender. Care of our Governors in Long 
Church, thought it to compoſe 3 | 
Office, to be fed of rear of thoſe , wha;.. . | | 
ſhould be thoroughly perſuaded. of the Neceſ -/ 
ſity of Chriſtian Baptiſm, and deſirous in that 
Mine i ls, and, | 2B 
: | wo | 
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-who on Admittance into the Church would ſo- 
lemnly Promiſe and Vow to adhere to the Faith 
of Chalisr, and to live cas his holy Goſpel re- 
quires. And, beſides this, as our Commerce 
extended itſelf far both into the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern Parts of the World, and by the Care 
and Pains of good and pious Labourers in the 
Word and Doctrine, many were drawn from 
their Heatheniſm and Idolatry, and became 
perſuaded of the Truth of Chriſtianity; this 
was ſtill another and a very powerful Reaſon 
for our having an Office ſuitable to the Occa- 
ſions of receiving theſe Converts into the Church 
of CRI by Baptiſm. 6 oo 
But thou our Deſire is great to enlarge the 
King our Lo Rp, yet all poſſible Care 
is taken not to admit as his Subjects any who 
for oy Motives or with indirect Views 
would. croud into it. We deſire no Converts, 
but ſuch who are anf and Honeſt, who 
are fully informed in the Nature of the Chriſ- 
tian Covenant, and are perſuaded in their Minds 
that it is their Duty and their ſpiritual Intereſt 
to come into it. The Hearts of Men are in- 
deed deceitfuly and deſperately wicked, ſo that 
we cannot certainly know them. It is poſſible 
we may be deteived in the Judgment we make 
of them: And this ſhould ſpur us up to a 
more diligent Enquiry into the State of their 


Souls, and the Sincerity and Soundneſs of their 


Intentions 3 and with this View our Church or- 
ders in her Rubric beſore this Office, that 
| 5. when any ſuch Dbcloks, who: are of Riper 
"Yeats 
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e Years are to be Baptized, timely Notice 
% fhall be given to — Biſhop, or whom he 
<< ſhall appoint for that Purpoſe, a Week be- 


fore at the leaſt, by the Parents, or ſome 


„ other diſcreet Perſons; that ſo due Care 
may be taken for their Examination, whether 
« they be ſufficiently inſtructed in the Prinei- 


« -ples of the Chriſtian Religion; and that 
c they may be exhorted to prepare themſelves 


with Prayers and Faſting for the receiving 


6c of this holy Sacrament.” Where, by the 

way, we may obſerve, that as Retirement from 
the World, in order to give ourſelves up for a 
Time to ſerious Thoughts and Meditations, 


and as Faſting and Abſtinence - attended with 


fervent and earneſt Prayers to Gop for his Pays” * B 
don and Bleſſing, are the fitteſt Means to ob- 
tain his Favour before we enter upon any folemn © | il 
and weighty. Work; ſo Perſons who deſire to 


receive the Chriſtian Baptiſm will with - the 
greateſt Propriety ſpend the Time immediately 


preceding it in thus devout and ain Man- 5 


. 
« If they ſhall be found fit, thin the God. 
fathers and Godmothers (the People being 


<«< aſſembled upon the Sunday or Holy- day ap- 


pointed) ſhall be ready to preſent them at 


« the Font immediately after the Second 
Leſſon, either at Morning or Evening Pray 


« er, as the Curate in his Diſcretion ſhall think 


fit.!“ The Godfathers and Godmothers chere 
mentioned preſent the Perſon at the Font to be 
Nene thoſe exchtighed 1 in the other Office 


. 


\ 


| 
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but in other 
At the Baptiſm of 4 an Infant they are Sponſors 


actual Tranſgreflions, and that they 


bring the Infarits to receive that Sacrament; 
they are very different. 


to anſwer. for him, and enter into an Engage- 


ment to ſee him religiouſly Educated ; but here 


they are only Witneſſes of the Perſon's entering 


into the Chriſtian Covenant, when with his own 


Mouth he binds himſelf to comply with the 


Terms of it; and the only Duty incumbent 


on them, is to remind him of the ſolemn Been 
he here takes upon him. 

All being ready, and Randibg) at the Font, 
the Prieſt is to enquire whether the Party hath 


been already Baptized; and being aſſured that 
he hath not; he acquaints the Congregation, 


that all Men are born in Sin, and commit many 
- cannot en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, except t 

be born anew E Water and of 2 
Gnosr: He therefore befeeches them to 
upon Gon for the gracious Acceptance of the 
Perſon now preſent, and goes before them in 
the Prayers commented 9 —— in the former 
Office. 

The Goſpel in chen rad; 
the third Chapter of St Ja wherein the 
Evangeliſt records the Diſcourſe which our 


bleſſed Lon D had with Nicodemus, when he 


born again of 


ſhewed the Neceſſity of being 


| Water and of the SpIRIT: A tens of 


tare extremely well adapted to this O- 
caſion. And in the Exhortation followin the 


! 


- - 
— : 


t; chem the Commiſſion! for Baptizing which the J 
nt. Apoſtles received of their Maſter, and the 
ors Wl readineſs with which the firſt Chriſtians ſub- 
ge- mitted to this ſacred Ordinance, and gives them 
ere WH good grounds of Hope that to this Perſon truly 
ng repenting and coming unto Carist by Faith, 
wn he will grant Remiſſion of Sins and the Gifts 
the of the holy Gnosr, and eternal Life. | 
ent Next follows the Thankſgiving for our be- 
ws ing received into the Knowledge of Chriſtianity, 

4 with a Petition for the Increaſe and Confirma- 
nt, tion of it; and then the Prieſt, addreſſing 
th WT himſelf to the Perſon to be Baptized, makes 
lat the ſame Demands as in the former Office, and 
nN, he with his own Mouth is to anſwer every one 
ny of them particularly. . 

After this is done the Prieſt takes the Can- 
didate for this Sacrament *< by the right Hand, 
« and placing him conveniently by the Font, 
&« ſhall aſk the Godfathers and Godmothers 
e the Name; and then ſhall dip him in the 
© Water, or pour Water upon him, faying*”* il 
thoſe ſolemn and invariable Words which the 
bleſſed Ixsus appointed always to be uſed when. 
this Sacrament is adminiſtred; and then he 
receives him into the Congregation f 
„ Crur1sT's Flock, and ſigns him with -the 
*« Sign of the Croſs” and exhorts the Con- 
gregation to join with him in the LorD's 
Prayer, and in humble Thanks for the Blefs- 
ings received, and devout Supplications for 
him who is now admitted into the Church by | 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, |: He then Ine: ng "+ . 


e A8 AS AA 


and Profeſſion which he hath here made; and 
him © to walk anſwerably to his Chriſtian Call- 


3 Criſtianity adminiſtred with Prayer and Im- 


fo Mn Expo oftion on the Offices © © 
fFirſt to thoſe who have been choſen Witneſſẽs 


of this ſacred Action, and chargeth them to 
put him in mind of the ſolemn Vow, Promiſe 


then to the new Baptized Perſon, exhorting 


„ jng, and as becometh the Children of Life.“ 

Here .the Office Ends : Only a Rubric is 
added, declaring it to be © expedient that every 
« Perſon thus Baptized, ſhould be Confirmed 
by the Biſhop ſo ſoon after his Baptiſm as 
_ « conveniently may be; that ſo he may be 
* admitted to the 5 Communion.“ | 


ot CONFIRMATION. 


H E ancient and Apoſtolical Rite of 
Confirmation was in the firſt Times of 


| poſition of Hands; ſome: additional Ceremo- 
nies were afterwards inſerted in the Celebration 
of it; and the Church of Rome hath brought 
into it ſeveral ridiculous Superſtitions, and 
hereby wholly excluded the Primitive Rite of 
laying on of Hands. But our pious and pru- 
dent Reformers, who thought Confirmation to 
be of too great Uſe and Amari to be laid 
aſide and neglected, rejected all thoſe adulterate 
Novelties, mg reſtored it to the Primitive and 
| Nh Apoſtolic 


y noeh te Sheds. 4 


Apoſtolic Form; and compoſed a grave and 


ſolemn, a pithy and expreſſive Office which | | 


in our Common Prayer Books carries this Ti- 
tle, „The Order of Confirmation, or laying 
„ on of Hands on thoſe that are Baptized 
come to Tears of Diſcretion,” 
When a Day is appointed for the Celebration 
ty the Biſhop, to whom for honour Sake this 
Miniſtration is ſolely reſerved, Notice is given 
to the Miniſters, that they may enquire who 


there are in their Pariſhes of a proper Age who 


haye not yet been Confirmed ; ;—that when they 
have found them, they may examine them to 
diſcover their Proficiency in Chriſtian Kriow- 
ledge, and inſtruct them in the Expediency of 
this Rite, and how they are to behave at it. 
The Office begins with a ſhort Preface, de- 
claring how convenient it is, that thoſe WÜuo 
'are come to Years of Diſcretion, and have 
learned the Purport of their Baptifmal Vow, 
ſhould with their own Mouth and Conſent 
openly before the Church ratify and confirm 
the ſame ; and therefore it is thought good to 


Order, „that none - hereafter ſhall be Con- | 


« firmed, but ſuch as can ſay the Creed, the 
% Lonp's rayer, and the Ten Command- 
„ ments, and can alſo anſwer to ſuch other 
«© Queſtions\as in the Church Catechiſm are 


contained From which Words we muſt 


not imagine a bare Recital or ſaying by Heart 
of the Church Catechiſm is ſufficient to qua- 
lify any for Confirmation; for then '"many 
Children of a younger Age than are uſually 

X : e 


1 themſel ves to belieye and do thoſe Things 


1 A. Bolyhtimmodie Offices. 
allowed of, would, by the help only of a good 
Memory, be fit for Confirmation: But the 


Church really intends that none ſhould be pre- 


Jented to the Biſhops before they can, inet only 
'fay, but underſtand and give à rational Ac- 
count of the Chriſtian Donne, and 3n parti- 
chlar are well acquainted with their Baptiſmal 
ö Vow, which they come hither to renew. 
The Preface ended, the Biſhop demands of 
the Perſons to- be Confirmed, whether they do, 
in the Preſence of Gop and the Congregation, 
renew their Baptiſmal Vow, and take it upon 
their Godfathers and Godmothers undertook 
and promiſed for them at their Baptiſm ? 
After every one of the Candidates for Con- 
fixmation hath ſhewn his readineſs to renew this 
Vo by a ditect Anſwer in an audible Voice; 
the Biſhop and Congregation join to expreſs their 
Joy, in the Words of the Pſalmiſt 3 —in ac- 
ae e their good Intentions to be owing 
Help of G0; in Bleſhng him for in- 


*þ ping the them with good Deſires and begging 


| that their Prayers which they are now abent i 
* "IP may be heard and 
Alfter theſe Verſicles and Ref ſes, | follows 
a Prayer, which hath, with little Variation, 
been uſed for ſeveral Ages in the Office of Con- 
firmation ; that thoſe who in Baptiſm have re- 
Ceeived the holy Gnosr the Sanctifier, may at 
| A4his Time receive the [ſevenfold Gifts of the 
1.11 e loan 4 * 
; . 4 When 


daily Increaſe of his holy SyIA AT. w 


e eee 


When the Biſhop hath in this Manner be- 
25 Gop, he lays his Hands on the Head 
every one ſeverally, and begs for them the 
nce of Gop's heavenly Grace, and 2 


4 1 Canbroomen whan rightly, go 

After the mutual Chriſtian Salutation of the 
Biſhop and People, the Lok p's Prayer is here 
ſubjoined, and is immediately followed by two 


Collects;; in which the Biſhop prays, that the 


Impoſition of his Hands on thoſe Perſons, 


may not be à vain and empty Ceremony, but 


that what is now done may be effectual to their 


well Living here, and their Salvation bere- a 4 
after: After Which he dude en = 


ſolemn Blefliing. = 


ſtition on the one Hand, and of ſſovenly Arte- 
verence and Indecency on the other: Abd 2 
the Rite is itſelf undoubtedly Apoſtoligal, fo 


"Thus, is ds Gore, but excellent. Otte f 
our, Church drawn up, fo as to avoid the-two = 
Extremes of Enthutiaſm and foppiſh Super- 


our Manner of adminiſtring *. agreed 1 . 1 


the Practice of the Apaſtles. - | 
At the End of this Office it i 1 ee . 


e none ſhall be admitted to the holy Commu- 


“ nion, until they be Confirmed, or be ready 1 


« and deſirous to be Confirmed.” 
I now 


proceed to apply what hath been ! 

| in the Examination of theſe Offices of Baptim I 
and Confirmation, in an-Addreſs to hof who I 

are in a peculiar Manner concerned in den. = 


22 4 
Yo . 
4 
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Voell-pleaſing 


An Expoſition on the M 


<< Ang * to Baptiſm, I muſt firſt ſpeak to 
Who have che Care of young Childten 

—— are not yet Baptized; that, whether they 
be Parents or Relations, it is a Duty incumbent 
on them to cauſe the Infants to be brought to 
Carsr's holy Baptiſm ; and there to be rege- 
nerated and born anew of Water and the Spi- 
'RIT, and be made Members of CHr1sT, and 
- Heirs of Salvation. Let them not dare to look 
upon this as a vain or empty Ceremony, which 


may ſafely either be complied with, or omitted; 


but as a Sacrament inſtituted by Cunisr him- 
ſelf for a Means of Grace, and for the ſolemn 
Entrance of his Diſciples into the Chriſtian 
Church. Let them not therefore detain the 
Infant by any unneceſſary Delays, but cauſe it 
to be Baptized as ſoon after its Birth as they 
cotveniently can, left by ſome unforeſeen Ac- 


ceident the Child ſhould die before it hath re- 


dcebived this Sacrament, and they undergo the 
Heavy Weight of their criminal Neglect. If 


the Child is well enough to be brought to 


Church, let them, by no falſe Pretence of Ill- 
neſs or Danger, prevail on the Minifter to 
Baptize it at See for Deceit and Fal ſhood 


ſhould never keep Company with religious Du- 
ties. When the Sponſors and others bring the 
Child to the Church, let them do it in ſuch a 
decent and grave Manner, as may ſhew that 
they are properly diſpoſed-to perform an Office 
to Gop: And when they come to 
the Font let them there behave with a religious 


Compoſure. Let their Attention be fixed 1 


e Baptiſm ed Gn, 4, 


the we ed the Prayers be offered up to Go 
with Fervour, and all the Reſponſes made with 


a becoming Gravity. The ſame ſerious De- 


portment will became them in their Return, 
from the Church, and when they come Home 


they will have great Reaſon to rejoice that the 


Infant is 1 a Chriſtian; but this Joy muſt 
be kept within decent Bounds, and not be ſuf+. 


fered to degenerate into Ribaldry or Immo- 


deſty, They may expreſs their Satisfaction by 
bh y entertaining their Friends, according, 
to. their, Station and, Circumſtances, but it be: 

mes a Sin when the Feaſt exceeds. the Bounds. 
5 Temperance, and. Sobriety. And the Pa- 
rent, who for Jo that his Child is / dedicated 
to Curr, ſhall himſelf Sacrifice to the De-, 


vil in Rioting and Debauchery, will, be far from 


finding any Excuſe for his e For 
what Coneord hath CuRIS with Belig ? What 
agreeme 2 75 Purity with — 15 

As to. 
Perſons 1 to whom I muſt addreſs myſelf. 

Firſt to thoſe who have not been Confirmed. 


Young People of the Age thought moſt proper. 
for, Confirmation, are ſubject to many, and 


great; Dangers, when they are. coming into the 


World without Experience ;—when their Paſ-: t 
ſions: have a greater Power over them than 1 


Reaſon; when they are weak and defenceleſs, 
and not well able to reſiſt the Temptations of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, which 


Laue and e Ld have need. 


8 «2 2 


on firmation,. there are three Sores of. | 


| 


offer themſelves to them in ſo many of ove, i 
ſuperior . 


LY — l Ger | 
ſhperior Grace to enable them to'withftind their 
artful Alluretients and Inſintuations; avid this 
Govt vouchfafes at Confirmation, and diſ- 
penſech to choſe who: ſolemnly” renew their Co- 
venant with him, and ſubmit to this Rite which! 
the Church hark ordered and appointed. 
Let them moteover Conlicer, that none are, 
according tb the Rules of our Church, to be 
admitted to the holy Communion. until 
«it they be Confirmed, or be ready and deſitous 
a to be Confirmed. * 80 that, if they have 
any Value for che Commands of Cunts r, and 
any Emulation to be admitted to his hoty Ta- 
ble, and to communicate i in that higheſt Act of 
| Chriſtians Worſhip; kt them offer themſelves 
to the Biſhop to be Confirmed 3 ſince that is 
the only regulär Introduction, and the beſt 
Pfegaration to tfieſe ſacred Myſteries. 
Some are indeed adinintett to the Sabre 
of the Lonp's Supper before Confirmation, 
but them it is on this Condition, that they ſhall 
the firſt Opportunity that offers preſent tem- 
ſelves' to be Confirmed. So that I muſt' ad- 
moniſh all Perſons, of what Age ſoever they 
be, not to think their Confirmation hereby ſu- 
FPerceced or diſpenſed with ; left they ſhobld be! 
1 = i 14 75 at (laſt Weleda; in i 
hg. with that Condition, upon 'whi 
| they 162A — admitted to the hol 11 able. 
When Perſons are perſuaded of the N 


= of this Rite, let them make themfelves ef | 


vainted' with our ſhort Catechiſm, ſo as to 
to render an Acebdunt of their Faith ac- 
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may chere ſee what their Sureties then” pre 


neee 


7 
e 
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r Own. 
Pars, or thoſe who's are' 


of Bajtif moe | 


cording! te 1 Let them read Coral 2 0 1 tis 


and carefully the Office of Baptiſmi, that | 


for Ag, and what they àte no to take upon” 


chemſelves: And let them read ober with®the | 


fame Care the Order of Omee of Confirmiatioh, 
that they may know beforehand What they are 
going to do, and may conſider how to behave 
themſelves at it with Decency and Proptiety. 

Let them not 160k upon khis ſolem Rite oniy 
as a matter of Form and Cuſtom, or attend 
upon it only to abi their Friends, or ſatisfy 
their Importunity: But let them & to it wich 
« due Senſe of the great Uſefulneſs and Ne- 


ceſſity of it; and with a Deſign to become bet. 


ter Chriſtians after it. They ſhould fully - 


ſolve to let it have a right Effect upon their 


future Lives and to live 17 7 855 to the Will 


of Gop/ chat ſo they may be fitly' prepared to 
receive the Holy Sacrament on the Fon Oppor- 
tunity that offers. And above all, let them 


be conſtant and earneſt in their Prayers to Gop, 


for a Bleſſing on theſe their Endeavours; wie 


out whom we can neither will nor Us! an} 

thing that is „and who alone can af 
them in the Performance of their Pious Vous 
and Reſolutionns. 5 : 
Secondly,” I muſt addreſs theſe! WhO have' 
the Care of you ng Perſons, who have not yet 
been Confirmed. ' Youth is too apt to be 
giddy and thoughtleſs, and do not copy 1 
„ And fote, 
555 would 
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"a 4a Expoſition on the Offices . 


remind them of their Duty, inſtruct them i in 
the Principles of their Religion, fit them for 
Confirmation, and ſee that they be Confirmed 
the firſt Opportunity that offers after they are 
fit for i it. It is the Duty of Parents, . becauſe 
they ought to take care of the Bodies and Souls 
bf their 8 and to provide F ood for the 
one as well as for the other. 
But, beſides the Parents, Godfathers and 
Godmothers are particularly obliged; to over- 
look, the Education of their God-children, and 
that they be. brought up in Virtue and 
neſs, This was what they, undertook, 


when the Children were Ba xized, and they 


| We ſpiritual Guardians of them. Then! it 
* ee the Miniſter, told them they, were to 
"=o Care, that the Children they were Sureties 
15 on See be bronght to the Biſhop to be Con- 
ſymed, when | they ſnould come, to. years) of 
Reer and this they aſlented to So that 
if, they neglect to bring them, after fit Ex- 
ataination and Inſtruction, to "this Apoſtolical 
Kite, Sin lieth at their, Door: And to foch. I 


ſay, until Confirmation, the Care, of bringing 
: chem up in ch in the Chriſtian Religion 1s — = 
on you; unleſs you. ſee it taken off from your 
Hands by -pious and careful Parents or Teach- 


But when they are Confirmed, they "take 


| 1 2 Care of their Souls upon themſelves, and 


wre already, been Confirmed. For whz 


releaſe you from your Obligation. 
Laſtly, I muſt addreſs myſelf to thoſe 5 
th 


erb 


been ſaid, "highly, e US. 1 "ua 
13": Tv 1 


4 


e eee, 5 


therefore loolt back on our own Confirmation, 
Let us reflect on the Solemnity with which it 
was adminiſtred, and how t a Part we 
bore in it. Let us conſider the ſolemn Vows 
re then made to God before many Witneſſes; —. 
he Engagements we then laid ourſelves under 
of living as becometh Chriſtians ; — and that 
hat we then did, was done voluntarily and 
knowingly, without any Force or Compultfion, 
and when the Age we were of made us capa- 

dle of underſtanding what we did. When we 
were Baptized in our Infancy, our Sponſors - 

promiſed for us, that we ſhould enter into the 
erms of the Goſpel Covenant. Thoſe Pro- 
iſes which were then made in our Names, 
were, indeed, obligatory to us, and we were 
bound to perform them when we came to Age. 

But as, in our own Perſons, we have ſince ſo- 
:mnly renewed'this Vow, at a Time when we 
ere capable of underſtanding the Subſtance 

nd Import of it: As at Confirinativn we took 
pon ourſelves to belieye and do, what our Su- 
ties undertook and promiſed in our Behalf at 

ur Baptiſm, z doth not this, think ye. highly 
creaſe our Obligation, and add to our Guilt, 
hen ys act Nee to this our —_ Agree- 
Let us member that as Perſons are but 
nce Baptized, ſo they are never to be but once 
onfirmed; bur that theſe Engagements once 
ntered into, bind us for the whole Courſe f 
ur Lives; and: therefore let us never fo 5 
* then laid ourſeives un 

D 


"op 


2 on en 1 th G 
tithe Remembrance of ther nde We 


rom giving way to the Ent 
and preſerve us  unmoveable wavy ane 
in the Faith of . 1 gh, 
Chriſtianity, not barely as 3 
we have had the Chance to, be, eg on 
cated: in, but as a Religion which we 
Choſe, 3 Embraced, and are ved 
to Perſevere in. Then may we 1 
hope, that Gop will bleſs, with a large Portion 
of his SpirIT us ee entered into 
his Church by. _ afterwards ſub, 8 
mitted to this A n chat he 
will grant the ! 992 we then made, and let 
his Fatherly 5 be over us, and his holy 
Spi ir be ever with us, and: ſo lead us in the 
Knowledge and Obedience of his 18. Fa 
in the End we may obtain eternal Life, t 
our Logp Jrsus Chzisv, to whom, with the 
Farnzx and the Holy Gnosr, be aſcribed all 
Honour, Praiſe and Adorain, now. and For 
ever. iin IE» 


ria 
A Prayer on Baptiſm, bo be added at at 0 


to our Private Devotions ; from Biſhop 
Taylor. * * 4 9 *% 992 ee R 2 0 44 * 
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9 Holy. LF: eternal. 12 Vs, 92 55 f 
own, Perſon waſt pleaſed to 
8 of. | Np, 1k hy Init 


Comma male them 


9992 


9 Baptiſm and Confirmation. 
e Purpoſes of Grace and Remedy; be 
pleaſed to verify the holy Effects of Baptiſen 
to me and all thy 8 whoſe Names are 
dedicated to Thee i in an early and timely Pre- 


rify all our Promiſes, by which we were e 
then when thou didſt "Eft. make us thy own 


of a holy Covenant. - 
O be' pleaſed to pardon: all thoſe indecent 


and wicked Inperruptions of that State of Fa- 
b vour in which thou didſt plant us by thy 


Grace, and admit us by the Gates of Baptiſm: 


he And let that Srinrr, which moved upon thoſe 
le holy Waters, never be abſent from us, but 
call upon us and invite us by a. Ar- 


che gument and daily Solicitations and Induce- 


hat ments to Holineſs; that we may never return 
ll to the Filthineſs of Sin, but by the Anſwer of 
ir Conſcience may pleaſe Thee, and glo: 
. 5 60 thy Name, and A to thy Religion 
fol and Inſtitution 1 in this World, and may receive 
che B and the Rewards of it in the 


World to come, being preſented to Thee 
and j in the Day of thy Power, 95 
thou lead thy Church to a 8 

8 cſs Glories. Anen. 3706 4 


57 oh 


ſentation 3 and enable us with thy Grace to ve- 


Portion and Relatives, in the Conſummation . 
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4 Pies 321 Thankſeiving- 105 the Abad 
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Coſins. TP Pa 
Lox, heavenly Far HER, Almighty eve 

8 and everlaſting Gop, who of thine in- 
finite Goodneſs towards me, when I was born 
in Sin, and was no other than an Heir of ever- 
laſting Wrath, didſt vouchſafe that I ſhould, 
as upon this Day, be born again of Water and 
the Holy Gos in the bleſſed Laver of Bap- 
oy bill thircby made a Member of Carisr 
and an Heir of eternal Life: For this thine 
ineſtimable Favour I do here gratefully com- 
memorate that happy Day, and in moſt hum- 
ble and hearty wiſe I do extol the abundant 
Riches of thy glorious Grace; in thy Sight 
renewing that ens Vow which was then 
made 13 my Name, to forſake this wicked 
World, and to live as a Chriſtian ought to do, 
77 Obedience to thy holy Faith and Command. 
ments: Moſt humbly beſeeching Thee of thy 
great Mercy to pardon me all former Breaches 
of my folemn Promiſe, and to endue me fo 
with the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy SPir1T, that 
henceforth I may walk in Newneſs of Life, 
worthy of that bleſſed Eſtate whiereunto thou 
haſt called me; and keeping myſelf unſpotted 
from the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, [ 
may daily die unto Sin, for which Cauſe I was 
Baptized into the Death of CHRIST ; and as [ 
Wy had my Part this Day in the firſt Rege- 
neration, 


1 0 


; of Baptiſm and Confirmation. 33 
neration, ſo. I may at the laſt Day have my 
Part in the ſecond and great Regeneration of 
the World, to live and reign with Thee for 
ever, through the Merits of JESUS Curisr 


our LokD. Amen. | 


4 Pr ayer before Conßrmation, 40 be uſed by 
_ that are preparing for it : By Mr 
Nelſon, "oe 


"OST merciful God, by whoſe gracious 
Providence I was born of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents, and early dedicated to thee in holy Bap- 
tilm z make me thoroughly ſenſible, I beſeech - . 
thee, of thy infinite Goodneſs in beſtowing 
upon me the bleſſed Privileges of being made 
a Member of thy Church, a Child ot Goo, 
and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Grant, O Logo, that by the Aſſiſtance. of 


thy Grace, I may carefully and zealouſly per- 


form all thoſe Conditions, upon which thou 
wert pleaſed to vouchſafe to me ſuch ineſtima-. 
ble Benefits: That I may conſtantly refiſt the 
Devil, and all thoſe Temptations by which 
he ſeeks to deſtroy me: That I may renounce 
all covetous Deſires of Honour, Riches, and 
Pleaſure, and all thoſe evil Cuſtoms and Max- 
ims of the World, which alienate Mens Minds 
from the Love of Gop : That I may mortify 
the inordinate Appetites of my own corrupt 
Nature, of my own carnal Mind: That I may 
believe all thy holy Revelations, and keep thy 
„„ ONES bleſſed 


u — 8 
bleſſed Will and Commandinents all the Days 


# | of my Life. 4 


And now, O Lok p, tac” am about to 
renew the ſolema Vow of my Baptiſm, and 
publickly in thy Preſence bo ratify all thoſe 


| . "Things I then promiſed by my Sureties; I 
| _ _ humbly beſeech thee to enlighten my Mind 


with the Knowledge and Underſtanding of that 
ſolemn Engagement I then made, and am now 
about to confirm; influence my Will, and al} 
the Faculties of my Soul, heartily and fin- 
cerely to perform it. Let not the many. and 
grievous Sins that I have committed, deprive 
me of thoſe Aſſiſtances of thy Holy SPIRIT 
Which I now expect to receive; but on my 
true Repentance, let the Precious Blood of my 
Saviour waſh away alf my paſt Sins, and 
grant that, I may be enabled to mortify and 
ſubdue them for. the Time to come. And 
foraſmuch as without thee, I am not able to 
. pleaſe thee, pour thy Holy Se1z1T into my 
Heart, that by his holy Infiragon I may think 
thoſe Things which are good, and by his mer- 
ciful Guidance may perform the fame, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lox b; in whoſe bleſſed Name 
and Words I continue to pray, ſaying, 
Sur ae dec. 


Hr KA 1 Ove; 217 bn i 12 92H 272 TS: 


4 Prayer Me en firmati eb may 
faid white others are confirming 
adde to the Evening Prayer. * whe Favly 


n , 'By # Mr Nelſon. 
Lee and praiſed be thy Holy 
Lord, for-t 
which thou haſt been plated to communicate 
to me. 

Bleſſed be FR Name for thoſe comfortable 
Aſſurances thou haſt given me of thy Favour 
and Goodneſs towards me. Bleſſed be thy 
Name for that Privilege thou haſt now be- 


ſtowed upon me of OY thy holy Ta- 


ble, and of ſtrengt my and refreſhing my + 
the Body and wood | 


Soul by ere there 
of Chriſt. 

Increaſe in me, .O:Lzoan, more 40 more 
the Gifts of thy Holy Sunn, that I may be 


wiſe for Eternity, and make it the chief Bu- 


fineſs of my Life to pleaſe thee in all my Ac- 
tions ; that I may love and fear thee above all 
Things; that I may be juſt and righteous in 


all my Dealings, and ready to communicate to 


the N eceſſities of others; that I may keep a 


conſtant Watch over myſelf, ſo as not to ex- 


ceed the Bounds of Temperance and Sobriety. 

Grant, O-Loxp, that my corrupt Nature 
may be daily renewed and purified by thy 
Holy Spixir, that no Danger or Perſecution 
may affright . 


0 5 
and may be 


Nate! 0 
ies of Grace, 


from my Duty; that no Plea- 


ſure nay make me. careleſs and negligent in 
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' Lokp, fo guide and govern me through the 
that I may not fail to obtain eternal Life in, che 


the Performance of it; and that under A fflic- 
tions moſt grievous to Fleſh and Blood, I may 
be entirely J, and ſubmit to thy holy 
Will and Pleaſure.” Let thy Holy Syzz1T, O 


whole Courſe of my ſhort Life in this World, 


World to come, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
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1 Cor. XI. 165 17. 


Ele when Thou ſhalt Bleſs with the Spirit, hots | 
ſhall He that occupieib the Room of the Un- 
learned, ſay Amen at thy giving of Thanks, 
ſeeing He underſtandeth not what thou'ſayeſt * © 
For Thou verily giveſt Thanks well, but the 
wir e e 75 n 4 


859 
© 8 of this Epiſtle, diſcourſeth of the 
Diverſity of thoſe miraculous ſpiri- 
D N tual Gifts which were then diſtributed 
by the Holy Gnosr among the Faithful, and 
had each of them their peculiar Uſe in the 
Church. The Interpretation. of Tongues, and 
ſpeaking in Languages which they had never 
learned, was at that Time conferred on many 
of the Primitive Chriſtians ; and was, as we 
underſtand. by this Chapter, "ſorngtimes abuſed 
and e Ks The Gift of Languages was 
n for the Increaſe of the 8 55 of 
8 e + Chron; 


AI NT Paul, in "the 12th | Clues 
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Cnaisr; chat thoſe Nations which ſpake in 
ſtrange Tongues, might be informed in their 
own, Languages of the Truth of the Goſpel, 
and be brought hereby to receive it: And be- 
ing converted to the Faith of CHRISTH by this 
miraculous Sign, might, by the ſame Means, 
be more fully inſtructed in his Religion : 
Tongues then were not chiefly given for the 
© Edification of che Church for, in the Wards 
of the Apoſtle, He that ſpeaketh in an un- 
known Tongue may edify himſelf ; but except be 
interpret, the Church can receive no Edifying 
hn IK ein 
Hence it is that St Paul here argues largely WM the 
againſt Praying in the public Congregations in MW ft 
à Tongue unknown to the People; — reſolves 
for his own Part, though he pate with Tongue: 
more than they all, ſo to pray that the Brethen 
might underſtand him, and join with him in 
his Petitions : -E/fe, faith he in the Text, when 
thou ſhall: Bleſs with the Spirit; when. thou, be- 
ing a Miniſter in the urch, ſhalt uſe ſuch 
Forms of Prayer and Thankſgiving as the 
Spirit hath dictated to thee, or, .as being com- 
poſed. by the Church, are agrerable to the 
Mind of the Spirit, but .ſhalr uſe. them in an 
unknown Tongue, How ſball be that occupieih 
the Room of the Unlearned, how fhall any of 
the Congregation who hath neither leaned the 
Language thou ſpeakeſt, nor . hath the Gift of 
interpreting Tongues ; how . ſhall ſuch an one 
join with thee in thy Addreſs to Gop, and*/ay 
Amen at thy giving of Thanks, ſting be under- 
ne A fandeth 


| Te Rational a. 59. 
andes not what thou ſayeſt ? For thou verily * 
giveſt 7 banks 1vell, but the other is not Ediſed. 

If then it be unlawful to uſe Prayers in the 
Church in an unknown Tongue ; we may 
from thence conclude, that it is the Duty 
every ane to underſtand atight tho e Prayers 
which are offered up in their Name as the Com- 
non Nrqye xs of the Church, every time they 
meet together to ſerve Gop. For it is equally 
abſurd, whether the Miniſter offers up Prayers Re 
in a Tongue unknown to the People; or in 
FPS thei r-Comprebenſion. 
hy pur Service in general ſhould. be 4 
8 Service ; as whenever we pray. with 


the Spirit, we. hould ray with the. Under 
I 4185 7 My Test minds me of a Parti- 
ale 2 Ine ſhould do our Dilip 4 
oughly and clearly, to . underſtand z, 5 92 
. . Fuok, inſtead of 75 örm- 
rt. higheſt, Act of our 
of f St Paul ſeem to relate t 4 
the Lord's Supp Lt was 2 
N with ſolemn Bleſſin wes the Elements, | 


with ſolemn zh ns 15 Blæſing, Praiſe, 
and 17 5 48 therefore ſu the Chriſ- 
tian e 9 0 F Action ver early re- 


ceiveg 1 F gen Name of the Euchariſt of 
So 15 Abe e open 75 
nation 


the 
644 
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clude with an audible voice, faying, Amen, The 
Meaning of St Paul then, ſpeaking to him 
who offieiates in an unknown Tongue, is this :— 
When thou ſhalt 5% the Sacramental Ele- 
ments, and leſs Gor the Fountain of Good- 
neſs, how ſhall a private and unlearned Perfon 
in the Congregation, be able to confent and 
ſay the Amen to thy giving of Thanks and Cele- 
vatho of the Euchariſt, ſeeing he underſtandeib 
not what thou ſayeſt? 


Our Church hath provided An Order for the 


Adminiſtration of - the Lord's Supper or 'Holy 
| Communion; an Office excellent for its Ufe and 
Beauty; which on the one Hand avoids any 
Puritanical Irreverence or Indecency in the Par- 
ticipation of the Holy Myſteries; and oh the 
other, ſhuns with Caution' the oppoſite Extreme 
of Popiſh Superſtition. An Office which ac- 
quaints us with the Nature and Ends of this 

Sacrament; and is fitly contrived to excite us 
co the actual Exerciſe of thoſe ſeveral Graces 
which are required in thoſe who come to the 
Lord's Supper. 

But as this Care and Pains of our Church 
muſt come to nought, unleſs this Office be un- 
derſtood by her Members who make uſe of it: 
As without hit, they cannot ſay Amen, or ra- 
tionally aſſent to the Prayers which the Prieſt 
at the Altar offers up in their Name: I cannot 
41 think that it will, through Gop's Bleſſing, 

be of. great Service, if .I ſhould throughly ex- 

nd explain the Communion Offite, as you 
d it in your Common i a Books, and point 


11 


E a a od tis. wo... > 8 205.5. tt ir ao Re a; 


out 


". Wo 


* (4 


out to we the ee and rere of 


every Part of it. 

But firſt let us take Notice of what prected 
the Celebration. Becauſe the Church would 
have none come to the Holy Communion but 
ſuch as are fitly prepared to receive the Holy 
Myſteries, ' and to partake of the Sacramental 
Grace; ſhe hath ordered Warning to be given 
of its Celebration, on the Sunday, or ſome" Holt» 
day immediately preceeding, to give them time 
for a proper Preparation; and hath compoſed 
an Exhortation to be read to this P — 
That as this Sacrament is a Remembrance of 
CRN Iss meritorious Croſs and Paſſion; we 
ſhould render Thanks'to Gop, for that He hath 


given his Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, not only 


to die for ns, but alſo to be our Spiritual Food 


and Suſtenance in that Holy Saerament.—That 


the Comfort of Receiving it worthily, and the 
Danger of Receiving it e ſhould teach 


and ſtrictly and ſincerely to ſearch our Conſci- 


ences, and examine our Lives and Converſations. | 


o the Rule of God's Commandments ; to bewail. 


and confeſs our Offences to God with full purpoſe N 


of Amendment; and to reconcile ourſelves, and. 
make Reſtitution and Satisfaction to our Neigh- 
bours, if we have injured or offended them ; 
being likewiſe ready to forgive others that have - 


. offended us. That without Repentance, the: 


Holy Sacrament will profit us nothing. — That 


we muſt come to it with à full Truſt in God's z 
Mercy, and a quiet Conſcience, And that he 


* {RI | who. 


us o confider the Dignity of — ' Holy Myſtery, - i 


elde PUNK Method | cannot, caſe his 
- guilty and doubtful Mind, may open n bis Grief 
10 ſome Miniſter of God's Word, That by "oy 
| Miniſtry. of God's Holy Word he may rec 
Benefi of »Abſelution, together with ghoſtly 4 
eil and Adviee, io the quieſinę of; bus ee 
ond nme all Scruple and Doubifulneſs, _ 1 

From hence we may obſerve the ne of 
our Church concerning Confe/on to the e 3 
ſue doth, not hold it abholulely neceſſary, nor 
think it criminal. She neither commands it, nor 


very u/eful and enpedient, Here ſhe recom- 
arte the Uſe of it: And in her Office for 


Viſialian of. the Sick; the Prieſt is inſtructed to 


- move the ſick Perſon to male & ſpecial Confeſſion: 


of bis Sins, if be feel bis Conſcience apo > wr | 


any weighty Matter; and he is thereupon im 
payered etl bin df nl 40 3 
dire it. was 

Theſe: are (the; plain Directions which the 

Church gi gives her Members, that they may come 
Bay and . 2 to. ſuch an heavenly.Feaſt, in he, 


Merriage Garment required by God in Holy Scrip- 


ture;. and be received as wortby: * Habat. 
| Hob Table all along. ſuppoſing, that they, are, 

convinced. i is their Duty to communicate; hut 
as ſhe. is fully ſenſible that Men are too apt to 
be back ward in coming to the Holy Table; 
another Exhortation is provided to be uſed by. 
che Miniſter, inſtead of "tht former, 1nCaſe-he; 
| Jon ſee the People negligent: ta come 10 the-H 


Holy, 
eu Hoh, iſs God's, as. to 1 


% 


deſpiſ it: But holds it in ſome: Caſes) 10 be 


D Degen ge dss ces 


i 
be 


— 65 


them for the Sake of Chriſt, not torefuſe the In- 
vitation which. is made to them of being Gueſts 
at his Table, leſt their Unthaukfalne draw 


down the Wrath of Gon upon them, He | 
tells them, that Excuſes are eaſier made, than 


actepted and allowed: before Cod: That worldly 
Buſineſs ſhould not hinder them; and that Im» 
penitence, and Want: of Prepa | 
be any Plea. He profeſſeth his readings: to 


adminiſter this Sacrament, and vids, calls, and 
ex boris them in the moſt. moving Manner, to 


come and commemorate the Death of Chriſt; 
thereby performing what himſelf bath cum. 


manded, and avoiding the ſore Puniſhment which 


hangeth- over the Heads. of thoſe who 


ſelves fro 
And finally, that they: _—_ return 10 a better 


94 re big pore pr den "wich din 


ede ee, 4 b plan. 
be under ſtood, that eee 
Comment: And are of very great Uſe, in 
that they remind Men of this Duty, 
and tell them bow to 


but 


Qualifications pile in _ who would 1 
take . it. ; nf 1 & 


"8 F 
2 „* * 
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ration will not 


abſtain from the Lord's Table, ſeparate: ane; 
rom their Brethren, and do Injury to God. 


and eaſy 0 
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it aright ; in that 1 8 
they ſhew them not only the. Neceſity,” 
likewiſe the Natur of the Sacrament, and the 
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The COMMUNION SERVICE. 


| PASS we now to the Communion gel it- 
ſelf, which is to be uſed at the Altar or Holy 
Table ; which we, in conformity to the Practice 
of the Ancients, generally place at the Eaſt 
End of the Church; and encompaſs it with 
Nails to fence off Rudeneſs and Irreverence. | 
The Habit of the officiating Prieſt. is plain 
enough to prevent any juſt Charge of Super- 
. Pition; and, at the ſame time, ſuch as may 
Preſerve an awful 40: greet to God's Hey Service 
a, Worſhip. 
Ass this is in itſelf a din ** entire Office, 
ſo i it was the Cuſtom of our Church at the Be- 
| ginning of the Reformation, to ſing a Pſalm, 
or a Portion of a Palm, to diſtinguiſh» it from 
the preceeding Service. This laudable and 
ancient Practice is at preſent continued in moſt 
Churches amongſt us; but with this Differ- 
ence; that the Choice of the Pſalm is now left 
at the Diſcretion of the Clert; whereas in King 
Edward the Sixth's: firſt Lilargy, every Collect, 
Epiſtle, and Goſpel had a proper Introite, as it 
was called, prefixed, to be ſung ſoon after the 
„ r had entered within the Rails of che 
The Miniſter Sanding at the No#th Sids of | 
the Table, begins the Communion Office, as 
the Church of CHRIS formerly began her 


* Services, wr h the divine Prayer of our Lord; 


W 15 inſerted-1 in every diſtinct Office of our 
Church, 


r e 
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Church, that we may not diſobey his Com- 
mand who ſaid, ben ye pray ſay, Our Father, 
Se.; and that we may pray for thoſe Things 
which are needful for us, and yet our Blind- 
neſs hath omitted in the other Prayers, in this 
perfect and comprehenſive Form. It was an- 
ciently uſed by the Primitive Church at the 
Celebration of the Euchariſt, as moſt of the 
ancient Liturgies teſtify: And that, amongſt 
other Reaſons, on account of the Petition, 
Give us this Day our daily Bread; which they 
thought referred to this "Hob Sacrament, and 
therefore tranſlated it our ſuper ſubſtantial Bread; 
becauſe it confirms the Subſtance of the Soul, and 
is. diſtributed through our whole Perſon for ibe 
Benefit of Body and Soul. | 
hen this divine Form of Prayer is aid; 
the People being humbly on their Knees, are 
to accompan ny the Mini r not only in their 
Hearts, but with their Lips: For though it be 
not particularly ordered in this Place; yet it is 
in the Rubric after the Confeſſion in the Order 
for Morning Prayer ; where the Miniſter is to 
vie the Lox D's Prayer, The. People alſo knecling, ' 
and reporting # coith 
ſoever elſe it 1 7d in Diuine Service. 5 
IE this fi «tad a Collect, in which we | 
g of Gov to Gleanſe the Thoughts of our 
15 by the Inſpiration of , his Holy Spirit, 
For as David wathed his Hands in Innocency, ſo 
ſhould we purify our Hearis in Helineſs before 
we aut A the Altar of our, Gop, . The 


* . : 


7 * 5 our Heart; are for the Time of this 
ſacred 


him, both here, * wheres 


36 M% Rational | 
facred Office to be employed ly ud on hea- 
venly Things, and to be dedicated — to 
1 And if our mts be ſo WS as 
at' we m ly love Him; this perfect 
Love will wed? ther zealous and willing Obe. P 
Adience to a His Commandments, winch are pre. 7. 
ſently to be recited! * And if Gop grants us 
this Petition, we ſhall then be able L vl © 
_ magnify. his buly Name in the Enchriftical Sr 
Ser vice which we are entring u 
- When the Children of Thad we were to receive 
the Law from Mount Sinai, Meſes c 
them to waſh and ſanfify thetnſcelves: An 
now, we, haying . prayed for Purity of 8 
and Cleanneſs # RA, are the better 
to attend to the R of the be 
by the Mouth' of Gop's Miniſter. | To 
. e, Offs a erin 0 the Gn of 
mmi nion Office is to 
England, and an, Excellency which all etber 
Le both Ancient and Modern; are deſti- 
tute of, Now what can be more proper than 
to have the Commandments of Go rehearſed, 
at a Time when we are going in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Manner to renew our Vows of 'Obedienc: 
to them? If it be require bf thoſe who would 
communicate werthiſy, = amine their Lives 
. 4nd Converſations by the Nuli of Cod' Con- 
mandments, as one of te Exboriations J have 
latel y mentioned. ſays it is; then ſurely nothing 
can be more ſeaſorable chan to have theſe Con- 
mandments, this Rule ſet before us, that we 
may Judge and examine our Conſciences 13 
- V 


6p before. we preſume) 9 ee de holy 
Sacrament. 


Here then, whilſt the Miniſter jurning to the 
People, rebearſts diftinfily all the Ten Command- 
ments, let every one lay his Hand upon his 


every one by. 
Heart, and aſt himſelf how he hath offended _ bo 


. againſt each particular Law and with the 
greateſt Sincerity reſolve earneſtly to endeavour 
againſt the Attempts and Allurements to: that 
Sin for the future: And leſt he ſhould be at a 
Loſs for a penitential Form to expreſs 


Grace for 


to beg his. aſſiſting and preventing, 


the Time to come; the Church hath ordered. 
that after each Commandment the People ſhould 


ſay,” Lord baue Mercy upon us, and incline our 
Hearts to keep this. Law; and at the End of 
the Tenth Commandment, that they ſhould hum- 


bly beſcechi Gon to write: all theſe Laus im their 


Hons ; fo to: write; them in their Hearts, that 
they might have an Influence om whatever they 


ſay, do, or think; that being always governed 


and determined by them, all our Thoughts, 
48510 and Aftions may nd the Glory af 


. for the King's Majeſty, by whom we 
are protected in the Exerciſe of the true Reli- 


gion, and by whoſe Laws the Obſervation f 9 


0D's Commandments.is enforced with Temporal 
Penalties. Herein the Church England ſhews 


her faithful Loyalty to Gon's Vicegereni, that 
the ol no ordinary Service of her Commes 


The | wy. 1 6 


his Sorrow. * 
ing to aſk Pardon of Gep for his paſt Sms, and 


Tias Pert of the Service: is followed: by # _ * 
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Hearing unto Prayer. We have before prayed 


69 e Rational Communicant: 
Prayer Bool, in which his Authority is not 
r- recognized, and his Perſon prayed 


And herein particularly ſhe imitates the an- 
cient Church of Cur wwe Ss which I 
reign was always prayed for at the Celebration 
of the Holy 1 | | 

But here we muſt obſerve, that this Colle# 
for the King is introduced by that primitive 
Liturgical Form, Let #s Pray. The Senſe of 
which, as it is here uſed, ſeems to be as fol- 
loweth; We have been attending to the Word 
of Gop, and hearkning to his Law in the Ten 
Commandments ; let us now pals over from 


in the ſhort Reſponſes after each Commandment, 
Jet us now addrefs ourſelves to Gop in the fol- 
lowing Collect. We have in thoſe brief Pe- 

titions begg'd of Gop Grace and Pardon for 
ourſelves; let us now offer up our Supplications 


for his Anointed. Let us lay aſide all intruding 


and improper Thoughts ; let us not give way 
to the /mallefi Interruptions ; leſt they quench 
the Spirit of our Zeal, or cauſe the Lamp of 
our Devotion to burn with an unſteady Flame. 
Let us ferioufly attend to the Buſineſs we are 


| about. Let us reveremiy approach the Throne 


of Grace, and with a pious Earneſtneſs pray to 
After this Introductiun, the Church hath 
ſed a double Form, either of which the 
iniſter may uſe at his Diſcretion. In the firſt 

we beg, that, as the King is the Miniſter of 


Gon, 


The Rational Communicant. 1 


Glas. fo he may above all Things" ſeek Cal 
Honour and Glory, for the Good of his Church: 
and that we, on our Part, conſidering from 
whence he receives his Authority, may ſerve, 
bonour, and bumbly obey bim, not only for Wrath, - 
byt alſo for Conſcience ſake, The ſecond: ac. 
knowledges the Hearts of Kings to be in the 
Hand of God, and therefore beſeeches him to 
diſpoſe our gracious Sovereign, to ſeek the Ho- 
zour of Gop and the of his 

After this comes the Collect for the Day, 
propriated to the Epiſtle and Goſpel which fol- 
low it; and is, for the moſt part, a Petition 
for ſome Grace which they ſet forth as neceſſary 
for us; or, on Saints-Days, that we may imi- 
tate the laudable Example of thoſe holy Perſons, 
whoſe good Deeds we on thoſe Days comme- 
t, morate and thank Gop for. 13 
Hitherto the Miniſter who ies is e- 
joined to tand, and the People to kneel ; be- 
_ cauſe the Poſture of ſtanding is in him very he- 
coming in Eucbariſtical or Thankſgiving Of- 
fices; and it is eſpecially proper when he deli- 
vers the Commandments from God, as Moſes 
from Mount Sinai, that he ſhould do it in a 
Geſture intimating his Authority, and that he is 
the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. And Kneel- 
ing is as proper for. the Congregation, whilſt they -- I 
humbly implore Grace and Pardon of Gon, ; 
and beg a Bleſſing for thoſe whom he hath ſet 
over them. And this I the rather take Notice 
of, becauſe I have ſeen that ſeveral, for want 
of * the Directions of the Rubric, 


though 
7 


k A 


QT W R- 13 wh a 


; ble Poſture here required of them. Whereas, 
the very Nature of this Olemn Office demands 
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Service, have, whilſt be Communion Office was 
reading, been wanting in the decent and — 


of us as much penitential Humility and lowly 


Arne 


' he Liturgy. 
From Praying, we ariſe to hear the Word of 
God i in the Epiſtles and Gofpels, which are Por- 
tions of Scripture 
days, and fitted to the ſeveral Fæſtivalt and Sea- 
. fons of the Year. We are gradually led on to 
the moſt ſacred Myſteries, * 
- Law of the Ten 3 read to us; that 
Law which was firſt given to the 7faelites, and 
which our Loxp and Saviour cameafterwards 
to fill-up, and to exelt' the Duties of it to a 
more heavenly Perfection. After this, from 
the Ola Teftament we paſs to the New, the Law 
having ſerved to bring us to Chrift: And ſo 
ſome Paſſages taken (for the moſt Part) out of 
the Epiſtolary Writings of the Apoſtles, the Ser- 
wants of the Log D IxEsus, are read to prepare 
us for the Hearing of the Geſpel, which con- 
'*_  eains the Words or Actions of their and our 
Dod end Maſter; and is out of Reſpect reſerv- 
ed to the laſt Place: And for the fame Reaſon 


it was aCuſtom amongſt the Primitive Chriſti» 


a, and is poſitively enjoined: by our Church, 
that the Ae ern 1 whit the 115 


ed | | 
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© qhough'they noe Singer: eter Parti er th 


appointed for the ſeveral dun- 


having firſt. the 


a As. the Jews wad the N of their Del 
a verance out of Egypt, before they eat the Pa- 
1 over; ſo in the Primitive Church the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels were ordered to be read at the Cele- 
bration of the Holy Communion; though they _ 
read larger Portions of them than we as: at pre- 
ſent; But even thoſe very Epiſtles and Gof] a 
which are now in our Liturgy, are fo far from 
being but lately choſen, that moſt of them habe, 
in the Service of the Catholic Church, been af- 
fixed, to oy Sundays and Holidays on which -- 
we now uſe them for above theſe Mein 
2 r | 
As Faith cometh by r and 2s the 
mined foe Mend of God bath been juſt 
read unto us; we paſs on in the next place to 
rebear ſe the Articles of our Belief, as cont 
in, and ahſtracted from thoſe ſacred Writings 
which we have been giving Attention to. And 
as the Creed contains 155 Sum and Subſtance of 
the Goſpel, the People are to repeat it Fanding,, 
in the fame Poſture as they did whilſt the Ie 
pel was reading. And that, I ſuppoſe, ſays 
late learned and pious Biſhop Beveridge, is the 
Reaſon, why, although after the Reading of the 
Epiſtle, the Miniſter is to, ſay, Here endeth the 
Epiſtle ;. yet after the Reading Lf the Goſpel he 
is not to Jay,. | Here endeth-the Goh pel, (as 55 
who do. nat conſider the Rubrie, are wont to do) 
becauſe the Goſpel. dotb not properly end 12 85 
but. continues. Je; be declared and 5 in the 
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hended all the great Articles of that Holy hae 
_ which Chriſt bath revealed in his Goſpel. 

At our Baptiſm, we, amon Thir 
promiſe to believe all the Articles of the Chriſti 
an Faith, and therefore it is with the fund. 
Propriety that we here make an open Confeſſion 
of our Faith, at a Time when we are going to 
renew our Baptiſmal Vow in this otber Sacra- 
ment. And beſides, it is but juſt and reaſon- 
able, that thoſe who eat of the ſame Bread, and 
drink of the ſame Cup, ſhould profeſs the ſame 
Faith, and own themſelves to be joined toge- 
ther in Unity of. Spirit, before they partake of 
thoſe acred Myſteries. 

Add to this, that every ſolemn Confeſſwon of 
our * Faith muſt be looked upon as giving 
Glory and Honour to Gop, in recognizing his 
Eſſence and Attributes, and the Bleſſings which 
flow from thoſe Sources upon Mankind : And 
hence it, in a peculiar Manner, befits this holy 
Service of Thanks and Praiſe, In this we imi- 
tate the moſt ancient Liturgies of the Church; 
which, when this holy Sacrament was celebrat- 
. ed, bad an Eucbariſtical Form, in which Gop's 
Power and Goodneſs was acknowledged in the 
Creation, Preſervation, and Redemption of the 
World. Thus we, thou gh in a ſhorter Form 
of undoubted Authority, _ confeſs to the holy 
and undivided Trinity, and diſtinctly own the 
Divinity of each Perſon: We commemorate 
the Creation of the World, by God: the Father 
mighty: We acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be 
dur Lox, to have been — from all Eter- 


nity, 
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nity, to de of one Ad wii tbe Father, 
and with him Creator of all Things; That for 
our Salvation h# came down from Heaven; was 
made Man, ſuffered, and died for us. We 
commemorate his Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and 
fitting at God's right Hand: Expreſs our Ex- 
tation of his ſecond Coming, and declare, 
That his Kingdom ſhall have no End. We con- 
feſs to Gov, that he hath inſpired the Pro- 
phets; that he hath built a Church on the Foun- 
dation of the Apaſtles; that he hath appointed 
Baptiſm for the Keniſin of Sins; and given 
us Leave to loo for the Reſurretlion 7 the 
Dead, and an happy Eternity. 
f What more glorious Hymn than this can 
g Noe ſing to the Honour of Gop? Is it poſſible 
to mention any thing elſe that can ſo much re- 
n dound to his Glory? May not This our Ser- 
4 WW vice be well ſtiled he Euchariſt, when we thus 
eive Praiſe and Glory to Almighty Gop for 
the wonderful Manifeſtation of his Attributes, 
and the ineſtimable Bleſſings he hath beftowed 
upon us? Let not any one therefore think, 
that repeating the Creed is barely a Declaration 
of his Faith to the reſt of the Congregation; 
for beſides that, it is a moſt ſolemn Act of 
Worſhip, in which we hon:ur and magnify God 
both for what he is in himſelf, and for what 
he hath done for us: And let us all, ſenſible 
of this, repeat it with reverential Voice and 
Geſture, and lift up our Hearts with Faith, 
Thankfulneſs, and humble Devotion, whenever 
we lay, 1 e &c. of 15 | 
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In the Leſſons, and reading of the Seripture, 
the Miniſter ſpeaks uo the People as from Gop, 
In the Prayers, he is the Mouth of the People, 
and ſpeaks 4 Gop in their Behalf. ' But when 

the Creeds are rehearſed, the Miniſter anſwers 
only for himſelf, and every one of the Congre- 
gation likewiſe ſays in his oten Name, I believe. 
We cannot dive into the Thoughts of others, 
and ſearch out their Opinions : but when each 
one perſonally and expreſly joins in this Form 
of ſound Words; when each one for bim ſelf 
ſays, I believe; then we diſcover tbe Communion 
F Saints,” and the happy Conſent and Agree- 
ment of the whole Congregation, both with 
one another, and with the Catbolic Church of 
CurisT, in theſe fundamental wann Is 


his Religion, 180 
The THREE cRrEEDS. 


2% N D here I think it will not be ariſe, if 
we lay hold on this Occaſion to ſpeak briefly 
of the Riſe of Creeds in the Church: They 
had, probably, their Original from thoſe Pro- 
22 which were made by Perſons to be bap- 

' tized. Philip demanded of the Eunuch, whe- 

ther he believed with all his Heart ; and when 

he a» ſwered and ſ1id, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Son of Gd; immediately be baptized bim. 

This is what St Peter calls tbe Anfeoer of @ god 

 Cenſtience; and what the Church hath ever 

ſince retained. In the Primitive Church, the 


| (Queſtions which were put, and the Anſwers 
which 
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which were given to kg were but ſhort. 
But as Tares grew. up among the beat; as 
new Hereſies daily ſprang up in the Church, 
the Baptiſmal Interrogatories were extended, 
and the Creed enlarged, ſo as to oppole thoſe. - 
groſs and fundamental Errors and Hereſies 
which had begun to infeſt the Church. And 
hence, the ancienter the Creeds are, they are 
generally obſerved to be expreſſed in a more 


plain and ſimple Manner, and to be les expla- 


natory than thoſe of after Ages. 
I. That which we call be Apoſtles Cat | 
is therefore, probably, the moſt ancient of any 
which we publicly uſe. And though it is not 
likely that the whole Creed in the preſent Form 
of it was compiled by the Apoſtles; becauſe, if 
it had been ſo, St Lake would ſcarce have 
omitted ſuch a material Circumſtance when he 
wrote their As: Yet it is agreeable to their _ 
Doctrine, and might, in the main Branches of 
it, be compoſed in or near their Time. Thus 
muck is certain, that it is to be found in the 
Works of Authors of the fourth Century, in 
the /ame Terms as we uſe it in our Litatgy, 
And it is ſaid in the ſame Age to have been in- 
troduced into the public Service of the Church, 
II. The next in Order of Time, is the 
Creed uſed in our Communion Office, vulgarly 
called, the Nicene Creed, becauſe it was-chiefly 
compoſed in the firſt general Council of Nice, 
which was called againſt Arius in the Year 
325; and therefore in this the Divinity of our 
Lo AD and SAvioux Jesus CHRIST, is more 
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fully as explicitly ribs in Om to 
the Novel Opinions of Arius and his Follow- 
ers, who denied it. But this Confeſſion of 

Faith received afterwards more Enlargements, 
when the ſecond General Council was called at 
Conſtantinople 56 Years after, to condemn the 
heretical Tenets of thoſe who refuſed to own, 
that the Holy Ghoſt was God: And therefore 
this Council made Additions to the Nicene 
Creed, which in more preciſe Terms expreſſed 
the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. So that the 
Title of Lord and Giver of Life there applied 
to him, and the other Articles which follow it, 
were all affixed to the Nicene Creed by this 
Council : Excepting, that after it is ſaid of the 
Holy SeiR1T, that he proceedeth from the Fa- 
| riot the Latins, in the Middle of the fifth 
Century, or later, added theſe Words, And 
' from the Son, becauſe ſome of the Greek Wri- 

ters had before that denied the Proceſſion of the 

Holy Ghoſt from the Son. 

III. The other Creed which our Church 
makes uſe-of is commonly called the Creed of St 
- Athanaſius: Not that it is certain that he was 
the Author of it; but becauſe it contains his 
Doctrine of the Trinity, that ſound and ortho- 
dox Faith which the holy Atbanaſius with Cou- 
rage and Conſtancy vindicated and defended 
againſt che moſt powerful 'and numerous Part 
of the World. In this Confeſſion, the Divi- 

nity of the Three Perſons, and the Incarnation 
of the Son, are fully aſſerted againſt the Here- 


" tics who had at that Time broached contrary 
Opinions. 


was compoſed is conjectured, which muſt ne- 


been drawn up about the Lear of Chriſt 430, 
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Opinions, From hence the Timg in which it 


ceſſarily be laler than the Riſe of thoſe Hereſies 
which it oppoſes. And it is thought, by the 
Worthy and Learned Dr Vaterland, to have 


by Hilary Abbot of Ledins, and then Biſhop of 
Arles, for the Uſe of his Gallican Clergy, 
Theſe are the three Barriers of the Failb of 
our Church, extracted from the Holy Scrip- 
ture in the purer Ages of Chriſtianity: Though 
varioully expreſſed, yet the ſame in Subſtance; 
agreeable each to other; and all agreeable to 
the Word of Gop, and approved all along by 
the Catholic Church, In theſe Forms ſhe calls 
upon her Members to declare 1heir Belief to be 
conſonant to that of the Church Univerſal, 
The Apoſtles Creed, as the plaineſt and ſhorteſt 
Form is appointed for common and daily Uſe. 
The: Aihanaſian for Feſtivals which relate more 
immediately to our Saviour, or which are placed WM 
at ſuch convenient Diſtances from each other as WM 
that none may be wholly ignorant of the Myſ- 
teries therein contained. And the Nicene Creed 
is to be repeated on every Feſtival; and (as a 
Creed was uſed in the Communion Office of the 
Primitive Church) whenever the Euchariſt is ad. 
miniſtred, according to the Inſtitution of our 
LorD'z whoſe eternal Generation, Godhead, 
Incarnation, Sufferings and Exaltation, are 
therein ſummarily contained and acknow- 


ledged, „ HOES ; 
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To proceed now in the farther Conſideration 
of the Communion Service; having ſomething 
gone off from my firſt Purpoſe to the Conſide- 
ration of the Three Creeds, in hopes that the 
Uſefulneſs of what 1 have faid may excuſe the 
Digreſſion. 

After the Creed is finiſhed, Then all fol- 
low the Sermon, or one of the Homilies already 
ſet forth, or hereafter to be ſet forth by Autbe- 
rity. For this, according as it is placed-in our 
Liturgy, muſt be reckoned a Part of the Com- 
munion Service on thoſe Days when the Holy 
Sacrament is adminiſtred. In the Primitive 

Church the Sermon followed the Reading of 
the Goſpel. It was called the Homily, Paſtil, 
or Traftate; and was generally a Practical Ex- 
| planation of the Epiſtle or Goſpel, by the 
Biſhop if preſent, or elſe by ſome ſubordinate 
' Miniſter commiſſioned by him: And at the 
End of this, the Catechumens, and all thoſe 
who were not admitted to the ſacred Myſteries, 
were diſmiſſed. 

"The Homilies of our Church, which were ſct 
out in the Beginning of the Reformation, do 
contain godly and wholſome Doctrine, and were 
particularly neceſſary for thoſe Times in which 
there was a Scarcity of Preachers. 

1 need ſay nothing of the Sermons that are 
now preached, fince they are known to be uſe- 
ful Diſcourſes, in which ſome Text or Portion 
of Scripture is explained; ſome Doctrine illuſ- 
trated, or ſome Duty inforced : But only ſhall 


obſerve, that as 29 tend to make us ber 
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and better, they cannot but be proper Prepa- pit 
tive for the Table of the Lokp. 


The OFFERTORY. 


T a E Kew being ended; Then Hall the 
Prieſt return ta the Lord's Table, and begin the 
Offertory. Offerings at the Time of the Com- 
munion have been cuſtomary ever ſince the 
Times of the Apoſtles; and have been thought 
to have been pointed out by our Saviour, by 
way of Anticipation, even before he inſtituted 
this Sacrament, when in the Sermon on the 
Mount he ſpeaks to his Diſciples of bringing 
their Gift to the Altar. The Primitive Cbriſti- 
an; were ſenſible that it was their Duty at that g 
Time to offer unto Gop ſome Part of thoſe 
good Things which he had beſtowed upon 
them, Theſe Gifts they brought partly in 
Money, and partly in Bread and Vine, or in 
ſome other Things of Value. From hence 
was taken the Bread and Wine for the Cele- 
bration of the Euchariſt; and the Proviſion 
ſet W for their Love-Feaſts: and the Remainder 
do ſerved for the Maintenance of the Biſhop and 
eie Wl Clergy (this being at bat time their chief, if 
ich not only Dependence) for the Repairs and _ 
Ornaments of their Churches, and for the 0 
are Relief of the Poor. ; 
aſe- Whilſt the Alns are collecting, che Mini- 
non I ſter is to read ſeveral Sentences. of Scripture, 
luſ- proper. to excite the People to good Works of 
N to the Poor, and Benevolence to thoſe 
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who wait at the Altar. We are told that our 
« Light ſhould ſhine before Men, our Treaſures 
be laid up in Heaven, and that we ſhould do 1 
others, as we deſire they would do to us; and 
ſhould not only profeſs, but practice Chriſti- 
anity, By the Example of Zaccbeus we are 
exhorted to Alms-giving and Reſtitution; and 


are encouraged to diſtribute cheerfully accord- 


ing to our Power ; to take all Opportunities of 
doing Good; to be ready to Give, and glad to 
Diſtribute ; becauſe Gd is pleaſed -with ſuch Sa- 
erifices, bleſſes thoſe who offer them, and him- 
ſelf becomes our Debtor for what we thus x 
. Out, - 

And now the Bread ad Wine, and the Alms 
of the Congregation being humbly preſented 
and placed upon tbe Holy Table, the Prieſt is to 
begin the Prayer for he State of Cbriſt's Church. 
None of the Communion Offices of the Pri- 
milive Church was without ſuch a Form. It 
was called the Catholic or General Collies, or 
the Prayer for Peace: And this Prayer of ours 
is, as to the Subſtance of what it contains, 
agreeable to the moſt ancient Liturgies, 

We have already, in the Creed, teſtified our 
Faith to be the ſame with that of the univerſal 
Church: We have ſhewed our Compaſſion in 
Alms to the Poor: And here we declare the 
Extent of our Charity, in praying for all Con- 
ditions of Men in the Church, that they may 
live agreeable to their Profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty; that thoſe who govern the State, thoſe 
who preſide over the Church, and wait F the 

Altar, 


Altar, and the People in general, may, iy 


_ Gop, and the Good of one another. 
anity teacheth Men Loyalty 
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their ſeveral Stations, promote the Glory 
Chiti 
and Obedience; 
and the Apoſtle hath taught us to mate Pray- 
ers, and Supplications, and Thankſgiving, or 
Euchariſts, for all Men, for Kings, and all in 
Authority; which Words ſeem particularly to 
bind it upon us as our eſpecial Duty,, when we 
celebrate this Sacrament. - | 
In this Prayer, the Prieſt ſolemnly 8 to 
Gop, the Devotions of the People, and humbly 
begs of him te accept. their Alms and Oblations ; 
—thoſe Alms which, 'whilft the Sentences were 
reading, have been collected for the Uſe of 
the Poor, and are therefore, with great Pro- 
priety, offered unto Gop, who is pleaſed with 
ſuch Sacrifices: = Thoſe Oblations of Bread 
and Wine, which are to bew%uſed in this Holy 
Sacrament, and ought therefore to be humbly 
dedicated to Gop, with a Fetition for His Acz 


ceptance of them. 


We make ſome Proviſion br the Poor by 
our Alm,; but there are, beſides, many others 
whom 1his Kind, of Charity will not reach; 
Money will neither cure the Grief of the Mind, 
nor abſolutely heal the Diſtempers of the Bo. 
dy: and the Alms which are at this Time be- 
ſtowed, cannot be ſo diſtributed as to relieve all 
thoſe that are in Neceſſity; but our hearty 
Prayers we are aſſured will reach them, and 
Gop will have regard to the Petitions we faith- 
fully offer up in their Behalf: and therefore 
E 5 | with 


9 


; 
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Wit extenſiye and univerſal Charity we beſeech 
him of his Goodneſs to comfort and ſuccour all 
them who are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, Sick- 
neſs, or any other Adverfity. To our Prayers 
ye then join our Thanks for all the Saints of 
OP departed ibis Life; beſeecbing him that we 

follow their good Examples, and with them 
b Partater of his heavenly Kingdom. i 


Tbe EX H ORT AT IO N and 
INVITATION. 


T HIS excellent Collect being concluded, 


the Prieſt is to read an Exhortati.n fit to pre- 
the Minds of the Communicants for re- 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament. In it he reminds 
them-of the Qualifications neceſſary to a wor- 
thy Reception, namely, a penitent Heart and a 
buch Faith : He {ts * them the Advan- 
tages of Partaking in ſuch a Manner, that 
then we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and 
' drink bis Blood; then wwe dwell in Chriſt, and 
Cbriſt in us; we are one with Chriſt, and Chriſt 


with us. But if, on the contrary, we come 


without due Preparation, we 7 guilty of the 
Body and blood of 'Chrift 1 and by not diſcern- 
ing "the Lord's Bidy * ee Gop to ſend the 


| Judgments 


2X » This Part of the Exhortation is aſian chiefly from 
of Cor. xi, The Word Damnation here borrowed from 

v. 29, might with greater Propriety have been 3 
| ; and in the Text plainly refers to the Tempe 


| al Puniſhments, Deaths, and e which were — 


Rr 


. Bae Cn _ 
Jvdgmen ts of his Wrath upon us here, which, 
if not MN rs, by ſincere Repentance, will at 
laſt end in final Damnation, Hence it is, that 
He again preſſes them to judge and examine 
„ to repent of their Sins paſt, to 
amend their Lives, to have a lively and ſtedfaſt 
Faith in Chriſt our Saviour, and to be in perfect 
Charity with all Men, that ſo they may be meet 
Partakers of thoſe Holy Myſteries, >. | 

What follows is partly 8 and 
partly Euchariſtical: In which, whilſt the Peo- 
ple are exhorted to be thankful, the Miniſter 
recounts and acknowledges the Goodneſs of 
Gop in the Redemption of the World, by the 
| Death and Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt both God 
and Man, who did humble himſclf even to the 
Death upon the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners, 


who 1 in D and the Shadow of Death ; 
1 be0 that | 


inflited by Gov on thoſe who vilely profaned this Sacra- 
ment. _ The Crimes of the Corinthians were, not diſcerning 
the Lord's Body, looking upon the Sacrament as a commun = 
Meal, and Eating and Drinking to exceſs at the Lozp's 
Table: And for theſe Gov inflited remarkable Jud 
ments on them. So that Eating and Drinking aer 
in the Senſe of St Paul, is receiving the Sacrament in a 
careleſs and profane Manner. and abuſing it to-Intemper- 
ance; Sins that cannot at preſent be charged on any Com- 
municants : But our Church here uſes it not ſo much in 
reſpect to the Manner of receiving, as to the Quahfications 
of the Communicants, and their fitneſs do receive. Let 
then no pious Chriſtians fright themſelves from the Sacra- - 
ment by expounding theſe Words in too rigid a Manner: 


Let them but bring with them ſincere Repentance, Faith, - 


and Charity, 'and they will hes meet Partakers 155 TING 
2 be 


* 


84 © The Rational Commiimicant. 
* that He might make us the Children of Gol, and 
exalt us to everlaſiing Life; and moreover inſti- 


 tuted theſe bely Myſteries to our great and end- 


leſs Comfort, as Pledges of bit Love, and ſor a 
continu il Remembrance of his Death, and the in- 
numerable Benefits He hath thereby obtained 


for us. 


Elter this, it ends with a ſolemn Doxolagy 
to the ever · bleſſed Trinity, and a Tender of 


61 Thanks, Submiſſion, and Obedience to the 


Divine Will: And this the whole Congrega- 
tion is to Aſſent to, 298 Seal with an Hearty | 
Amen, 
Is - not therefore our Comimnttiol; Office 
 Euchariftical? Do we not in it ſhew our- 
ſelves grateful to our bleſſed Redeemer, when 
even the preparatory Exbortation to it includes 
an Hymn of Praiſe for our Redemption, and 
the Inſtitution of the holy Sacrament? _ 
In the Primitive N before the Admi- 
niſtration of the Euchariſt, the Deacon was 
ordered to ſay, Let none of Lhe Unbelievers, 
nene of the Heterodox ftay. — Let no one have 
ought againſt any Man, Let no one come in 
Hypacriſy. Thus they drove the Unworthy 
from the Holy Table; and though they ſuffer- 
ed them to hear Gop's Word read, and to join 
in the preceeding Prayers of the Church; yet 
they charged none to communicate in the ho- 
ly My fteries, buy the Faithful and the Ortho- 
_ dox, and thoſe who came with Charity and 
Sincerity of Heart. And thus our Church en- 
deavours to * any from incurring the 
| Danger 
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Danger of Receiving unworthily,' by the fol- 1 


lowing Invitalion; in which, whilſt ſhe en- 
courages thoſe who are qualified by Repentance 
and Charity, to draw near with Faith; ſhe at 


the ſame time ſilently warns thoſe who are not 


fitly prepared to withdraw themſelves. 
This then is a proper Time to conſult with 


our Hearts, and ſtritly to. aſk ourſelves whe- \ | 


ther we have theſe Qualifications; and if we 
can ſay, in the Sincerity of our Souls, that we 
truly and earneſtly repent us of our Sins, and 
are in Love and Charily with our n 


and intend to lead a new Life, following the + 


Commandments of God, and walking from bence- 
forth in his holy Ways; we may then draw near 
with Faith, and full Aſſurance that the holy 
Sacrament which we take will. be to our 


0 omfort. 


The CONFESSION and 
_ ABSOLUTION, &c. 


B UT as we cannot draw near with a true 
Heart, in full Aſſurance of Faith, without 
having our Hearts firſt ſprinkled from an evil 
Conſcience: What more efficacious Means of 
doing this, than to. make our humble Confeſſion 
to Almiebty God, meekly kneeling upon our 
Knees? The Form of Confeſſion inſerted: in 
the Communion Office is excellent as to the _ 
Place it bears, as to the Matter it contains, 
and as to the Form it is expreſſed in. 

Fee As to the P.ace it ſtands in; If we 

| 2 reipect 


— 


„ 
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. the Exbortations going before, nothing 
can be more reafonable, than, when we have 
been convinced of the eſpecial Neceſſity at 
this Time of a true and unfeigned Repentance, 
we immediately fall down at the Throne of 
Grace, and with Shame and Sorrow acknow- 
ledge our Sins. If we regard the moſt holy 
Service which follows, we muſt allow, that as 
the Prieſts amongſt the Fews were to purify 
themſelves before they offered up their Sacrifi- 
ces; as the Primitive Chriſtians waſhed their 
Hands before they conſecrated the Holy Sacra- 
ment; ſo we ſhould waſh our Hands in Inno- 
cence, before we go to Gop's Altar; and purge 

ourſelves from Guilt by confeſſing our Offences, 
and craving Pardon for them, before we pre- 

ſume to take thoſe holy Myſteries. Wie are 
_ unworthy through our manifold Sins to offer un- 

td God any Sacrifice ; penitent Confeſſion is the 
Condition of our Pardon; and this we muſt 
ſeek for, before we commemorate in this our 

Criſtian Sacrifice the Death and Paſſion of our 


Lo R D and Saviour. 


- Secondly, This Confeſſion is excellent as to 
the Malter it contains, and the Form it is ex- 
preſſed in. It repreſents Gop as the Maker of 


|: all Things, and ſo we Sinners are the Work of 


his Hands, and at his Diſpoſal: As the Judge 

of all Men, and ſo capable of knowing all our 
Words and Actions, and of diſcerning the 
Thoughts of our Hearts, and Juſt to deal with 
every Man according to his Deeds: As an Al- 


E mighty Cod, and fo able to puniſh with utter 


Ruin 


8 
e 
t 
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Ruin "thoſe who tranſgreſs his Will: But then 
it repreſents him as the Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and ſo for his ſake Gracious and 
Merciful to Mankind, eaſy to be intreated, 
and ready to forgive. When the Sinner thus 
ſpeaks to Gop, the Words he uſeth teach him 
to dread his Power and Juſtice, and to fly for 
Safety to the Arms of his Mercy, and; the 
Merits of his Saviour. | 

After theſe Compellations, we come to ac- 
knowledge, that our Sins are manifold; that 
we have tranſgreſſed in Thought, Word, and 
Deed; that it is the Divine Majeſty whom we 
have offended; and that hereby we are juſtly 
become obnoxious to his Mratb and Indignation. 
We then expreſs our Sorrow, we cry for Mer- 
cy, and beg to be delivered from the men 
Burden of our paſt Sins, for Chriſt's ſake, and 
that we may ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe Gop 
to the Glory and Honour of his Name. Here 
then the penitent Sinner is taught to confeſs his 
Faults in a Form ſo comprehenſive as to include 
all the Sins that he can poſſibly have been 
guilty of; and yet not ſo particularized as to 
make any blame themſelves unjuſtly for Sins 
of which they are not conſcious: and in the 
moſt pathetic Expreſſions, to humble himſe!f 


before the Throne of Grace, and implore 


Gop's Mercy on the moſt prevailing Motives. 

And as every one of us are burdened with 
Sins, the Church requires that every one of us 
ſhould, with his own Myuich, make this his 
Conteſlion: That ** one may accuſe deine ..- 
ore 
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before Gop; | arid, whilſt he makes this out- 
ward Confeſſion, he may privately in his own 


Heart reflect on the Sins he hath committed 
againſt each Article, and ſecretly confeſs them 
with Sorrow to Gop who knows all the Mo- 


tions of his Soul. 
When we do this, let us confder ourſelves 
as guilty Criminals appearing before the Judge 
. of all the World, a powerful, a dreadful, an 
avenging Gop; and let us behave ourſelves as 

becometh thoſe who have highly offended and 
- provoked him; abaſhed at our own Vilenels, 
and with fear and trembling meeky kneeling up- 
on our Knees, If in all the Prayers we make, 
we ſhould carry ourſelves with Reverence and 
Submiſſion; ſurely this muſt, in an eſpecial 
manner, be attended with the moſt profound 
Humility and Devotion. Finally, let our 
Voice be as humble as our Geſture, not cla- 
morous ſo as to diſturb any, but ſober ſo as to 
' Excite and animate the Devotion of others. 
The Confeſſion being, ended, then ſhall the 


' - Prieſt pronounce the Abſolution, becauſe to him, 


and not the Deacon, it is ſaid at Ordination, 

M boſeſocver Sins ye remit, they are remitted : 
unleſs the Biſhop be preſent, and then for Ho- 

| Nour ſake, and in token of his ſpiritual Supe- 
riority, this Act of Authority is reſerved to 
him. Here it is he, in a peculiar manner, 
acts as the Meſſenger of the LoxD of Hoſts; 
as the Ambaſſador of Crr1sT; and therefore 


be ĩs ordered to ſtand whilſt he pronounceth it; 


and to zurn himſelf jo the Tag becauſe 55 
| e 


»/ 


1. 
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good News he brings, and the Pardon he opens, 
directly concerns them. | 

Car1sT hath given Power and Commandment 
to bis Miniſters to declare and pronounce to his 

People, being penitent, the Abſolution and Re- 
miſſion of their Sins: And when they make a2 
right. Uſe of the Miniſtry of Reconciliation 
which is committed unto them; whatſoever 
they regularly declare on Earth, He who hath 
impowered them to do this, will, in His ſove- 
reign Court in Heaven, make-good; and will 

there ratify what his Miniſters do according, o 
his own Rules and Orders. 

Here then the Church, charitably ſuppoſing I 
that thoſe-who come to the Holy Communion, - 
come not without Faith and Repentance; and 
that the Profeſſions thereof which they have 
made in the Creed, and general Confeſſion, are 
hearty and ſincere; ſhe hath ordered the Prieſt 
to pronounce the Abſolution to the People, as fit- 
ly qualified to receive the Benefit of it; and 
grounding what he doth on the Divine Pro- 
miſe, to wiſh them, from Gop; Pardon of - _ 
their Sins, Confirmation in Goodneſs, and 
everlaſting Life, through the Merits of Jzsvs 
CuRIsT. This he <wi/hes-them in the Name of 
our Lord, as impowered by His Authority; 
and not after the manner of Men, as when we 
wiſh each other any kind of Happineſs. 
Though the Church in her ſeveral Offices va 
ries the Form of Abſolution, according to the 
particular Circumſtances; of the Perſons to 
whom it is pronounced, the Variety of Ex- 

. 


— 


ſomething Authoritative and Judicial. As au 


preſſion doth not render it leſs efficacious. The 
Abſolution of the Prieſt is not a meer Prayer for 
Pardon, or a bare Declaration of Gop's Good- 
will to repenting Sinners, but carries with it 


Judge on the Bench repreſents the Perſon of 


the Prince, and pronounces thoſe to be right in 


Court, and exempt from Puniſhment, who are 


qualified to plead the Mercy of their Sove- 


reign; ſo the Prieſt, in Gop's ſtead, judicially 


pronounces them to be Innocent, and aſſures 
and conveys Remiſſion of Sins, to thoſe whoſe 
Faith. and Repentance entitle them to Pardon, 


according to the Promiſes of Go, and the 


nounces, by adding to it a devout and hearty 


Conditions of the Goſpel: And therefore, when 
a true Penitent bears bis Pardon ibus ſolemnly 
pronounced by an Officer whom God has depuled 
and commiſſicned for it, he may quiet his Heart, 
as one whoſe Caſe is judged, and firmly hope God 
will pronounce the ſame at the laſt Judgment. 
Let every one therefore, with a lowly De- 
meanour and ſober Joy, attend to the Abſolutton. 
Let them by no means uſurp the peculiar 
Office of the Prieſt, and diſturb the Congre- 
gation, by repeating it after him. Burt let 
them beg of Gop to confirm what he pro- 


Amen. | | a 2 
And now, that none may think the Miniſter 

hath gone beyond his Commiſſion, or that our 

Loxp himſelf will not agree to what he hath 


declared; he affixes thereto the Seal of his 
Word 


Ny 


Maſter, and ſubjoins ſome Sentences out of the 
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Word of God, upon which the Declarations 
of Mercy and Forgiveneſs are founded. We 
there hear "wbat comfortable Words our Saviour 


Chriſt ſaith unto all that truly turn to him. Come 


unto me, all that travel, and are heavy laden, 
and I will refreſh you. What an affectionate 
Call is this to thoſe who are Slaves to Vice, 


who. toil and labour in Iniquity, and are 


grieved with the intolerable Burden of their 


Sins! What Aſſurance doth it give to contrite ; 


Hearts, that Confeſſing and Repenting they 
ſhall find Mercy! What Comfort doth that 
which follows afford the Faithful, that God /o 
loved the Werld, that be gave his only begotten 
Son, to the End that all that believe in bim ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life? 

Thus in the Words of the Son of Gov, we 
acknowledge the infinite Love of Gop the 
FaTHeR towards fallen Man, in not with- 
holding his Son, his only Son from us; and 
with the Apoſtle profeſs, that bis is a true 
ſaying, and wortby of all Men to be received, 
that Chriſt Feſus came into the World 1o ſave 
Sinners, The bare mention of the Goodneſs 


and Love of God is an Act of Praiſe: Such 
Goodneſs can never more properly be expreſſed i 


than in the Terms of him who-is Truth itſelf : 

and, not to mention the ober Forms of Thanks 
in this Office, for the Redemption of Man, 
theſe Sentences make our Service Euchariſtical. 
None truly Pious and Faithful can hear or ut- 


ter them without Hearts full of Joy and reli 


gious Gratitude. And in the next Words, we 
| expreſs 
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our Confidence and Truſt in the Satis. 


faction CHR is r once made for all our Sins, and 
in the Interceſſion He daily makes for us; ſay- 
. with St Jobn, If any Man fin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt th: 
888 and He is | the e fe our 
ins 0 a | 


The EUCHARISTICAL 
9 SUFFRAGES, &c. 


1 AV ING ſpoken of thoſe Sentences of 
Scripture, which are placed juſt after the Abo- 
| lution, I ſhall now proceed to conſider what 
immediately follows, which is ſtrictly Eucba- 
riſtical; and as to the Subſtance of it, is taken 
from the ancient Liturgies, and by them chief. 
ly from the Holy Scriptures. Of this St Cyril 
bears witneſs, who explains this Part of the 
Office, and ſhews the Propriety of it. The 
Prieſt, ſaith he, calls out, Lift up your Hearts: 


or truly at that tremendous Hour we ought 10 


have the Heart liſted up io God, and not ſet up- 
on the Earth, and worldly Aﬀairs. By the Force 
of theſe Words, the Prieſt requires all, that in 
this Hour they lay aſide all the Concerns. of thi; 


"Life, and their domeſtic Cares, and have their 


Hearts in Heaven with the Lover of Mankind. 
Then you anſwer, We lift them up unto the 
LorD ; acknowledging that you Aſſent to what 
he requires : But let no Man "Bl here, and /ay 
with his Mouth, We lift them up unto the 
booms whilſt be lets his -Mind rove upon the 


Thi 41 | 


Thing $ we this Life. © We ought, indeed, always 
10 ink upon God; but if this cannot be done, y 
= aſen f the Infirmily of buman Nature, it is 
an eſpecial. Manner 10 be endeavoured at this 
Hour. Then the Prieſt ſays, Let us give 
Thanks unto the Lord. Het ought certainly 
7 give Thanks that He hath called us Unworthy 
s Wl i /o great a Grace; that He hath reconciled us 
to Himſelf, _ his Enemies; that He hath 
given us the Spirit of Adoption, and the Privi- 
lege of Feaſting at his Holy Table ; and there- 
fore, 'when he hath invited them to glorify 
God in a ſolemn and devout Form; the Peo- 
4 ple are taught to anſwer, It is meet and right fo 
0- Wl #0 do. 
at We are commanded. in every Thing to giye 
a- Thanks, for this, ſays the Apoſtle, is ihe Will 
en f God in Chriſt Feſus concerning you: And in 
ef. Obedience hereunto, the Prieſt, who hath been 
ſpeaking to the People, now turning to the 
Lord's Table, addreſſeth himſelf to God, and 
acknowledgeth it to be meet, right, and our 
bounden Duty, at all Times, and in all Places to 
pay this Debt of Praiſe to Him : And accord- 
ingly, as we are going to celebrate the ſub- 
limeſt Myſteries of the Goſpel, which Things 
the Angels deſire to lost into, for which they 
glorify Gop, and congratulate the Happineſs - 
of Man; to ſhew that we worſhip the ſame 
Loxp of Hoſts, and that we hold Communion 
with the Saints above; we in a "full Chorus 
join with Angels and. Arch-angels, and all the 


Hol y 
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Company of. —_ to laud and magnify the 
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Holy Trinity, in chat Seraphic Hymn which i © 


Iſaiah tells us he heard the ſacred Choir ſing W 1; 
to the Lon d of Glory, Saying, Holy, holy, boly it 
Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are Full to 
Y thy Glory, H 

Praiſe is our boonden Duty at all Times; but Far 

on thoſe Holydays and Seaſons, on which we Ez 
particularly commemorate ſome eſpecial Bleſſing, il. 
it is meet and right that we ſhould make e/pe- 
cial mention of it, and in an eſpecial manner 
render our Thanks to Gop for that his graci- 
ous Goodneſs. And hence it is that our 
Church. hath added proper Prefaces, taken out 
of the Service of the ancient. Church, to be 
prefixed to this general Act of Praiſe on ſome 
of the grand Feſtroals, © 

On Cbriſtmas- day, we are, in the Preface, 
taught to thank Gop for the Incarnation of 
the immaculate Jesus, who by the Operation 
of the 'Holy Ghoſt, was, at that Time, maar 
Man, that He might make us clean from all 
Sin. 

Upon Eaſter-day, becauſe this our Paſchal 
Lamb by his Death hath deſtroyed Death, and 
by bis Reſurrection bath reſtored to us ever-. 
laſting Life, x 

Upon Aſcenſion- day, becauſe CHRIST is a/- 
cended up into Heaven 10 prepare 4 Place 
for us. 

Thbeſe three firſt proper Prefaces are to be 
uſed for eight Days together; for, ſo long the 
Church, taking Pattern from . thoſe Laws 
which Go». gave the Jeus, intencs that the 
_ Comme- 


h Commemoration of theſe ſignal and extraor- 
5 I dinary Mercies ſhould continue. If we think 
ly MW ir but juſt and rexfonable to ſet apart one Day 


il WY to commemorate the Virtues of ſome of Gon "= 


Holy Saints and Martyrs, and to thank Him 
for ha Benefit the Church receives by heir 
Examples: Then, ſurely, the immenſe Bene- 
fits the Church receives by theſe principal Acts 
of our Saviour, which brought about and com- 


from us, that theſe Solemnities ſhould be 
drawn out to a greater Length. 

Hereby the Ch urch ſhews how agreeable it 
would be to her Inclination, if the Number of 
thoſe who are willing and ready to Communi- 
cate, did give occaſion to the Adminiſtration 


by having appointed a Preface proper to them : 

And that ſo thoſe pious Chriſtians, who have 
Leiſure equal to their Devotion, might meet 
daily to expreſs the Fulneſs of their Joy and 
Gratitude for. the Bleſſings which are then the 


who are unavoidably hindered from attending 


might, at leaſt on /ome of them, have Oppor- 


of Gol! 
The Preface for Whi'-Sunday acknowledges 
> be the Truth of CHRIST's Promiſes, fulfilled in 


x the Nſending down the Huly Ghoſt, to enable the $ 


AWS Apoſtſes to preach to all Nations. And this 
the Wis to be W but ſix Daye after; becauſe 
: the 
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pleted our Redemption, muſt needs require 


of the Holy Euchariſt on each of thoſe Days, 


chief Subject of our Meditations; and. thoſe 
the public Worſhip on the fert of thoſe Days, | 


tunity of aſſembling themſelves in the Houſe 


"MN "The nee Communicant. 


4 the Octave, or ſeventh Day after, is the Fea 
f Trinity, for which a particular Preface is 

pointed, confeſſing the Unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in Unity. 

When theſe Prefaces are uſed, after each of 
end follows the Serapbical Ems: And then 
the Prieſt, who hath hitherto been chiefly em- 
ployed in exhorting the People, and in praiſing 
Gop, and (excepting in the Confeſſion) hath 
continued ftanging, kneeling down at the Lord's 
Table, ſays the\ Prayer of humble Addreſs, in 
the Name of all them that ſhall receive the Con- 
munion. Leſt the Joy which we have expreſſed 
in our Lauds and 7. banks, ſhould make us for- 

t that we are yet in the Body, - ſurrounded 
with Imperfections and Infirmities, and look 
- upon ourſelves as Members of the Church Tri- 
umpbant: Leſt we ſhould not ſerve the Lord 
with Fear, and rejoice unto him with Reverence : 
We are here taught to check all Vanity and 
Confidence by an Act of Humility; not to ap- 

roach the Altar, but with Fear and Trem- 
bing. or dare to partake of his ſacred Myſte- Nounce 
ries, without a becoming Reverence and religi- Wnanc 
ous Awe. We therefore lay aſide all Pretence Mantia. 
to Merit, and truſt only in the Mercies of NVonde 
Gop; and for his Mercies ſake alone, we beg in th: 
that we may ſ eat the Fleſh of his dear Son, 
and drink his Blood in this holy Sacrament, 
that our Body and Soul may be cleanſed there- 
by, and we may evermore dwell i in bim, and be 


9 in 1 Th 
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e en ee, 


| A ND now 5 to the moſt 7 
fand eſſential Part of the Service; the Conſecra-" 


nim of the Elements, in order to their being 
\- I cligiouſly received by the Faithful. The Ob- 


g /tion of the Bread and Wine hath been already 


th made, and Gop hath been prayed to, to ac- 


cept them. What remains is, that Gon's Ble/- 


and Holy Uſe for which they are Jefigned be 
when. He  inftituted this Holy Sacrament, 


jed WM As it is the Privilege of the Prieſthood to 
ok leſs the Sacrifice; as it belongs to bat Order 
fri- NV conſecrate the Elements of Bread and Wine, 
ord Nhat from common Food they may become the 


body and Blood of Cbriſt: as this is. an aut bori- 


em · ¶ the Romiſb Prieſts do; nor like them, pro- 
yſte · Nounce the Words with a low Voice, to coun- 
ligi- France their pretended. Miracle of Tranſub- 
rence Nantiation, and to make the People gaze with 
s of Nonder on thoſe who are thought to perform 
beg in that ſecret manner. But the Prieſt in the 


dible. Voice, as in the. Primitivg Church, 

at the People may hear, and join with him; 
d ſtands ſo as he may with the more Readineſs 
d Decency break the Bread before the People, 


+5 obſerve 


ing be craved upon them; and the Myſtical 
declared in'the Words a our Saviour uſed 


ative Act, it is to be performed by the Prieſt 
ap- landing, He doth not T hang before the Altar, 2" 


hurch of England ſays the Prayer with an 


The tate the FM! into War Hands; that they maß 
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rve and meditate on thoſe Agios which 0 
Weite and proper totHi Nite. ke 
The Prayer conſiſts of three Parts, of which m 
one is Euchariftical, another Peritionory, and tb 
the laſt: Hiftorical, As our Savieur on taking "i 
the Elements gde Thanks : fo it begins with a B 
13500 of Thantgiving, in 'whith is acknow- M _ 
— Gop's Fower and Goodnefs, and bi 15 


ender Mercy in giving his Son o. ſuffer: Dea In. 

ns our Redemption: We there remember the 4 
full, perfe, and ſufficient Sacrifice,” Oblation,W wh 
and Satisfaction which the Son of -Gorty made anc 
once for the 22 * the whole hot, and call. 7 
ing. to- mi at perpetual F bu mer 
Death which He hath commanded ns to ee Hat 
until lis coming aguin; we, in Obedience to 28 t. 
our bleſſed Loxp, AED. Mis en He 
and from returning Thanks men 
Paſs in the 12 * Place to eme IM th and 
Father, that He would bear vs of his fern and 
and make the Bread and Wine lying befom rief 
Him the Body and Blood of his 886 7 _ $78 
not by the periſhing of their Subſtance an Cnc) 

| Jalſtitution of a new; — not by a Change « Grati 
their Nature; — not by any concontitanty er ai Com 
nexing of the Subſtance of CR IST's nan. the N 
FHleſb Ply Blood to the Bread and Wine; — bi Save! 
his Body and Blood in Virtue and fell, non < 
Sacramental Body und Blood, e with and 4, 
fot quickning and life-gi giving Power. But as ti calling 
muſt be the Work of Gop ; as the Elemen Rae 
ands 


Cannot be changed, even as to their Ef! 
but by the Operation of his Hoh dpi it by ©90d 


Com 


comes an et us to Waal aur Agde 
to Gon, that He would exert his Power to 
make them the Bod) and Blood of Chriſt : And 
this we do when we beg that we, ear ye, the 
Elements, may - be. Fart aters of bis By; and 
Blots: ii; v7) 

To make. the Conturation: complagt; LEVY 
is added, in the third Place, the Hiſtory of ibe 
Inſtitution, as related in the Holy. Goſpels. 
And here the Prieſt is ordered not only to /a 
what our Saviour /aid, but to do-what He 
and to imitate His Adlions, as well as the 
Word, He uſed at the Inſtitution of this Sacra- 

ment. Our bleſſed Lon p took Bread into his 
Hand, as the Symbol of his Body, and the Cup, 
as the ſymbolieal Repreſentation of his Blood: 
He gave Thanks to Gop, and bleſſed the Ele- 
ments; He diſtributed them to his Diſciples, 
and commanded them to do this in Imitation 
and Remembrance of Him. When we ſee the 
Prieſt take the Elements into his Hand: and in 
the Words of our Logp declare the Signifi- 
cancy of that Rite; let us with Hearts füll of 
Gratitude reflect on the infinite Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion of our bleſſed. Saviour, who, on 
the Night before he was betrayed, willingly 
gave his Body to Gop, under the Repreſenta- 
tion of Bread, for the Sins of the World: 
and broke this Bread, which. He dignified by 
calling it his Body, to ſhew, that as no Man 
could without His Conſent have Power to lax 
Hands on Him; fo He freely, of his awn 
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„ And let us conclude all with a fervent 


k -- Senſe of the ancient Church of CRHR 18, which 


as the Papiſts abſurdly hold. To bring about 


Body to be broken upon the Croſs : . Who 
a the Fruit of the Vine, poured into the 
Cup, his Sacramental Blood, Which He wil. 
lingly offered up for the Remiſſiion of our 
Sins; in Token, that when His'Blwd ſhould 
be ſhed out of His natural Body upon the 

Croſs, it might not be thought to be done 

without His Conſent or Agreement. Here 

CnRISr ſuffered in Will, but on the Croſs in 
Deed. The Sacrifice began when He inſtituted 
the Euchariſt; but was not finiſhed till He ex- 
pired on the Croſs. Let us. reverently, (but 
ſilently) attend to-the Words and Actions of the 
Prieſt; and with the Eye of Faith, look upon 
the one perfect Sacrifice of our Saviour's natural 
Body and Blood, of which the Sacrifice we 

now aſſiſt at is only a Repreſentation and Memo. 


Amen. «+ \ 
If it be beds Leen 63: to whar Wards the 


Con ſecration of the Element! ought to be a- 
' ſcribed? I anſwer, to the Prayer of the Faith- 
ful offered by the Prieſt, and to the Words of 
Inſtitution repeated by him. This was the 


uſed them both in their Euchariſtical Offices; 
and never held, that the Elements were chang- 
ed from their common to a more ſublime Uſe 
and Efficacy, by 'the bare repeating of , the 
Words, This is my Body, and This is my Blood, 


this Change muſt be the Work of the Holy 
; Ghoſt: : and thetvfore. it is requiſite that we 


ſhould H 


ö 
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ne ſhould pray to Gop to endue the Elements with 
1. J this life-giving Virtue. Now the Words of In- 
ur itution can by no Means be called a Prayer: 
a They were addreſſed by our Saviour to his Diſ- 
he ciples, and not to Gop; to them he ſaid, Take 
ne and Eat. When we uſe them, they are Hiſto- 
ere rical, recounting what our Logp ſaid and did 

in when He ordained this Sacrament. And, 
ied though when He ſaid, This is my Body, This is 
x. y Blood, theſe Words effectually made them 


but! fo; nc Pare it was his Will and Pleaſure, 

the that they ſhould be taken as His Sacramental 
bon Bed and Blood: Though the Virtus of thoſe 
Words once ſpoken by CHR 1ST doth till ope- 

we rate towards making the Bread and Wine his 
mo- Body and Blood: yet as now uſed and ſpoken by 
rent the Prieſt, they do not contain in them any 

| ſuch Power, unleſs they be joined with Prayer 
the to Gop. 1 #5 5 n + 
e a- Our Lonp himſelf did, beſides pronouncing | 
ith. WM tbem, give Thanks, and, bleſs the Elements, 
1; of Ml Thus our Church uſes Prayer, as well as the 
the Vords of ' Inſtitution; and doth not attribute 
hich the Conſecration to the one without the other. 


CES 3 If the' confecrated Bread or- Wine be all pent 

ang- before ; all have communicated, the Prieſt; it is 
e vue, is ordered by the Rubrics, 10 conſecrate 

the re, by repeating only the Words of Inſtilu- 

ood, Nn, But the Virtue of the Prayer Which tje 
bout Church hath laſt made, is to be underſtood as 
Holy Nooncurring there with; and 4 is only a parti 
at wel evlar Application to Jheſe particular Elements. 
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cal waſhing away of Sin; And as in hat Sacra- 


int Seen, they are changed, as to their Virtus and 
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N "the End of thoſe Words; which would not be 
ſd properly added, unleſs it referred back to 
the preceedin Petitions. And'that this is the 
Sen of the Church of England is farther plain, 
in that ſhe, in her Rubric, calls this the Pray- 
er of Conſecration, in which'the Words of In- 
ſlitution are contained; and it is addreſſed to 
Almighty God, Sc. whereas the Words of 
Cunisr were not ſupplicatory to Gop, but de- 
claratory to his Diſciples. 
After the ſame Manner, in the Office of 
Public Baptiſm (in Imitation of the "Cuſtom of 
the ancient Chriſtians, who dedicated the Bap- 
tiſmal Water to the holy and ſpiritual Uſe "# 
which is was defigned) our Church not only 
repeats the Words of Inflitution of that other 
Sacrament ; bur likewiſe adds a ſolemm Prayer, 
that Gop would ſanctiſy the Water to the myſti- 


ment ſhe joins the Prayer of the Faithful to the 
Words of Chrift, fo in the Sacrament of the 
Altar, "he thinks them bob NT to com- 
"ey the Conſecration. | 


The DISTRIBUTION : and 
1 REC EPTION. 


fy. ＋ r ER the 'Conſecration of a Ele 
ments, immediately follow the Rezeption and 
 Diftribution” of them; which continue ſtil! in 
their natural Subſtances of Bread and Wine, 


Effcary, into the Sacramental Body ard Blord 


0 


be Ct, e ene eee ee Or 
in Which, and the Place where they are 
8 diſtributed; the Pgfturt of the Communicant 
"© the Manger in which, they are ee and 5 
2 the Hords uſecl at the Diſtribntion. 
7” . The cd in which che Elements a 1 55 to 
n- be adminaſtred, is taught by the. Rubric, w hich. 
d. ays, The Ander (ball firſt receive * 
by munion in bo:h Kinds himſelf, and then proceed la 
e. diver ibe ſame. 20 abe Biſhops, Priefts,, and 
of Deacons oth bike manner (if am he preſent, and 
p after- chat, Io Abe; People 42 in order,. The 
01 Church endeavours that every Thing ſhoul uid 
5 be done wich Decency and Regularity; and en- 
wag joins, chat. the Clergy {ov hk receive fr{t,. bath 
IC out of reſpect to the Dignity of the Miniſterial 
Function and likewiſe bat they may ws 
% help tb chief Miniſter in the ede 
the Hlements to the People. 
II. 'Þhe Place where the Clergy .oommuni- 
cate. is withinthe Rails of che Hoh Valle er Al- 
tar ; and hie, together with. that of Receixing 


before the — was the Practice of the an- 


dar hund. - The Reſt.of che Congregat'00. | q 


Was to reggie: wit haut the Rails; And herein 
only conſiſts the true Difference between Exie- 
aſlital and Loy Communion; and not, as 
le- dhe. Papiſts pretend, in the Clergy's receiving 
under — e and the Cup being denie le, 
Vin do the Laity. | 
ine III. The Cine. preſcribes, that his. 80. 
; crament ſhall be — by all meeſtiy kneel 


© | * Nur uad "on he AHI this, Hg. 4 


F 4 ly 


1% , Brie, 


ly Sacrament, enjoined us nd parkitular Genie, 

and therefore the Church is at Liberty to pre- 
ſcribe herein, as ſhe thinks fit. The Primitive 
Chriſtians took it in a Poſture of Adoration ; 
And as Kneeling is the principal Geſture which 
toe uſe in the Worſhip of Gob, that is fixed 
upon, as the Geſture which we are to uſe, 


when we approach Gop's FORE? to receive the 


Holy Myſteries. 

Nothing can be more ober than this pol. 
ture of Adoration, at this Time eſpecially, be- 
cauſe the Sacrament is a. principal Part of 
Chriſtian Vorſtip: — betauſe it is a federal 
Rite, in which we ſhould, in the humbleft man- 
ner, dedicate ourſelves. to Goo: becauſe 
meekly kneeling becomes ſincere Peniienis, who 
confeſs their Sins to Gop, and take his Bread 

and 15s Cup as a Means of Remiſſion of them: 
' —becauſe a leſs humble Behaviour would very 
improperly befit-a rebellious Subject, who ap- 
pears before the Throne of his Prince, to re- 
ceive his gracious Pardon : — and becauſe 
the Minifter delivers the conſecrated Elements 
with a Prayer, with which he who receives 
them joins in his Heat, and en 727000 
Ko Amen to it. 

TO pied A Otjection which mi ht be 
made hereunto, I need only repeat the Proteſi 
which is added at the End of the Communion 
Office in Defence of this Order, Which, the 
Church faith, is well meant, for) a Signification 
of our bumble and grateful Acknowledgment of 
* W of Cori herein given io all worthy 


Receivers, 
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Receiveri, and for the avoiding of ſuch Profa- 
nation and Diforder in the Holy Communion 43 
might otherwiſe enſue: Yet 4% the fame Kneel- 
ing ſhould by any Perſons, either out of Ignorance 
and Tnfirmity, or out of Malice and Obſtinacy, 
be miſconſtrued and depraved It ts declared, 
that thereby no Adcration is intended or ought to 
be done, "either uno the Sacramenial Bread or 
Wine there bodily received, or unto any corporal 
Preſence of Chriſt's natural Fleſh and Blood. 
For the ſacramental Bread and Wine remain ſtill 
in their very natural Subſtances, ayd therefore 
may not be adored; ( for that were Idolatry to be 


abhorred of all faithful Chriftians) and the na- 


ſural Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt are in 
Heaven, and not here; it being againſt the 7 ruth. 


of Chriſt's natural Body, Io be at one Time in 


more Places. than ane. 


IV. But Fourthly, As to the Nm in 
which the Elements are to be delivered to the 


Communicants, namely, into their Hund.. 


This was the moſt ancient Practice, though af- 
terwards it was altered for no ſignifieant Rea- 
_ and put into their Mouths by the officiat- 

ing Prieſts: But after the Rifirmotion,” the 
Church of England . reſtored , the Primitive 
Uſage, which is now in force,” 

V. Let us now, Fifthly, conſider the Wards 
which are uſed by the Miniſter, when he 2 | 
vers the Bread or the Cup to any one. 15 

The Promiſes which Gop hath given us in 


the Goſpel are gexerally belonging to the whole 


Flock of CRISsT : But inthe Sacraments Gor 
OS, 1 . 


- 


and conciſe, and doth not acquaint us with 


tial to this Holy Ordinance, But certain it is, 


are dull, and heavy, and almoſt inſenſible of 


VE; they are per forming. 1 wake 
I. The Words themſelves. conſiſt. of two 


the Perſon to whom he ſpeaks, and delivers 
the ſacred Myſteries ; © that the Body and Blod 


, Laſting Life; i. e. That he receiving with due 


to him, namely, the Sacram-nal Body and 


86 9 Nen, cu“, 
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18 applies bis Bigſings in particular unto every * 


Man's Perfon. And therefore, both in Bap- r 
tiſm and the Loxp's Supper, the Miniſter ad- A 


dreſſeth himſelf particulariy to every one who 4 
receives either Sacrament. Whether Chriſt at : 
His laſt Supper did ſpeak generally once to.all, or - 


10 every one in particular, is a Thing uncertain, 
The Hiſtory of the Inſtitution is very ſhort 
every minute Circumſtance which is not eſſen- 
that in regard the greateſt Part of Mankind 
their Duty; that, in their Offices of Religion, 
they want continually to be awakened, and re- 
minded of the Duty they are about; it is ex- 
ceeding proper and uſeful, at this Time eſpe- 
cially, that the Words at the Delivery of the 


Ss es. 


ſacred Elements ſhould be ſpoken to eyery * 
Communicant ſeverally; and that they mould 


hereby be admoniſhed of the ſolemn Service 


- 


Parts : The firſt is Precatory, and 'the ſecond 
Exhbortatory, The Form begins with a folemn 
Prayer or Wiſh of the Miniſter, in behalf of 


of CHRIST, which were given and ſbed for 
him, may preſerve his Body and Soul unio.ever- 


Diſpoſitions the Means of Grace now offered 


5 =" = Mood 


— * 
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rits.of Cn applied to: him, and partake af 
all: the Benefits of his Paſſion: That the con- 
ſegratod read and Wine may exert the ,life- 
-giving WVirtur with) which the Holy Guosr 
hathigndyedghamy. and; be to him ihe Principle 
-or Sd an happy Immortality. | 


II., ,The:'other Part is e when 


the -Miniger, .ar the Delivery of the Bread, 


ſays, Take and Fat his, in Remembrance. that - 
Cbriſt died. far ibes, and feed an him. in thy 
Hears by Faith\ with. Thankſgiving : The Com- 


municant is teminded, chat this Sacrament 


as inſtituted in Remwaubrance of the Death f 
Cugisr, and. 10 cenvey to us the Benefits af 
his Paſſion: —— That, as the . Sacramental. 
Body of Cnsis r is aw given 1 him 3 ſo the: 
natural Body: of Cunts Was, on the Croſ, 


offered up for um and that. be is one of thoſe 


whom-Cair 187 died for: That whilſt with | , f 


his Mouth be cats the Holy Bread, he ſhould. 
feed on Cum is in: his Hear! by Faith; not fix- 


ing his Attention ſolely pen the aer nal Sign, 
the Sacramental Body; but lifting up his Soul 


to Heaven; where alone Cur Er ſfteth in his Wl 


glorious Body at the Right- hand of. Got, in 


4bat'\Body-which wes, 2eruciied: for him, f the: | 
Hall and Je of which he is now. to Take Il 
and Eat, and, by Huub in CHRIST, to maße ⁵⁶ 
himſelf Partaker.of Wee of. wy 4 


Sufferings. 


bur lice A * -/The Communi- 
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Blood of .GunasT,: may thereby have the Me- 


The Testen as dhe Delivery of We lap bs 
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cant is charged to drink this in Remembrance 
that Chrift*s Blood was ſbed for him; and be 
thankful. A thankful Remembrance of Cakis7's 
Death is abſolutely neceſſary to a worthy Par- 
ticipation of theſe ſacred Myſteries?! Our ſouls 
"hould at hr Time be tuned to the higheſt 
Pitch of Gratitude, whilſt we commemorate 
the greateſt Teſtimony of Love that ever was 
or could be ſhewn' towards Mankind; whilſt 
we take the Bread of Life, and the Cup of 
Salvation, by which we are made Partakers of 
all the Benefits of ChRIis s Death and Paſ- 
ſion; which give us an Earneſt and Pledge of 
an happy Eternity, and a Right and Title to 
that exceeding Weight of Glory: which He 
hath purchaſed for us. 
And here we may obſerve, That the Church 
& England defrauds none of her Members of 
any Part of the Sacrament; the Laily, as well 
as the Clergy, partaking of it under both 
Kinds: For thus our Saviour inſtituted i it, and 
thus the Church adminiſtred it for- the firſt 
Pee Years fe He left the Word: PIE 


| The POST COMMUNION! 
1 1 Av E purſued my Deſign as Har as 
har Part of the Service, in which the Elements 
are delivered to, and received by the Congre- 
gation. What follows is called the Poft-Com- 
munion. After we have been Gueſts! at the 


Table of the LoD, who hath fed us with 


this heavenly Repaſt, it — not be * 
or 


— . Wo — ſig 


Now when we bln bing Beda 
Table of the Lonxp, what Words can we 


may incline Gop to 
or Indevotions we have been guilty. of in anx 


i. 


in ſome public Ac- 
Meals, without giving Thanks to 


only: to preſerve this mor tal Life: 1 8 much 


fulneſs to the Governor of this: Feaſt, who 
hath entertained us with ſuch celeſtial F l a8 
is able to Preſerve both Body and Soul _ 


everlaſting Life 
at he 


more properly uſe, than that Form which: our 
Loxp Himſelf, who inſtituted this Sacrament, 
hath'compoſed? A Form which; being eom- 
pleat and perfect, may ſupply whatſocves the 
other 2 have of Deficiency: and Which 
pardon us for che F aun 


Part of the preceeding Service; ſince we are 
ſure, that Prayer muſt be acceptable to the 
Father, Which was compoſed by his beloved 


Son. Thoſe who have piritually eaten the Hes 


of Cbriſt, and dran bis Blood, Who dwell in 


Cbriſt, and Chriſt in them, who are one with 
Chriſt, and Chriſt with them, may, after that, 
be allowed the Privilege of calling Gop their 
Father; ſince the Regenerate have che Title of 
the Sons of God. 

In the Pray er that follows, we beg ak; Gop 
to look Rcurably with an Eye of Mercy on 


what we have * doing: Jo accept the 
Ea 


3 wor ds halle ads bh out of Els 
Honſe, without joining 
rz We do not finiſh our commar 

and daily 
G0 the ] Founder of them, although they tend 


more then are we bound to expreſs our Thank- 
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 ichaiiſtieu: -Sexvias,/ ct (lathe of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving we have been offering up: 
And to grant to His e hole Gburth Remiſ- 
ou of Sims, en all ocher-Benifies-f the: Death | 
Paſſion. of His OA sr. nd then, as 
St. Paul hath taught: and enjoined us, we offor 
and Preſent - our/ebves, our Ih’. and Bodies, 
' Qo be a'reafonable, boiy, and lively Saori es vnto 
ob. This Holy Sacrament muſt -he:Jaoket! 
upon as a ſolemn Dedication of ourſelves to 
Gov, and in theſe Words we. reſign entirely 
Sotli our Souls and q; dies to Him, and ſubmit 

. onrſtboes: wholly to His bey Will and Pleaſure. 
But as we are not faffictent of 0r/elves to do any 


' - dhing as of ourſthves; as we cannotkeepGop's 


- -Commandments without His continual Aſt 
Ance; we beg that thoſe who have been Par- 

(takers of the Communion, and now i dedicate 
hermſel ves to the Service of Gov, maybe ful- 
Nlled iwith His Grace and benden Beneuiction, 


which alone can rnable them to petform what 
They here promiſe. - As none of our Services 
 thave any Merit mherent in them; — as our 


cbeſt Works are full of Defects; it is fit we 
mould oαn our Unworthineſs to offer any Sa- 
rice to Gop; that we ſhould intreat Him to 
 e5cept that. or: bounden Duty: and Service, not 
weighing aur Merits (who diſclaim all Preten- 
Hons to. deſert) but pardaning our (Offences for 
| Cur IST'Ss ſake; and then we conclude this 
er wirh giving all e to the 

tare and undivided ny | 175 
| we 
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e follows im our Geno rages Bool, 
another Form, gen the Miniſter may, at his 
Diſcretiori, mike uſe” of iiiſtead of "the for- 


mer. Ir is partly Eucbariſticul and partly Pe- | 
titionary, It begins with am hearty Acknow- . 


ledgment of Gop's Goodneſs in 'feediny thoſe | 
with the Spiritual Food" of out Loap s moſt 


precious Body ind Blood, i e. in making them Go | 


Partakers of the Benebirs purchaſed by His 
Death, who have duly received the Sacramen- 
ral Body and Blood: 5 hereby aſſuring them 
of His Favour and Goodneſs towards them; of 
their Incorporation into the ' Myſtical Body of 
Cinis B; and of their being, through Bl 


Death and ' Paſſim, "Heirs of his Ning 


And then we humbly 'b:ſeech Gov through. 
Cnr1sr, to keep us by Hs Grace in dhe 
latoſdip and Union of his Church; and to 
enable us to do our Duty: Eviling this/Prayer 
likewiſe with a Doxdlogy, © IN 
After this, in Imitation of eur blefed Tony: 
and His Apoſtles, who ſang an Hymn before 
they concluded their Devotions, at the Time 
when our Loxp inſtituted this Hely Sacra 1 
8 our Church hath 98 an EH % 
d or ſung, which is n - principally (1 
Rot the 2 ee and ce L 
of the Primitive Church; and is very fit and 
proper for us at that Time, to expreſs in it the 
Overflowings of our Joy, the Greatneſs, of 
our Thankfulneſs, and the Zeal and Fervour | 
of our Devotion. It begins with wat the 
Angels faid, when they declared the Birth t © JB 


„ 


our - bleſſed Slab in e we ing Glory 15 
Od on High, and congratulate Mankind be 
the Happineſs they reap from His goed-2oj1l 
towards Man, which inclined Him to give 
His Sox for us on the Croſs, and now to give 
Him 40 us in the Sacrament. The Sequel of 
it conſiſts in an Acknowledgment of the Eter- 
. Hal Glory of the Three Perſons of the Holy 
Trinity; in Acts of Praiſe and Thanks, Ado- 
ration and Worſhip, in the moſt pathetic 
Terms that can poſſibly be conceived. It 
would enetvate this ſublime Hymn to expreſs 
the Senſe of it in other Words than thoſe the 
Church hath made uſe of: And therefore I 
ſhall only obferve. from hence, that nothing 
can be more: ſtrong for the Divinity of the Son 
of God, or more evidently ſhew, that it is the 
Doctrine of our Church; though ſome who 
communicate with us, and E conſequence 
join in repeating it, have (to their Shame be 
it ſpoken) denied this grand Article of our 
Holy Faith. Chu 1 T is here expreſly called 
Lori God; and as He who only 53 Holy, and 
only is the Lord, is invoked with a repeated 
Fervency to have Mercy upon us, and to receive 
our Prayer, - Let us then pity either the Blind- 
neſs or Obſtinacy of thoſe unhappy Men; and 
do Thou, O Log Dp CHRIST, who o peneſt the 
Eyes of the Blind, O Lamb of God, 78 takeft 
away the Sins of the Werld, have Meg 148 
them 
And; now we. 2 to a Concluſid ion of 2 the 


hol Service, here are added ſeveral. Colletts 
which 
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The, Rational Commintcant!: 
which; may be uſed lat the Diſcretion of the: 


| Miniſter, One of which begs Acceptance of 
our Prayers, Defence of Gop in this Life, 


and his Direction in order to attain. Salvation. 
Another for San#:fication and. Direttion in the 
Laws of Gop, and Preſervation: bub in Body 
and Soul. A Third, that What we hear may 
bring forth the Fruit of | good Living. The 
next, that all our wark may tend to the 


Glory of Gov, and the Salvation of our Souls, 


Another, that Gop would pardon our F alle | 


ings, and grant what He knows to be Good 


for us. And the laſt deſires, that Gon, 
through CHRIST, would hear our Petitions, 
and anſwer them, ſo that his Glory may be 
promoted, and our Neceſſities relieved. No- 
thing can be more fit for een of our 
Devotions, 

And then all is mut up with a folemn 
Bleſing: So was the Communion Service of 
the Primitive Church. As the High Prieſt 
under the Law was commanded to ble the 
Congregation: As our Saviour, when on 
Earth, bleſſed His Diſciples; ſo; before His 
Death He left; His Ptace with His Apoſtles, 


and they; and their. Succeſſors, were commil- | 43 [ 


ſioned to give it unto Men. When the Biſhops 
or Prieſts, under the Goſpel, bleſs the. People, 
if the Sen of Peace be, there, their Peace. 100 | 
reſt upon bim; i. e. the Bleſſing of God ſhall + 
infallibly deſcend on thoſe who are fitly diſ- 
poſed to receive it. GD will not be Wanting 
on His Fe but will confirm the Authoxitative 


and 
* > ' 
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114 ae Rarionsl debe 
and Miniſterial As of Eis Pridfts: Ke wil 
Bleſs thoſe whom they bleſs in His Name, 
5 2 the Im 
And here we obſerve the Impropriety and Ab- 
furdity of bat Cuſtom wich ſome! have of 
bopruling it after the Prieſt: He here ſpeaks as 
from God, and the Duty of the People is 
to attend with Silence und ſubmiſſive N- 
verence. 
Wat Part of h Form which weinende the 
Peace of God, is taken from the 5th Verſe of 


the ivih Chapter of the Epiſtle o the. Philippi 


ans. And the other Part is a ſolemn Benedic- 
tion in the Name of the ever bleſſed Trinity: 
and fo very fitly adapted to the Chriſtian 
Church, to which! this myſterious Doctrine is 
more full revealed, tas it me 
he: Church of the Jaws, | 1 808 
r 
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ww wh I have gone through what! 
gt propoſed, Which was to give you a Ratio- 
| nal ee A the Communion "Office of ibe 
Church of England: I have pointed! aut to 
Þ von the Excelloncy and Proprily of the Yeveral 
Parts of it, and the Behaviour which ahey ſe- 
verally require from us: And cannot better 


beſtow the Time chat remains, ain ane: 


it: ' 
3 ii 


J. Loh, The Excellency ef this Oe 
And, IB $1346; 1185] 
” 11. Secondy, 
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pediment-be-onithe Side af Man, 


1 Ra Cantos, PF _ 
1. dee What is due fem i ns 
for this Care of our Church, 


„ Brcellency of our — „ 
conſiſts in the following Particulars. 

I. Firſt, In that it retains all the Eſſentials 
of the Sacrament ; z it adminiſters it with De- 
eency; and is free from Superflition, 

1. In it the Elements of Bread and Wine 
(which were what our Loxp made uſe of, and 
the only ones ſpecified in the Goſpel) are bleſſed - 
9 — Prięſt lawfully ordained, with Prayer and 

„and rehearſing the Words.of In- 
ſtitution ; . afe tben taken and diſtributed in 
both Kinds to the whole Congregation.' And 
chus no-one, who judges without Prejudice or 
Partiality, can tax our Church with uſing an 
Office that hath any eſſential Defects. 

2. The Ornamenti of our Altar or os 
Table, and the Veſſels. to be uſed at the Mi- 
niſtration, are ſuch as Decency and the Dignity 
of this Chriſtian Sacrifice requires. Accord- 
ing to the ancient Practice of the Church, the 
Table is to have a fair white Linen Cloth, upon 
x J N which nothing can be more Daum, 
W 0 from Exception. at 
e do not deck it with gorgeous and 
al Furniture, ſuch as may ſerve to delight 
the wandring Eyes of the Vulgarz to pleaſe 
them with the gay Pomp; and turn aſide 
ee: their Minds from better Contemplations, more 
ö befitting the Place and Preſence they are in. 
and | We Dey they come thither to petforiti. 
Neither 


wy 


Ne Renis e 


| Neither, do we hold Images or Relicks 0 be any 


ays befitting that holy Place, (or indeed any 
Part of thoſe ſacred Buildings erected to the 
- Honour of Gop) when they are ſet up to en- 
Courage Superſtition, and are apt to. lead Men 
into Idolatry. 

Our Church ſuffers not even | the Holy * 
ment itſelf to be adored, though it be the 97i- 
cal and ſymbolical Body and Blood of Carisr ; 
and therefore, as I have obſerved, ſhe formal- 
ly proteſts, that ſhe intends. no Adoration to 
the Sacramental Bread and Wine, when the 
-Communicants, according to Her Order, re- 
ceive them Kneeling. . 

To prevent the Abuſe,of ſolitary Maſſes, in 
which, amongſt the Papiſts, the Prieſt con- 
ſecrates and receives by himſelf, which is di- 
rectly contrary. to the Notion of a Communion; 
we have, at the End of this Office, a Rubric 
which forbids the Celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, except there be a convenient Number io com- 
municate with the Prieft : And this is by the 
- ow Authority determined to be Lal at 

aft | 
« The Compilers of our Liturgy. were ex- 
ceedingly cautious, left they ſhould run into 
thoſe Faults for which they blamed our Ad- 
verſaries; and therefore, .To take away all Oc- 
cafion of Difſen/; on and Superſtition, which any 
Per ſon bath, or mig b. have concerning the Bread 
and Wine, they lay down this Rule, I. fall 
ſuffice,” that the Bread be ſuch as is uſnal to be 
ealen ; 3 9 the beſt and pureſt Wheat Bread that 


may 
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may be gotten. — The Beſt, out of Reverenet 
to the Sacrament: and ſuch as is uſually eaten, 
becauſe the Silence of the Goſpel intimates to 
J us, that our Saviqur Himſelf inſtituted and 
, adminiſtred it with ſuch Bread as was then at 
1 hand, and they had been eating of in the P. 
ceeding Meal. | 


- And then further, leſt what remains of the 


conſecrated Elements ſhould be abuſed to Su- 
perſtition; it is ordered, That it ſhall not be 
carried out of the Church, but the Prieſt, and 
ſuch other of the Communicants as he ſhall. then © 
call unto bim, ſhall, immediately after the Bleſ- 
ſing, reverently Eat and Drink the ſame. And 
herein our Practice agrees with thoſe Canons of 
the ancient Church, which, under ſevere Pe- 
nalties, forbid private Perſons to reſerve the 7 
Elements. 
II. But, Secondly, the Care and Prudence of | 
our Church, and the Excellency of this Office, 
appear likewiſe in that frequent Communion is 


read every Sunday and Holiday: And it is the 
Indevotion of the People who negle& this Ho- 
ly Myſtery, which hinders the Service from 
proceeding, and the Sacrament from being ad- 
miniſtred; and prevents the good Deſire of 
the Church, who cannot continue the Office | 
tor want of Communicants. - 85 
In Catbedral and Collegiate C E the 
Rubric enjoins a weekly Communion,” every _ 

Sunday at the leaſt, - Thereby alſo ſhewing, 
mat 12 more TREES this Hol Sacrament _ 
47M 


encouraged by it. Part of the Office is to be 11 
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is adminiftred; the Honour of Gop, and the 
Good of Mankind is thereby the more Promot- 
ed; and therefore where Men have, as in 
theſe Seminaries of Relig) on, more Leiſure 
from worldly Affairs, it becomes their indiſ- 
penſible Duty to be more Fonbane | in this Act 
of Chriſtian Worſhip. | 

And thus it is [02s one's Duty | to communi. 
cate as often as Opportunity will permit them, 
They are frequently i by the Miniſter in 
the Name of Gop. But as Men are too neg- 
8 in Affairs of this Nature; the Church 
lutely inſiſts upon every Pariſhioner's com- 
municating at tbe leaſt Three times in the Year, 
of which Eaſter to be one. She would have 
Men do it often, and miſs xo Opportunities of 
thus remembring their Saviour; as may be ſeen 
by thoſe preſſing Arguments made uſe of in 
her ſecond; Warning before the . 

But if they will not follow her Advice, ſhe 
- exerts her Authority, and commands at he 

leaft they ſhould do it thrice every Lear. 
And here I cannot but bewail the Decay of 
that Spirit of Zeal and Devotion, which \ was 
in the fr ff Chriſtians, who made this Sacra- 
ment an eſſential and contant Part of their 
daily Worſhip ; and that the Chriſtians of zhis 
Age ſhould. give Occaſion for ſuch an Order! 
| Bar yet there are, Gop be ge: many Con- 
gregations, (even in theſe looſe and degenerate 
Times) in which a Zeal for this fas Ordi- 
nance, is apparent. May this their Deyotion 
Continue * e Apd may their own Ex- 
| amples 


R 


Roofs. It is the Duty of b) who are Heads 


amples inſame all thoſe who live under their 
of Families to ſee all their Domeſtics inſtructed 


in their Neligion; and to bring them to the 
and 


public Worſfip in Prayers, Preaching, 
the Sacraments: And know this aſſuredly, that 
as ibey are intruſted to your Care; yen muſt 


anſwer to Gon for thoſe Faults or — 4 
wich through. your Neglect or Connivance, 


through want of Advice or Admonition, your 
Dependents fall imo. On this Account, I day 
in the Name of Gbn, charge it upon the Con» 


leis of you whole Servants they are, that 


you oblige: bem to follow your own Chriſtian 


Pattern, and do your Endeavour torbring hem 
to the Lord's Table; that in ſo doing, not 
only you, but your Houſe may ſerve the Loxp, il 
eat is in 


and be frequent in —— the D 


dy N A 74 15 
III. But, Thirdy, As this Office encourage 
frequent Communion, ſo it 1 albpo 
Care that none ſnould ruſh ba 
viſedly to the Holy Table, witho 


and D prepared to partake of the aas 9 | . 
And therefore the Miniſter is im 
powered: to repel all thoſe who are open and no- 


torious Evil Livers, or thoſe between whom be 
perceiveth Malice and Haired ; ſince while. they 


charitable Diſpoſition of Mind, they are very 


unfit Gueſts for the Table of the 85 The Ml 
Neceſſity of e outſelves for the Holx 1 
tis eee, in whicls ws: arz 


SIRNA, and 


l 
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continue in an impenitent State, or in an un- 
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5 120 25. 
Exhottations, ' which are to be read when 
Warning is given of its Adminiſtration ; in 
Iba which is to be read at the Time of the 
Communion; and in the ſhort; Thvi/ation that 
immediately preceeds the Confefſion';: and in this 
laft are ſummarily: contained the: Qualifications 
of a worthy Communicant. I have already 
explained them ſeverally and at large, and 
only mention them uo to ſhew you, that as 
much · Care is taken to prepare thoſe who come 
to the u 799-d as Earneſtaeſs 10 irie them 
. e Lav 81 
V. And a Fourthly, Our Gee 
is an excellent Syſtem of the Doctrint 


of the Cbureb relating to the Lord'i Supper. 


Beſides the Preparation required, it ſets forth 
the End of its Inſtitution; the Benefits which 
flow from it ; and with what Faith, what De- 
vation, what Thankfulneſs. we ſhould" receive 
thoſe Holy Myſteries. Its Prayers are full of 
the moſt fervent Zeal, mingled with Humility 


nnd a Senſe of our own Unworthineſs: Its 


Thankſgivings of the moſt grateful and pious 

and all this couched under the moſt pa- 
8 thetic and moving Expreſſions. There is in 
the whole Office, a noble Sublimity of Senti 
ments and Strength of Words; ſuch as is 
abundantly ſufficient to ſtir up the A fectium of 
the Congregation ; and yet, at the ſame time, 
a Plainneſs of Diction, a aur: rigor and Pro- 


+» pficty of Stile, which is ee is, e w | 
bh 1. 


"19h moſt common W 


"> 


to 50 i, are raughit fully in dhe F of thoſe 


te Ratimal See, 144. 


II. If then-we have ſo.excellent a Communian * 
Oe provided, let us conſider, Secondly, what 
is due from us in return for his Care of our 
Church. 

If we would ſhew our Eſteem for it, let us 
read. it frequently, and ſtudy it thoroughly”: 
Let it be our Companion at Home, as well as 

at Church; in our Cloſet, as well as at the 
Lord's Table. So ſhall we come to a right 
Knowledge of the Holy Euchariſt ;»= ſo ſhall. 
we ſee the Neceſſity of frequently partaking 
of it; — ſo ſhall we approach Gop's Altar 
with due Qualifications; — ſo ſhall we know 

how to behave ourſelves in every Part of the 
Office with becoming Reverence ; — ſo all 
we reliſh the Joy of this celeſtial Banquet, 
and attain the Benefits of this Holy Sacra- 
ment: Whereas, if Men never look. into 
this Office, but when they uſe it in the 
Church, ( which happens, perhaps, much 
ſedomer than it ſhould be) they then find 
themſelves about a Buſineſs they are not well 
acquainted with; by the Novelty of which, 
or the Scruples- which may ſuddenly occur, 
they are apt to be diverted from that Intenſe- 
neſs of Devotion, and Vehemence of Affecti- 


— —— - 
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ti- ons, with which this Holy Service ſhould be 
is Wattended. 

of There can , be no better Rules laid down, | 
ie» Mo better Help given for the devour and pro- 
o table Receiving of the Logy's Supper, than 
o Phoſe we have ee explaining: And there- 


ore when we once : throughly underſtand this 
| _ 


— 
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9 2K N when at our Approach to the Lok 's 
Table it is uſed in the Church, let us conform c 
- ourſelves, as much, as poſſible to the Di- ] 
rections it gives us; and reſign up ourſelves to n 
thoſe pious Motions it is fo fitly adapted 0 1 
inſpire us with. '* at 
Baut as there are in this Service ſome Inter- at 
vals, in which every extra oth Perſon is not ſil 
taken up in the public Service; (ſuch as the 


Space | in which the reſt of the Congregation is wi 
receiving; ) let us, at thoſe Times, be com- NV 
poſed and ſilent, and neither by Indecency of 
Poſture offend ol bers, or by an irregular Loud. 
/i interrupt their Devotion. Wo 
This is the Time to commune with our own dog 
Hearts and be fill. And that we may not be Pr 
at a Loſs how to employ this Time in a pro- Bino 


able Manner, there are ſeveral 7. reatiſes 0 iche 


_ Devotion * uſeful to aſſiſt Communicants, and Bic 
| | It Pri 


* The cg, of Books Aiperied by the Society jj nior 
ting Chriflian Knowledge, will direct the pio The 8 
uirer to Books and Tracts on =p e hen mea 


3 . . aud 
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Watt on Tofant Baptiſm. Price 36 WITT I EIS with 
Serious Addreſs toGodfathers and Godmothers, Price 11 An Anſ 
1 Ba anroad on Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regen the H 
Len Frice 2 d. | ſayers 
P ce 
On ConrinmaTion: "LY | Comp 
| Paftoral Adrices before Confirmation. Price 24 den 
Paſtoral Advices aſter Confirmation. Price 14 4. the Le 


Nxrsox's Inſtructions for chem that come to be Confirme vants, 
Price 715 


; 
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to furniſh them with proper Prayers and Me- 
ditations. But whilſt 1 tecommend ſuch 
Books, and approve of the Uſe of them; I 
muſt caution you againſt the Abuſe of them. 
to They are only as Handmaids to ſerve, aſſiſt, 
and wait upon the Liturgy. of the Church; 
r- and are to take place oaly when that is 
ot ! ſilent. 

he BY Let Wen this be laid down as a fixed Rule, 
is} which is by no means to be deviated from 
m- No private Devotions whatſoever muſt at any 
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5 On the Hot xr CouMunion. Rs, Sy 

own WW DoQor STeBzING on Prayer and the Lokp's Supper. 


Price 1 5. * 
Biſhop of Sopor and Mann (Dr. Wilson) on the Loud 
Supper. Price 25. 

S OI Biſhop F.ezTwoop's Reaſonable Communicant. Price 1 «. 

Bihop Gisson on the Sacrament of che Lon p's Supper. 
Pre I rt 

1. 

Archbiſh Tu 10 707 Perfuafive to frequent Commu. 

ty fe nion. Price 34. 

ioo The ee = the Lonv's dapper explained to the * 

3 hen meaneſt Capacity, in a Dialogue between a Miniſter * I 
and his Pariſhioner, with Prayers proper for the Occa- | 

ſion, by Biſhop Greens. Price 34. 

Doctor As8meTon's E xhortation to the Holy Communion, 

with the Nature of the Preparation for it. Price 14 4. 
ce 11 An Anſwer to all Excuſes and Pretences for not coming to 


Legenc the Holy Communion, . Price 34. +. 20 
= before, at, and after receiving the Sacrament. + 8 
rice 64. as x 1 


Companion to the Altar. Price 39. - * 
Friendly Call to the Holy Communion, area is 
ſbewn to the meaneſt Capacity the Nature and End of 
the Loxp's Supper; with a particular. Addreſs to Ser- 
vants, To which are added, Prayers, Meditations, | 
& . Price 2 : 


„Lok; 


| ; 1 24 9 Rational Gee, 


Nime be ſuffered to interrupt the Public Service 
of the Church; or to employ us, when we are 
called upon to join with the Congregation in Com- 
mon Prayers. If according to this Rule, you 
uſe theſe private Eucbariſtical Offices only during 
the Intervals of the Liturgy ; and uſe a Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion, to accommodate the Pray. 
ers they contain to your own particular Cir- 
cumſtances; then may your whole Time, 
during the "Adminiſtration of this ſacred Or- 
dinance, be employed to the Honour of Gov, 
and, your own Advancement | in Goodneſs and 
Piety. 

Having thus, 'chrodgh Gop's Aſſiſtance, 
gone through the Taſk J undertook, nothing 
remains, but that we. humbly. beſeech the 
Almighty, that all who have ho me, being 

perſuaded of the Neceſſity of frequent Commu- 
nion, and the Extellenty of our Communion 
Office, may conſtantly attend at His Holy 
Table; and receiving this Holy Sacrament 
with due Diſpoſitions of Mind, may partake 
of all the ineſtimable Benefits of i it, the Pardon 
of their Sins, Peace of Conſcience, the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Gop's Grace, and the Salvation of 
their Souls, through Jxsus CH RIST our 


To whom, wilh the Father, and the 1 
Ghoft, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 4 
Honour, Praiſe, and Al alis, noi an 
for ever. Amen. a a 
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"I Euchariſtical Office 
For receiving the 5 | 


HOLY SACRAMENT, 
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Euchariſtical Office 5 0 


>. For Receiving the 400 
HOLY SACRAMENT | 
oy THe 


Body and Blood of Canter. | 


Collefted from the Holy Scriptures, and 
de en of thc Church, 


4444445564 


I Preparatory Devotions Fs the 2 
begins. 2785 


* LI % THOU that heareſt che: Prayer, 
X O N unto Thee ſhall all -Fleſh come. 
My Miſdeeds prevail againſt me: 
N © be Thou merciful unto our Sins. 
Pſalm Ixv. 2, 3. 
Thou ſhalt open my Link ps, O Lozy; ak 
% Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy man n, 
15. 


Ge be A We 


. 4 - 
* A a . 
- 7 = 
*_ j 
A : * » * 
** x ” 
of © _ 
b 2 ig 
pa. 1 
- 
\ 


228 In Bale ee, Offie * ; 


We wait for thy Loving Kindneſs, O Gop, 


in the midſt of thy Temple. Pſalm xlviii. 8. 
Hear the Voice of my humble. Petitions, 
when I'cry unto Thee; when I hold up my 


Hands towards the Mercy Seat of thy Holy 


Temple. Pſalm xxviii. 2. 
O our Lord and Gop reſtrain our Thoughts, 


that they wander not upon the Vanities of this 


World. | 
Now, my Gov, let, I dene Thee, thine 
Eyes be open, and let. thine Ears be attent 


unto the Prayer that is made in * Place. 


2 Chron, vi. 40. 

And mercifully accept this our bounden 
Duty and Service, this Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving we are about to offer up to thy 
Divine Majeſty, e Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord. 


Amen, 


Ci If you have Time before the Offertory be- 
Lins, or elſe at the Pauſe between the 


Reading of the Sentences, ſay the JO" 
Euchariftical Prayer, 2 


0 ST merciful Cad, the Father of our 


Tord Jeſus Chriſt, having in Remem- 


"RY wine the Paſſion. of thy. dear Son, bis Death, 


and Reſurrection from the Dead, his Return 
into Heaven, and his future ſecond Appear- 
ance, when' he ſhall come with Glory and 
Power to judge the Quick and the Dead, and 


: to render to very Man according to his 


Works; z 


2 9 25 rf ET "= 2 
\ \ : * 2 5 


receiving the B ae us. 


Works; = We give Thanks unto Thee, 0 
Gop Almighty, not as we ought, but as we 
are able, and fulfil his Inſtitution. We be- 
ſeech Thee that Thou wilt look graciouſly on 
the Gifts now lying before Thee, O thou ſelf- 
ſufficient Gop; and accept them to the Ho- 

nour of thy ChRIsT : and fend down thy 
5 Holy Srixrr, the Witneſs of the Sufferings 
of the LoR D Jzsvs, on this Sacrifice, that 
. he may. make the Bread the Body of thy 
t  CarIsT, and the Cup the Blood of thy 
Car1sT : that all who partake of it may be 

confirmed in Godlineſs ; may receive Remiſſion 
n of their Sins; may be delivered from the 
3 pevil and his Wiles ; may be filled with the 
Holy Gros ; may be worthy of thy CRI5T, 
1, and may obtain everlaſting Life; Thou, O 

Loxp Almighty, being reconcited to them 

da Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


q 4t the Offertory, 


Eceive, O Gop, unto thy holy Heaven 
the Euchariſtical- Praifes of thoſe that. * 
offer Sacrifices and Oblations to Thee; of 
thoſe who would offer much or little, privately 
or openly, but have it not to offer; of thoſe 
who have this Day brough: their Offerings, 
Receive them as 'Thou didſt the Gifts of thy 
righteous Abel, the Sacrifice of our Father 
Abrabam, the Incenſe of Zacharias, the Alms 
of Cornelius, and the Widows Mites, Receive 
„ r 


* 5 
+3 


— 


"I Teſs Ghrif our Lord. Amen. 


C 130 e de n „ 


their Offerings of Praiſe and "Thankſgivin 
and for their Earthly Things give them Hes. 
venly ; for their Fompotal, Eternal; e 


1 At the Breaking of the Bread, z 3 { 


a * HE Lamb of Gov, the Son of ths 
1 Far R is broken and divided; He is 
divided, but not diminiſhed; he is ” always 
eaten, but not conſumed ; but ankle Fall 
who are nen of Him. ASS 


1A. fon as the Conſecration Prog 4 is ended 
fay aloud, 
e 


And then Re BER 


E ſhew forth thy Death, O Lozy; 
we believe thy holy Reſurrection, thy 
Aſcenſion, and Second Coming. We beſeech 
Thee, O Loxrp our Gop 1 Atrengt ben our 
Faub: We believe this to be true. 


«4 Before the Elements are di nbi: 


RAW near, O Logp Fesv Cane, 
our Gop, from the Habitation of thy 
- Dwelling, and the Throne of Glory in thy 
Kingdom, and come and ſanctify us: O Thou 
who ſitteſt on High at the Right Hand of the 
FarhEk, and at the ſame Time art inviſtbly 


ent with us here belowWw. 
tt O Holy 


O 0 Lorp 0 dwelleſt in n Seat of 
Holineſs, Kadi us by the Word of thy 
Grace, and the Deſcent of thy Holy SerzT. 
And-vouchſafe to impart to us thine Im- 


maculate Body, and moſt precious Blood, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins, and Life Everlaſting, | 


— 


0 4 nn 


Gop who art Great; Great in Name 
and Counſel; Powerful in thy Works; 
the Go p and Father of thy Holy Son Jxsus 
out Saviour, look upon zthe Flock which 
Thou haſt choſen through Him to the Glory 
of thy Name; ſanctify us in Body and Soul; 
and grant that we being purified from all Fil- 
thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, may partake of the 
myſtic Bleſſings now lying before Thee, and 
p; MW judge none of us unworthy of them; but be 
thy Thou our Supporter, our Helper, and De- 
ech fender, through thy CaxisT, with whom 
our Glory, Honour, Laud, Praiſe, Thankſgiving, - 


all 


Amen. 


qT Inmediatey before you receive, fa . 


Ty 
85 Loxp our Gop, the Bread that came 


\ thy down from Heaven is the Life of the 

houſl World. I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and 
f the 
iſibly 


Holy 


of thee immaculate Myſteries : But, O merci- 
f „ . 7 


be to Thee and the Holy Gnosr for ever. 1 | 


before Thee, and am not worthy to partake | 


* 12 - * o 
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gf 34 oY Euchariflial Offc * 5 


ful Goo, forgive Thou mine Offences, and make 
me worthy by thy Grace, that I may receive 
thy holy Body and precious Blood, not to my 
Condemnation, but for the Remiltion of my 
Sins and Eternal Life. 


- And grant, O Lox, that I may boldly | 


and without Blame preſume to call upan 


Thee our Gop and Heavenly Father, ſaying, 


Our F ather which art in Heaven, Sc. 


Ui When the Prieft coeroacbels with the Bread, 


Ti OV baſt ſaid, He that eateth my Fleſh, 
and drinketh my Blood, hath — Life: 


Be it unto the Servant of the Lord according lo 


thy Ward. "On vi. 54. 
9 Afier receiving the Bread. 


H I S hath touched my Lips, 25 ſhall 
take away mine Iniquities, and ſhall 


purge me from my Sins. {/azah vi. 7. 
] have ſworn, and am ſtedfaſtly purpoſed 


to keep thy righteous JONI. | Pſalm 
cxix. 106. 


* 4 Wi 4s the Miniſter approacbeth with the Gap. 


HAT Reward ſhall I give unto the 
Log, for all the Benefits that he hath 
done unto me? [I will take the Cup of Salva- 
tion, and call upon the Name of the LoxD. 


N cxvi. 11, 12. 
| q After 


| 4 1152 receiving the Cup, * 44 


Lon now letteſt Thou thy Servant depart 
in Peace, Sc. Luke 1 il. 29532. 


Glory be to the F et Se. 
| As it was in the Beginning, Ic. 


ö 


When you are returned to your Pew, uſe | 
_ theſe following Atts of Praiſe. | 


» Leſſed be the Lon D Gop of Iſrael, for 
He hath viſited and redeemed his People; | 

and hath granted, that we being delivered out 

of the Hand of our Enemies, might ſerve 
Him without Fear, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs before Him, all the Days of our ife, 
Luke i. 68, 74, 75. 

What ſhall we then ſay to theſe Things! 5 If 
Gor be for us, who can be againſt us? He 
that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all: How ſhall he not, with | 
Him alfo, freely g give us all Things? Who 
ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of Gop's | 
Elect? It is Gop that juſtificth: Who is he * | 
that condemneth ? »It is CuRISTH that died, 


1. yea rather, that is riſen again; who is even at 

3 the Right Hand of Gop; who alſo maketh *' 
h Interceſſion for us. Romans viii. 3134, 

" But of Gop are we in Cun sT IEsus, ho 


444 of Gop is made unto us Wiſdom, and Right- 1 
K :puſncſs, and Sanctification and n = 


4 2 ak *. ö 
that according as it is written, He that glori- 
; = let him glory ir in the Log, 1 Corinthians 


Glory be to the Father, &&c. 
As it was in che Beginning, Sc. 


7 Afterwards what 7 if you have Ti me. 


ESUS "ſaid, He that eateth my Fleſh, 
and drinketh my Blood hath Theta Life, 
and I will raiſe him up at the Laſt Day : for 
my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood is 
. Drink indeed. He that eateth my Fleſh, and 
} © drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, an I in 
him. .Fohn-vi. 54,. 55, 50. 

For this Cauſe, I bow my Knees unto the 
FarHER of our Lorp Jesus CHRIST, of 
, whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth 
is named; that He would grant «s according 
to the Riches of His Glory, to be ftrengthned 
with Might by his Spirit in the Inner Man; 
that Cükisr may dwell in our Hearts by 
Faith; that we being rooted and grounded in 
; Love, may be able to comprehend with all 

Saints, what is the Breadth and Length, and 
Depth, and Height; and to know the Love 
of CnRIST, which paſſeth Knowledge; that 
we might be filled with all the Fulneſs of Gop. 
Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that-we aſk or think, ac- 
ing to wwe Power that worketh 1 in us; un- 
182-4 to 


— 


unto us the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation 


1 8 
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 reteiving the Holy Sacrament. 145 
to Him be Glory in the Church by Cnrisr 


Ixsus, throughout all Ages, World without 
End. . Amen. ran ili, 14s Se. 4 648] 


41 Then may be ſaid, 


FAY the G00 of our Lonp Jags a 
Cnalsr, the Father of Glory, give 


in the Knowledge of Him: The Eyes of aur 
Underſtanding A enlightned; that we may 2 
know what is the Hope of His Calli 1 
what the Riches of the Glory of Hi 1 ors | 
tance in the Saints; and what is the exceeding 
Greatneſs of His Power to us-ward who be- 
lieve, according to the working of His mighty 
Power, which He wrought in CHRIST, when 
He raiſed Him from the Dead, and ſet Him | 
at His own Right Hand in the Heavenly Pla- 
ces, far above all Principality, and Power, ⁵ 
and Might, and Dominion, and every Name 
that is named, not only in this World, but 
alſo in that which is to come; and hath put all 
Things under His Feet, and gave Him to be 
the Head, over all Things, to the Church, od 
which is His Body, the Fulneſs of Him that 
filleth All in All. "Epheſians L 17, S. 


Glory be to the F arnER, Se. 
As it was inthe F Ge. 1 


\ o \ ” 
= 
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4 he ee 7; ine, wb“ others are 
| Communicating, cannot be more properly ſpent. 
. than in ſhewing our Charity, by — for 
(ey 5 Church, Kc. : 


Emember, Of os, all Orthodox Bhi op: 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. = — 
Remember, O Lord, all Preſbyters and Deacons 
in CRTsT, — and put not thofe to Diſhonour 
who officiate at Thy Holy Altar, Look upon 
us in Thy Loving Kindneſs, and manifeſt 
Thyſelf to us, O Lob, in thine abundant 
Mercies. — Heal the Schiſms in thy Church : 
_ abate the Rach of its Enemies ; and put a Stop 
to growing Herefies by the Power of Thine 
Holy Spixi r. Receive us all into Thy King- 
dom, and make us the Children of Light. 
Grant us, O Lonxp our Gop, Thy Peace and 
Love, for it is Thou who beſtoweſt all Things 
& upon us: And grant that we may, with one 
Mouth and Heart, praiſe and glorify Thy 
Great and Glorious Name, FaTazr, Son, 
and Holy Gnosr, now; heneefarth, and for 
evermore. Amen. | 
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8 17 0 S T Mereiful Father, unite all us who 
partake of this One Bread and One Cup, 

in the Communion of One Holy Se1r1T; and 
fuffer none of us to partake of the Holy Body 


and Blood of Thy ChRISsT to our * 
7 


have pleaſed Thee from the Beginning of the | 


of thy Gracious 


Knowledge of Thy Truth and live: For 


N eig * Hl Corrine, "ay '/ 


and Condemnation ; but that we may find 
Mercy and Grace, with all Thy Saints who 


World, our Fore-Fathers, Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Preachers, Evangeliſts, Mar- 
tyrs, Confeſſors, Teachers, and every Juſt 
Soul departed 1 in the Faith. | 


Beſeeching Th that it may N Thee 

Goodneſs; ſhortly to accom- 
pliſh the Number of Thine Elect, and to haſten ' 
Thy Kingdom; that we, with all Thoſe that 
are departed in the True Faith of Thy Holy 
Name, may have our perfect Conſummation - 
and Bliſs, both in Body and Soul, in Thy 
Eternal and Everlaſting Glory, through Jzsv$ 
CHRIST our Loxp. Amen, e 


E commend unto Thy Mercy, 0 = 

Loa p, all our Enemies; all who hate 
us; and all who imagine Evil againſt us: We 
commend them to Thee, not for Judgment 
and Vengęance, but for Pity and Salvation, 
and the Remiſſion of their Sins; becauſe Thou 
willeſt that All ſhould be converted to the 


Thou haſt taught us by both the Precept and 
Example F thy beloved Son JESUS CnrisT. 
our Lox p, that we ſhould pray for our Ene- 
mies, for thoſe that hate us, and thoſe ' that 
N uſe us, and n us. IF 

Have 


* "An Bale Office * 


rance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of 
Thy Word; and ſo fetch them home, Bleſſed 
Lon, to thy Flock, that they may be ſaved 
among the Remnant of the true Iraelites, and 
be made one Fold under one Shepherd, Jz$vs 
 Cnz1sT our Lonp, who liveth and reigneth 
With Thee, and the Holy SeiriT, one Gop 
World without End. Ames, | 


4 Incitements to an boly and Chriſtian Lite 
Pure for our Meditation at this Time. 


NOW ye not that ye are the Temple 
of Gop; and that the Sy1n1iT of Gop 


Juelleth in you? If any Man defile the 


Temple of Gop, him ſhall Gop deſtroy; For 
| the Temple of God is holy, which Teaypte 
' rad 1 Corintbians vi. 16, 17. 1 


Le are bought with a Price; therefore glo- 
rify Gop in your Body and in your Spirit, 
which are Gop's, 1 Corinibians vi. a1; 


Be ye therefore Followers of G as * 


Chülchen; and walk in Love, as CurisT alſo 


| hath loved us; and hath given Himſelf for us 
as an Offeri ering, and a Sacrifice to Gov for a 


E drr ſiweling o, N 1 
The 


Haye Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, In fall, 
8 N Fas Heretics, and take from them all Igno- 


low 


Fa a 
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receiving the Holy Sacrament. 139) 
The Night is far ſpent, the Day is at Hand; 


let ustherefore caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, 


a err aan Anta N. 
mans Xill. 12 


Peſts ſaid, Behold thou art made whole ; 


ſin no more, left a worſe Thing come. unto 
thee. Joby v. 14. | 


- 


If ye continue in my Word, then are ye my 
Diſciples indeed : And 'ye ſhall ' know the 


Tow yi. 3t; 32. 435 0 en N 8 * 


While ye have Light, believe in the Light; 
dp pe nay b be the Children ee 
Jobs rü. 36. 


He that hath my ee 91 
keepeth them, he it is * loveth me; and he 


that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifeſt AP. 
to him. a xiv. 21. | 


11 ye abide 1 in Me, * y Words abide in 
you, ye ſhall afk what you will, and i it ſhall be ;. 
done unto you. Jobn xv. ©; 


1f any y Man wil come aha Me, Fre him 
deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and fol- 
low Me. Matthew xv. 24. ph 
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1 Hou eb N now is, when the 


true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Fa rHETR in 
Spirit and in Truth; for the FaTHER ſeeketh 


ſuch to worſhip Him. Fobn iv. 23. 


He that ſhall endure unto the End, the ve 


Bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lorp, 
when he cometh, ſhall find fo doing. But the 
Lon of that Servant who is negligent and 
wicked will come in a Day when he looketh 


not for Him, and at an Hour when he-is not 


aware, and will cut him in ſander, and will 
_ appoint him his Portion with the Unbelievers. 
And that Servant which knew his Loxp's 
Will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did 
according to his Will, ſhall be beaten with 
many Stripes, Luke xii. 43, Cc. 


Note, The 'preceeding Variny of Devotions after 


the Receiving of the Holy Elements, is put 


| bere, that you may employ your Time devoutly 
and profitably, when there are large Numbers 
ef Cammunicants.to receive after you. When 
. the Congregation is ſmall, your own Diſcre- 
tion muſt tell you which are moſt proper io be 
uſed, and which omitted; for no private De- 
votions ſhould exclude the Public, or tate you 
By uh, when you are 10 join in the Prayers of the 
Church. If you ſhould want ftill larger 
m—_— the following Hain may be u uſe ful. 
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| remjuing the Bob 


BEFORE RECEIVIN G 1 


It will not be improper to uſe ſome of 559 


Penitential Pſalms, viz. vi, Xxxii, nc. 
f li, cis, cx, cxliii. and, 


AFTER RECEIVING, 


| Some of the following Pſalms, viz. 


Pſalm xxxvii. Of Patience and Confidence 


in God. 


Pſalm xxiii. Expreſſing. our Confidence in 


| God's Grace and Goodneſs... » 


Pſalm cxvii. and cxlv. That God is to be 
praiſed for his Fame, bis Gooaneſs, bis Power, 


and bis Providence. 


Pſalm xxxiv. Of the Praiſes of Ged, and 
the Privileges of the Righteous. 
0 theſe may be added, 
Pfalms ciii. cxi. cxxkviii. Of Ged's 
Praiſes. 


¶ After the Communion is ended, and the 


Ce given by the Prieſt, ſay privately, 


Lon o Gop of Hoſts, hear our Prayer; 


give Ear, O Go 5 of Jacob. Pſalm 
Ixxxiv. 8. | 


The Good Lon pardon, every one that pre- 


pareth his Heart to {eek Gov, the Lon D Gop 
of his Fathers, though he be not cleanſed ac- 
cording to the Purification of the Lnhry. 11 
2 Chron, XXX, 18, 19. | : 


-- 


* 
1 


4 462 1. C Offs, Be. 
We give Thanks to Thee, O CarisT our 
God, that Thou haſt veuchſafed to make us 
- Partakers of thy Body and Blood, for the Re- 
miſſion of our Sins, and for Eternal Life. 
* Keep us, we beſeech Thee, without Blame, 
according to 9 Great Goodnek * Love of 


| Monte the Kin 1 Imhdral Inviſi- 
ble, the only Wiſe Goo, be Honor and 
1 for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Tim. 
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| A uments and Refleftions'on. the HOLY BIBLE.) 
Mr OsTERVvALD. —— A Book highly neceſſary for a. 


l I 4 
4 N I 
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Key in Stationers - Court, Ludgate- Street. 


Written by that eminent and pious Divine, the Rev 


Chriſtian Families; being a moſt uſeful Companion for 
Reading and rightly Underfianding the Holy 8 
The Arguments contain a clear and ſuccinct Account of 
the Subje&-Matter o 1 8 the Books and Chapters both oh 
the Old and New Teſtament: The Reflections conſiſt 5 
Practical Obſervations on each Chapter, illuſtrating and 
enforcing the Truths and Inſtructions therein contained. 
The Third Edition, Reviſed, Corrected, and very much 
Enlarged. In Three Volumes, vo. Price bound 1 11 " 
The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion ex {21 
a brief Commentary upon the Ch Catechiſm. 57 7 
the Moſt Reverend Father in God, WIlLIAM Wax Eg, 
D. D. Late Lord Archbiſhop of 055 The Se- 
venth Edition Corrected. Price bound 1 5. 6 . 
The Church Catechiſm explained: for the Vie of the 
Dioceſe, of St 4/aph. By the Right Reverend Father in 
Gor, WiLLiam Bzveripct, D. D. Late Lord Biſhop 
of St Aſaph, The Ninth Edition. Price 15. : 
Dr Greens (late Eord Wen of E/y) his Diſcourſes 
on the Four Laſt Thin eath, Judgment, Heaven 
and Hell; wherein thoſe ' t 0b are earneſtix 
recommended to the ſerious and frequent Conſideratian 
of all Chriſtians, as a Means of inducing them to lead a 
Holy Life in this World, on which their eternal Well- Its 1 
0g in the next does 0 greatly depend, - - Price bound 


The Pradice of True Devotion, in Relation to the | 
End, as well as the Means of Religion; divided into 
Chapters, each containing ſome. rincipal Duty either to 6 
God, our Neighbour, or Ourſelves ;* and appro $1.54 
to the ſeveral Days of the Week. With Prayers for the Th. 
Cloſet, a Family, and other Occaſions, Alſo an Office ol 
for the Holy Communion; conkiting of Prayers before, 
at, and after the Holy Sacrament ;' and ſome Dire&ions © ** 
for a decent Bettawiour at the Solemnity. By Ro- | | 


Nerso n, Eſq; The Fifteenth Edition. To which is? 


added, The Character of the Author, eme. Price 
25, bd. — M. B. A large Abatement will be made to 
+ n ſuach 1 
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ans - 3 
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Tack Mon Peſan os uy - W olkn or more © to. give 


. * 5 
295 lrections for a and decent Behaviour h th 
* particularly in the Uſe 4 


þ Joo inted by the Church of Eng.” 


tte Common Prayer, 
andy in which the w of Pſalms is reduced un- 
3 er Heads, accdrdifp to the ſeveral Contents in 
ach Pſalm m; aggre likewiſe all the Collects in the Book 
non Prayer put into alphabetical Order, relative 
* I ſeveral Sobzects The Seventeenth Edriion, 
| "Pris 14 d. or 10s. a Hundred. 
« Theſe and all the other Religious Books and Trac 
BE amended and diſperſed by the SocrteTY for Promot- 
ing Chriſtian Know/edge, are Sold by B. Don, Bookſeller 
to the ſaid — in | Stationery” 8 Court. 2 Street. 


. Lately p ubliſhed, 

Price 25. in 1 or 28. 6d. bound. 
In a neat POCKET VOLUME, i 
HILOTHEUS; or, The Character of a Reve- 
+rend, Learned, and Pious DIVINE. In Four 

Dialogues. To —— 0 7 annexed the Iſle of F rien hip,” 


—— —_— 


—— 


— 


a * thong y 
| Cui Pudir, & Tuſtitia Soror | 
; Incerrupta Fides » nuνevu Veritas. HOR. 


In theſe Dialogues between Benevolus and Eugenius, 

the Reader will find more than one amiable, inoffenſive, 

and uſeful Example worthy of Imitation: And in them 

are interſperſed ſeveral Rules for the Conduct of Life, re- 

lative both to the Clergy and Laity ;* with ſome occaſion- 

al Refle ions on Oeconomy, F rugality, Prudence, Ge- 

- enerofity, Marriage, Education, Studies, Converſation, 

Exerciſe, Amuſement, and various other intereſting Sub- 
jects. And in the Viſion annexed, the Vices which are 

- Inconſiſtent with a true and diſintereſted Friendſhip, and 
| thoſe Virtues which are necellary to complete it, are alle- 

rically deſcribed. | 

rinted for B. Do p, at the Bible and Key, in Stationers 

Court, Luadgate- Street. | 
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